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'T Ht Comet newe,which voide of hate- 


full hue,or furwus gleame, 
Hath brightly ſhmmg ſhewed « ſelfe, 
with gilden glittering gleame: 


What hap to earth it doth portend, - 
the G od of Gods doth know: 7 
And when due time ſhall once approch, I 
the fſefs themſelues ſhall ſhawe. lh 
But if mans wit can any deale £2 
foreſee what ſhall enſewe , | _ 
It ſhall not be offence for me, ) & 
ſuch things by ſearch to viewe. ſill | 
Tb ts the ſtarre which ts the Ci- That 
tie ſmall of Dauid King, ofa ( 
The three wiſemen ſometimes from ont the þ 
the Eaft did thuher bring. tend 
And that which once when Chriſt was borne, fer 
did lead them with his light, the f; 
Returning now declares that Chriſt of Ct 
' returnes againe in might.  Weithe 
| Wherefore you bleſſed crue of Saintes, Sour 
% | 
and godly men, be glad, Cava 
And bloudie tyrant Herode ſtand Warn 
1m feare,and be thou ſad. Whe 
comr 
Apoc,6 . much 


How long tarrieſt thou Lord, holy and true,to _ 
&to auenge our bloud on them that dwel on the earti? 


Tothe moſt reuerend Fa- 


thers in Chriſt , Edmond by the permil- 
ſon of Almightie Ged, Archbiſhop of { aumrer= 
burie,&c.and Iohn Biſhop of London, Tho« 


mas Rogers wiſheth the true felicitic of 
this life, and eternall happineſle 
by the comming of 


Chriſt, 


the 


T was the ſaying of Cam- 
<b byſes, ( reuerende andin 
Chriſte molt honourable 
-Fathers) That cities would 
flouriſh well in proſpert- 
tic , if the inhabiters of 
> Sthem were watchtfull , and 
ſtill imagined their enimies to bear hande. 
That which he ſaid, for the proſperous eſtate 
ofa Common weale, did our Sauiour fay for ,, , 
a8*;; 24,1 4s 
the happy ſucceſſe ofal Chriſtians. And both \,,..; 3, 
tend { toſhewe, that whether we reſpect the rwte,zs, 
1 kfetic of our bodies heere on this carth, or 
' I thefaluation of our ſoules in rhe kingdome 
of Chriſt, wee may not bee in our callinges, 
ather idle, carelefle, or ſecure. Bur yet fuch 
5our nature , we rather obey the worces of 
Cambyſes, for rerporall proſperitie,than the 
warning of Chri't, for ecernall happineile., 
Whereby it comes to palle , that wee haue 
commonly faire bodies, but deformed ſoules; 
much goods,bur little goodnetle; und glo+ 


Tef- 
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Arifs.65.2. 
Rhet.1, ad 


Cap.10. 


Prouerb.x, 
Pſal.73. 


Theodeften, 


- 


T he Epiſtle. 


rious we ſceme in the ſight of men outward. 
ly,but odious inwardly 1n y eyes of God. For 
it is hard to finde aman ((aith Ariſtotle) which 
#11 proſperitie is not proud , diſdainfull and aryo. 
gant : of which ſort are they, whome ſtrength, 
whome riches whome clientes, whome authoritic, 
whome fauonr of men hath exalted, And ſo en- 
jojing therr hearts deſire, they are of minae, that 
noadnerſte can hurt them. And what is that, 
but as Daridfaide , The wngodly hath ſaidin 
his heart, Tuſh, I ſpall nexer be caſt down, 
there ſhall no eaill happen vnto mee.But the fais 
reſt Oke is ſooneſt cut downe : the fatteſt 
Oxe is readicſt for ſſaughter,and,T he feltcitie 
of fooles ts therr owne deſtruftion . For how 6. 
aainly doe they conſume vaniſh, come to fear- 
full ende? Yea, enen as a dreame ave they , when 
one awaketh, 

As our Sauiour thought the doctrine 
oainſt ſecuritic, moſt profitable for his Dil- 
ciples, and all mankinde : fo hath his faith- 
full ſeruaunt the author of this booke , ſup- 
poſed the ſame moſt neceſlarie to be ſpoken 
of,in thefe miſerable daies. And this was the 
cauſe and ende wherefore this Treatiſe was 
firſt written : namely , that by reciting the 
ſignes and tokens of dangers imminent, and 
of the worldes deſtruction, he might drawe 
the wicked from ſecuritie, and driue them to 
a Care of godlineſle and vertue, A polls 
ous, 


ward. 
dd. For 
which 
I aryo. 
ength, 
oritie, 
| ſo en+ 
» that 
that, 
ſaid in 
own, 
1e fair 
atteſt 
(rcitic 
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lous, and learned worke, and gratefull, no 
doubt, to all good men. Hippocrates forewar- 
ned the Grecrazs of a grieuous plague, which 
was nigh at hande , and for his good admo- 
nition he was honoured as Hercslzs, and 0- 
beied as God. The Athenians for telling the 
of the perils, which they were like to fal into, 
ereted to Beroſus a goodlie image, with a 

olden tongue, The Grecians th Hippocrates, 
and the Athenians to Beroſus were neuer (o 
bound, as all Chriſtians to Scheltco , for this 
learned booke. For herein the rokens of the 
ruine not of one citie, as of «Athens, nor of 
one country,as of Grecia: but of al the world 
are ſet downe . And here may bee ſcene the 
wayesto preuent the deſtrution nor of bo- 
dicalone , as were thoſe of Hrppocrares and 
Beroſus , but of bodie and ſoule, from cuer- 
laſting paine in the pit of Hell. So that more 
cauſe haue Chriſtians to be thankfull co this 
Author, than were the Athenians and Greci- 
a5,to both them . Notwithſtanding he deſt- 
reth not (though his deſertes be ;nſpeakea- 
ble) to be honoured with the rites of Hercs- 
les, (ſuch idolatric he abhorreth: ) nor to be 
kept in memorie with a glorious image, 
(ſuch memoriall hee miſliketh : ) he onely 
craueth, that Chriſtians would weigh what 
is aide,and looke to them(ſelues: he ſeeketh 
the ſaluation of all , not of his owne glorie. 
A 3 But 


Cardamus de 


TErum Uarte- 


14e, 


" Of Exff 
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But howſoecuer he bee eſteemed of cthers, 
trult your Lordthips will like of this worke: 
and ſo like it, that ye will ailow itzand oak 
lowe it, that yee will both againſt the 2uill 
wordes of the enuious , and the caption 
to332ues of malicious perfons, willingly pro- 
tet ir, It plc ... the Author to choo! e for 
Patroz1s, at «AC firſt rwo noble *Earles : but 
me winkes, tons fo meete for defence there- 
of, 02133 aſ'zirituall gicourle, a: Tpirituall 
men. And becauſe i: rendes to the cutting a- 
way of {ccuritic , Who better Parrones than 
they,whoſe oficeis to ve vigilant, whereof 
they hanethcir Names: ? And; ameng Bithopy, 
whe fitter thi they, whoſe authornie is ſuch, 
as Done May vetter: & zele ſo-great,as rane 
wiil ſooner {ceke and promote |: e glorieof 
God? Wheretore I truft , both becauſeiris 
d:nine,your lordthips wil vourkiala :and be- 
Caule it was well accepted by two worthie 
men.{bur yet temporal) your Honours will 
much more wil 'lingly allowe the ſame, being 
{>:rituali. And that you may do ſo, God for 
whoſe glorie it was firſt made, and is nowe 
tranſlated, pur into your mindes. 


Your graccs and Lordſhips moſt humble 
at commaundement, Thomas Rogers, 
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throughout the worlde, the moſt holy and 


chaſt daughter of Sion, and entirely be. 


loned Spouſe of eſus C bro the Sonne of 
God King of ail Kinges , health and 
comfort in the holy ſpirite , and 
the ſpeedy coming ot her 
Bridegrome, Cc, 


MW An3 not ſgnor an: ( ſweete Sion daughter of 


Þ 5Þ [pouſe of Chriſt\in hawehreat mi eries thau 
aa baſt beene plunged now a long time , for the 
lacke of thy kinde and lowing bubard:which 
nozwichſtanding thou art blacke and brown, 
by reaſon of the extreeme heate of the Sunne , and light of God 
the Facher,to which( as yet thou canſt nor appr och : yet he on- 
ty , with all his heart embraceth thee as his friende, for faire- 
ner peereleſies and as his wife, for beantie ſurpaſſing. For thy 
blackenes by his holy ſpirize he 12th turned into beamtifulneſſe, 
and chy wnſeemel ſportes of frune , by his precious bloud, are 
no whit ſeene , and by his holy ſpirite hee hath wonderfully a- 
dorned thee within, and induedthee with the holy GhofF , and 
the ſeale of beleefe. ſo that nowe thon canf# not dowbs, but that 
heis b. ., faithfull, and faucrs thee with all his heart , And 
yet it greatly greenes thee, that thy glorie which thou wiſheft 
for, thy comfort which thou hopeſt for and thy King an: d bride- 
groome whom thou ſo looleF? and longeFt for , is ſo long from 
thee: Andno marned, for it is the propertie of a faithful tauer, 
not quierly 89 beare the abſence but ardently 10 deſire the pre 
ſence, the tleaſant ſpeech and lowing inbracinges of her belo< 
wed, And yet moſ of all it greenes thee to ſee the ſhameliſſe 
beldenes of that abbominable ſirwmpet the whore of Babylon, 
which bluſheth not 16 call ber ſelfe the onely ſpouſe of thy 
Corift | and to cal! thee an harlos ; 10 boaſt of her external 
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ot &:4:2e 


4 | the celeſtial Hiernuſalem , & entirely beloned Cant, Can 


Pſalm.51. 


Rom. $. 


Apoc.r2, 
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beautie , and to caft in thy reerh thy outwarde deformitie ; 16 
brag of her antiquitie , fame , and glorious eftate , andtorll 
thee of thy noueltie, pomertie , and miſerie, Hence it commeth, 
thou art no where in quyet from ſuch tauntes and chidings, nor 
#hy members any where ſafe from her bloudie perſecution, 
Hence it is, that before the worlde , which is the ſonne of this 
naughtie buſwife , thou art contemned , hated and afflifed; 
and ſhe 25 the Queene of heauen is adored loued & aduanced, 
With her haue all nations committed fornication,g7 the Kings 
of the earth haue become frantihe with the idolatrous wine of 
her poyſoned dofFrine, And hence come thy deepe ſighings, thy 
rcurnefull countenance, & the intolerable vexation of minde, 
which thou art in. Hence it is that thou canſi not be merrie,Bu 
comfort thy ſelfe , fait nor ( thon belowed of ChrifF ) forty 
busband for thy ſake hath made her naughtineſe to be knowne: 
and ſhe which was loned, is now hated: and ſhe which was glo- 
ri0us for ber externall faireneſſe , is nowe become odjous for 
her ſpiritual filthineſſe , Hae patience therefore but a little 
while, and thou ſhalt ſee her to be of none account:for thy louer 
in whorn thou delighteſt , ſhall bring ber to ſuch ſhame , as ſhe 
ſhall noz be able to ſhewe her heade out of hell, when thou ſhah 
be in glorie with thy beloued. 

Nowe will 1 make thee prinie with whom this naughtipacke 
(which nowe is manie wayes hnowne 10 all the worlde ) hath 
h:d to doe , ſince firſt ſhe left to fauonur thee,and began to fan- 
fre the wiched doFrine of the Gentiles her bawd and thy ſworn 
enimie, Iohn a verie fricnd of thy buzbandes , and moſt fami- 
bar with him , in his Renelation did foretell , that immedi- 
atlie ( after hee had ſeene an Angell flring through the mid 
of heanen crying with a lowd voyce, Woe, Woe, Woeto 

rhe inhavirantes of the carth)froms the other voice of thoſe 
three Angels which were yes to ſounde , the fift Angel did 
fir [pund,and be [awe a Starre falling vppon the earth, which 
wzs the fall of the Popes holineſie , from celefiiall ro earthlie 
thinges , and hauing the keies , mot of heauen , nor of Peter, 


(43 he doth vainely boafF) but of the bortoml:ſſe piz , the pit of 


Hell, 
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Hell , whichwhen he had opened , there came out great abun- 
dance of LocufFes into the earth, and had for their king , one 
whoſe name was in Hebrue Abaddon, in Greeke Apollyon, 
To this wicked King , did that whore of Babylon plighe 
her faith , ioyne her ſelſe, and altered the name of the Em- 
pire, ſo that at lemgth the flouriſhing eſtate of the olde Empire 
vanuſhed,andhe became the chiefe among all Chriſiian Kings, 
But what happened afterward? Theſe Locuſtes , ro wit , that 
infanue and horrible crewe of idle Prelates, Prieſies and Fri- 
ers, with their abbominable king the Pope of Rome , (whom 
Paul doth call , The ſonne ot perdition )) aſcended from 
Hell, and brought with them , not the pure dotFrine of Gods 
worde , but the poyſoned leſſons of Dinels , and ſo by the fil. 
tkie ſmoke of all falſe opinions , obſcured the Sunne of rigl.te- 
onſneſſe , and infeFed the wholeſome aire of Chriſtes Goſpel. 
Bur nowe woulde you haue them berter deſcribed: They are for 
their tmollerable pride and threatninges , like vnto horſer, 
prepared to the battell: Womens haire they haue becauſe they 
are in dealinges light , in behauiour wanton : Lions teeth for 
their crueltie : ſhieldes a it were of iron , to note their obflina- 
ce © in wordes they ſeemed corrteom , and therefore they bad 
the faces of men, but in deede they proued villanous and there- 
fore in their tailes they had the ſlings of Scorpions. Theſe made 
a noiſe , as it were of manie winges , which noted the fame 
of the Popes holineſſe . And theſe had power to hurt , and 
yet not all chinges , but onely men * and yet not all men , but 
thoſe which had not the marke of God in their forebeades: 
and yet they coulde nat plague as their pleaſure , bu: in certaine 


moneths . and thoſe not in W meer but in Summer . Sothou 


ſeeft , 0 daughter of Sion, pure and wnſported Virgin,to whons 
8his vile ſlrumper of Rome, (which according to Sybils pro- 
pheſie , is become Rume, that is, violence or crueltie ) hath 
conpled her ſelfe , with whom ſhe hath plaidethe harlat , and 
# bicome drunken with the bleode of Martyrs , futing vppont 
that [euen beaded beaft horrible in fight , andin deede moFt 1.7m. 1b 5, 


quell, 


As Newe 


3. 


An Epiſtle 


Nowe marke 1 beſeech thee , and call unto minde,the word 

! thy beloued , which gaue his ApoFHesro wnderfland, that a- 
ore iis comming , ( meaning efore he celebrates his mariage 
in the kingdome of bis aln:ightie Father ) the ſermd of the Go- 
ſpel a5 ie were by a Trumpet , ſhoude be hearde throughont all 
the worlde , that ſo both the number of thy friendes might bee 
greazlie rmultiplied , and this childe of pe;dition , by the finall 
ende of all thinges, and his ſamous comming , wnerly aboli. 


ſhed. V/tich thinges 10 thy cemfort thoumaiFt perceine to bee 


come to paſſe alreadie , enen abou: the ſixt houre or middle of 
the ſixt ay , or ſix thouſand yeere of the worlds creation, Thou 
ſecſt howe the voice of the Goſpel hath ſuumdedin all quar- 
ters of the worlde : thou ſeeſt how haz ſonne of perdition with 
the whore of Babylon ſirting vppon a purpled and blonde 
beaft , is by the breath of Gods worde confarmded: thou ſeeff 
elſo(which is mofF to thy glorie, and their perpetuallpraiſe)how 
the kins of the earth ( which were ſometimes the ten hornes, 
and upholders of thas beaſt,by whom ſhe receimed both ſuch au- 
#horitie that ſhee might perſecure , and ſuch titles , that hee 
was honcured as a godarſſe , and reuerenced a4 4 Queene of 
heauen:) thouſeeFF, I ſay,whom they didlhonour as a Queene, 
how they doe hate for a Queane: and whom they did reutrence 
like a goddeſſe how they renounce as the vreateſt enzmiero god- 
lineſſe: &r whom they did by an ignorant xeale inrith with all 
things that might canſe her tobe mm the ſight of al men glorious, 
how they worthaly z:npuneriſh , and indenour by all meanes to 
wake her odious, So that the member is great which knowe and 
confefſe thee to be the trne and faithſul! ſpouſe of Chriſt Which 
Godgrant as they in monthes confeſſe to fanour thee, ſo in ma- 


ners they may expreſie Chriftianitie: and as they ſpeake wel, ſo 


at no time they may be ſein: ed, either by the vaine pleaſures of 


#his woride , or by ſubti/e ſnares of the dine!l from loning thee, 
Wherefore triumph now thou dawghter of Sion, reioyce dangh+ 
.zer of Hieruſalem thou daughter of peace, rezoyce. Tor beholae 
#hy husband,thy King willcome , thy ſauicur will come 10 thee, 
nd chat certainiie , and ſhortly he will come , but not pooxrelie, 
endiile a ſeruant , as afort , bit ble a Somereigne, like a King 
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of all Kinges, in mateſtie triumphing , in much glorie, accom 
panied with Archangels , and all the boaſt of heauen , in the 
cloudes he will come , that ſo he may be r enenned vpon his eni- 
mes , and headlong caſt that harlot , and that king of Locuſies 
the ſonne of perdition , the image of the beaſt, and falſe Pro- 
phete , into thas burning fornace of unquenchable fire. But 
his chiefeft comming ſhalbe, to drawe thee unto him , and to 
bring thee into his bedchamber , where all ſorrowe, and ſigh. 
ing layd apart, thou ſhalt enioye the pleaſant ſpeech, andſwees 
imbracementes of thy beloued, and ſhal: he beamtified with all 
celeſiiall benefutes which haue beene appointed for thee , ſince 
the beginning of the worlde. 

Which being ſo, 1 thought nothing would be more grateful 
wnzo thee, nor better recreate thee,in theſe thy troubles, than 
10 learne ſome certaine tokens, and to heave infallil le tidinges 
of thy husbandes r eturne, The conſideration whereof, hath cau- 
ſed me for your comforte , by writing to place before your eyes 
ſuch undoubied ſrenes of his comming , although 1 will nos rake 

onme to tel the verie houre, day, and yeere(which is known 
to God alone) that cafily yuuwill beleene and perſwade your 
felfe, that it wil not be long before he come . This day will he 
viſite thee before the Sunne bee ſet, of which the moſt part is 
conſumed. Noone is paſt, it is now one of the clecke,and there- 
fore his comming muſt needes be nigh, Theſe and ſuch like 
thinges you ſha/l perceine , be handled in his booke , Where 1 
hane erred, amend the faulte, and forgine the maker : ( for to 
your indgement 1 ſubmit me ) which is the onely thing I deſire 
after I haue obtejned your earneſt prayers to your belcued , in 
my behalfe, that I may accopanie you in the faub, and ſpirimail 
bleſſings, with which in Chriſt through the meere grace of God 
the father you are eſpecially adorned : and thas with you I may 
haue the {ane communion of al celeſtiall benefues, & be pariaker 
of the kingdome of Chriſt, and God the Father, Fare yeu wel, 
and God graung you now and enermore quietncs of minde, and 
perpetuall delight , with enerlaſling cempors in Chrift by the 
holy vhoſt, Amen, 

From Emden. 
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Mong all ſmmes, 
none 1s more odi. 
| 04 before God, 
Il | than i Increda- 
| /itie , doubtin 
| both of dinine pro 
| miſes & threat- 


ninges , notwith- 


| arding that the 
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= | worlde , and by- 
om = pocrites ( placing 
all Religion in external behagiour and cereme- 
nies) thinke the contrarie. Becauſe from that doe 
ſpring all ſinnes , of doubting both of God, and in 
God,and all wickeaneſſe elſe whatſoener : ſo that 
we may well affirme , miftruſt to be the cauſe of 
allemls , For who ts there ſo extreemely madde, 
that willingly woulde defile himſelfe with any 
frnne, if he gane ſufficient credit totheſe wordes 
of (hriſt, Come yce bleſſed of my Father, 
&c. | Againe , Depart from me yee accurled, 
into that eternall fire which is prepared for 
the Diuell aud his Angels : Or ro thoſe wordes 
of Pale, where be ſazth, We mult all appeare 
before the tribunall ſcate of Chriſt, that eue- 
ry one may beare away thoſe thinges, which 
hee hath doone in his bodie, according to 
that which he hath committed , bee 1t good 
or 
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or bad.WWherefore of theſe may certainely be ga- 


thered, that none of them beleene either the 
ſweete promiſes of God , or ſenere and horrible 
threates , which ſtubbornely reſiſt his.comannae- 
ment es, and doe not obey them, For it cannot be, 
that either beleeners ſhoulde line after the fleſh, 
or liners after the fleſh ſhoulde bee beleeners, be- 
cauſe, not beleeners, but liners after the fleſn,ſhal gy g. 
dre, And of this wee hane a manifeit example in 

that rich man crauing of Abrahi, that he would 1,426, 
ſend Lazarus to his five brethren, to warne the, Dine. 

leſt they came into that place of tormer. By which Laxarue, 
no doubt he would ſignifie , that they would more 

eſteeme the authority of Lazarus,comming from 

the dead,than Moſes and the Prophetes, eAnd 
therefore what maruel if he contemned charitie, 

when he cared not for faith? That when he flow- 

ed with ſuch aboundance of all things,yet nothing 

at all fanored poore Lazarus, heng miſerably be- 

fore him? And therefore becauſe he was withour 

faith & charitie, being departed from thus world, 

was caſt headlong into hell, 

eAnd as this wnbeliefe zs the verie ſpring of 

ſmne and vngrationſneſſe , the gulfe in which 

all unregenerated are drowned: ſo contrariwiſe, 

true and Chriſtia faith{ by which we hane a ſure ,_. 1, 4, 
ruſt in Gods mercy, and free remiſſion of our ſins, f;om which 
promiſea to vs through the merites of ( hriſt, the vermes,gy , 
Sonne of God ) is the linely fountaine in ( hrift, works! dee þ 
by the helpe of the holie Ghoſt,of lone both on" 

an 


73» 


The Preface. 


and our neiohbour, and (at one word) the cauſe 
of al ſpiritual good , which followeth her as neceſ- 
ſarity, as heate doth fire. Becanſe it 1 meete ( if 
beleeners line after the ſpirit) that the holy Ghoſt 
ſtrrre up in them like motions to himſel/ e.but yet 
alas, great infirmitie + weakenes ts m the faith= 
ful,alchough regenerate, ſo that not ſeldome they 
ftande in donbt of Gods promiſes , and therefore 
hane great neede of proppes , to keepe them from 
falling : for we are more dclighted with apparent 
and preſent thinges, than with future and inn 
ble. For naturally thoſe thinges which are obieft 
Unto Vs, doe more mooue our ſenſes, than thoſe 
which are of fatth, which ts The ſubſtaunce of 
thingesto be hoped for, and an argument of 
thinges not appearing, whoſe litle ſharke ſome= 
time appeareth in vs, and is much to be raiſed by 
the worde of Ged , that it ma y the more increaſe 
ana quicken onur dead members with the heat of 
the holie Gho#t. Allo in our greateſt temptations, 
and moſt cruel perſecutions, the Dinell,together 
with our wile fleſhe, bring great donbtes mto our 
mndes, of the promiſes of God , efþectally when 
we beholde the vngoalie to line mthis worlde in 
all pleaſure to therr heartes deſire joy fully: which 
thing that kingly Propher Dauid in hzs Pſalmes 
aoth at laroe andplamely teach vs, And there- 


fore the miſertes of thus life are the more eaſilie 


borne when we doe 15 it were behold the ende of 
them before our exes, Of which it commeth,that 
10 
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to the godlie( truely thinking themſelues to wan- 


der in this worlde, not to line in their owne coun- 
gree ) the remembrance of theſe enils ts pleaſant, 
and ts a great comfort m all miſeries, to thinks 
that by death, in that [aft comming of Chriſt , at 
the length, they ſhall hane a mo#t free entrance 
mto the celeſtiall Hieruſalem, ſweete and eter- 
nall countrie , of which in a mo#t aſſured hope by 
faith, they knowe themſelnes citizens, 
Wherefore I hane thought it very expedient, 
by certaine argumentes, to ſet again all infide- 
litie, the doflrines of the Prophetes and Apoſtles, 
concerning tte laft comming of Chriſt to the v= 
ninerſall rxdgement, before which,in the rume of 
this wretched worlde , ſhall in a moment appeare 
the reſurretiton of the fieſh, anda ſodaine change 
of all men lining . So that all miſtru$t and vnbe- 
hefe , the quagmire of all manner of wickedneſſe 
(in whic b manie lie in great ſlumber, andleepe 
ſecurely ) may earneſtly be caſt away, true faith 
in dinine promiſes may be rarſed , our hope of at= 
taining an happie life, and delinerarnce from all 
troubles, maybe nouriſhed, «nd wee the more vi- 
filant: leaſt vpon a ſodaine that great day of the 
Lorde) horrible to the ungodlie , but tothe goaly 
comfortavle ) unawares eppreſſe vs , and the 
ſpouſe finde 5 ſober , wiſe, andpreparedto the 
feaſt , not withont ojle in err lampes. For his 
comming mn this laft age of the worlae , without 
doubt ts nat farre , and maketh great haſt , - 
wi 
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will not ( as many ſuppoſe) linger. 

Wherefore in this [ule worke I bane determd. 

The argionert yed by ſome entdent places of the Scripture, firſt 

Yao proue , that there ſhalbe one day a generallde. 

i ſeruttzon of this world, and an vninerſall and laft 


Ged, in which all the promiſes of God ſhall to the 
vttermoſt be fulfilled, and hts great threates ſhall 
, Fake felt. Then by the teſtimonies of holy Scrip. 
ture, we will ſhew that the age of this worlde ſhal 
not be more than ſixe thouſand yeares : and that 
the fixt thouſand ( in which we now line , whoſe 
trme is more than halfe conſumed ) becauſe of 
mtollerable wickeanes and ſhameleſſe ſecaritie of 
men, ſhall not be fully finiſhed. And to thu ſhalbe 
added certame ſmgular ſignes by courſe of time 
and yeeres, wonderfully agreeing with the ancli+ 
nations of the Starres ( if credit may be ginen to 
Mathematicians , ( which thinges notwithſtan- 
dmg I referre to the magement of the Church,v 
4 Dottors of more diſcretion. La#t of all, certamne 
proofes out of Scripture ſhalbe brought of the 
manner of ( briites comming, andof the 
effe(t of the lat zydgement, with an 
exhortation of watchfulneſſe, for 
that moſt ioyfull coming 
of our bridegrome, 
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1ndgement of our Lord Jeſus Chrifh the Sonne of 
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CHAP, tr. | 
That there ſhalbe a deftrultion of this worldes, 
a reſurrtftion of the fleſh, & a general 
indgement of all mankgde. 


2, 5 I/Specially(ſetting apartall 


WAS (1 
L —_ 


FII\Pother darke fignifications 
of) *)) of the world,which in ho» 
WE-D/Z ly ſcripture are to be foud 


5 S254 CUCcry where)in this place 
9 y,- talking of his deſtructis, 


{ 

| CO» 

WP Oo & WECec take the ſame(as Art 
feotle doth in his booke of 


the world)fot a knitting together of celeſti- 


al and inferior bodies diſpoſed by art, which The world what 


doth containe liuing Creatures, and all other 
thinges which are ingendered, and remaine 
cuery where, And becauſe inithe ſame is to 
be ſeene a wonderfull ſhewe, therefore doe 
the Latines very wel rake this denomination 
trom frairenes, ſo that they call the world as 
the Grecrans doe u95yuov,a goodly ſhew or or- 
nament,or the perfect cxcellencie thereof,as 
Plinie writeth, Which wonderfull peece of 
worke ( asappeareth by the nianner of his 
creation , and holy ſcripture doeth plainelie 


or dyelling place for mankindez For when 
vir 


and ſufficiently auouch the ſame) was onely _ ——_— 


to that end builded, that it ſhould be a houſe made, 
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our molt mighty & eternal God by his word 
of power had treated of nothivg al things,as 
wel ſenſlefle,as hauing life,at length he made 
Adam,whom he appointed Lotd of all crea- 
tures, & poſleſfor of Paradiſe, fituated in the 
midſt of this goodlic glorious world: and fa- 
{ſhioned him alſo vpright & innocet, (accor- 
ding to his owne lkenes)that the Lord God 
of him,might worthily be worſhipped, Here 
the ſpekeablc louc of God towards man- 
kinde, ismolt diligently to bee conſidered, 
The excellence For if the Lord God for our ſakes , hath ere- 
of the worlde ro ted this famous and excellent peece of 
_] thev yworke,to be an abiding place for mankinde, 
» x _—_ FI of which he would gather himſelfe a perpe- 
a $e glorie of (Val Church , howe faire and glorious ſhall 
this worlde, wee thinke that eucrlaſting Temple to bee, 
which hee hath prepared "for his ele& in 
Chriſt, and for his heauenlie and celeſtiall 
warriours, where we ſhall enioyec the ſight of 
our eucrlaſting God, and ſhal knowe him in 
maieltie and olorie euen as he is? Truely no 
compariſon of excellencie berweene thele, 
can ſo much as in imagination be conceiued, 
although the beautic of this worlde and vni- 
uerſitie bee ſuch , as mans wit can not ſuffic- 
ently thinke of the ſame. Becauſe asbetween 
the creature & the Creator there is noequa- 
litie, ſo great is the oddes betweene viſible 
thinges created and ſupercelcſtial, to vs alto- 
gether 
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pether inuiſible , where the Sonne of God 
with all Saintes, in the circuite of all Angels. 
with God the Father hath his eternall ſeate 
and continual abiding. Bur all men through 
the fall of Adam, are become vnworthie of 
that place, which was appointed for Adam, 
beeing pure from ſinneand vnſported. 
Neither had the worldeanie more borne 
him , according to this immutable ſentence 


of God ( eAt what time thou ſhalt eate of the Genes, 


tree of knowledge of good and enilt, thou ſhalt die 
the death) had not that our mercifull GOD 
through his deepe and ſecret counſell, re- 
ceived him and all the ele&t into fauour by 
the promiſed ſeede of the woman , by Chriſt 
the Sonne of God , which wasto comein the 
fleſh. And therfore ifthe world hauc hither- 
to,and as yet ſhal continue, it is-onely doone 
for their {akes which are choſen in Chriſtt 
whoſe number being full 5 theworlde of ne+ 
celſitie mult faile,& fal down flat.For which 
cauſe the Lorde hath ſetre a certaine time 6fF  - 
the worldes deſtruation : becauſe by the 
finne and wickednefle of vngodly men be» 
ing maruellouſly polluted and accrſed, it 


O ' . 
doeth togerher with all other creatures (as 


Saint Paale ſayeth ) ſubie& tothe ſame cors Rem-B., 


rupion , deſire a delinerarmce fronw emll. 

And therefore that this vninerfall worlde 

may bee brought to his former integricis, 
Þ 2 3g 


Of the ſecond comming of (briſt, 


it muſt of necefſitic be conſumed and burne 
with fire in the comming of the Lorde, as E. 
Eſae. 66. {ai witneſſeth, ſaying : Beholde the Lorde will 
come in fire, and his Chariot ſhalbe like a whirle- 
wind, that he may render his indignation in heat, 
and his correttton in flames of fire « becanſe the 
2, Per.z, Lorde willmdge m fire. And S.Peter ſaith: The 
date of the Lord will come hike a theefe, at which 
time the heauens with great ſpeede ſhall vaniſh, 
the Elementes with heat ſhalbe diſſolued,and the 
earth with all contained in the ſame , fhalbe con« 
ſumed with fire, | 
The vaine cog No marucll then though Ethnikes , and 
zation: of pro- Philoſophers following the deuiſes of theig 
phane Phileſs- 5yne 1maginations, ſtrangers altogether,and 
phers cicerning WW Naa (ori h O had o” 
theworlde, © ignorantin ſcripture, haue had verie manie 
*  prophanecogitations of the worlde. 
Ariſtotle. Ariſtotle the Prince of Philoſophers drea» 
meth that the worlde neuer had beginning; 
Becauſe ( as he ſaith) the gods in this infinite e- 
ternitie haue not beene idle, But Plato being of 
PlaroinTimge, another mind,will that the world was made, 
yet hethinketh the ſame to bee Animal im- 
mortale , A creature which ſhall not dre , but re- 
Plinine nar hift, 94ine for ener, Plmie belecueth the world to 
bb.z, cap.i, beaneternall and vynmeaſurable Godheade, 
neither begotten at any time, nor ſhalbe de- 
Epicaves, ſtroyed , Others ( as Epicures ) imagine , that 
| there is not one worlde onelic, but infinite, 
whereof ſome take place , as others auoyde. 
Plato 


4 comfortable dsſconrſe. 11” 


Plato allo ieſtinglie ſayth, that before nine ,,,, ;, 1m. 
thouſande yeeres paſte, there was an other ;;.,, 
manner of Athens, and farre better citizens. 
Herodotus layth, that the e Egyptians haue Argyption. 
made mention of tenne thouſand yearesand 

moe of the worldes continuaunce, and that 

they haue obſerued, that the places of theri- 

fing and going downe of the Sunne haue 

beene twiſe changed, ſo that where noweit 

falleth , there it hath riſen twiſe, and hathr 

twiſe there gone downe, where itriſeth now. 

But more wonderful and execrable is it,that 

amog the people of God ſhould be Saduces, Sade. 
and among Chriſtians ſuch kinde of men, 

which of ſet purpoſe,againſt y manifeſt word 

of God,dare boldlie ſay and perſwade them= 
ſelues,that the world heitherhad beginning, 

nor ſhal haue end, that there ſhalbe no reſur- Eſa 56. 
reQion of the fleſhe, no lifeafter this life, no Syjena. 
rewardes for well dooing , no puniſhment 

for finne : and that the worlde ,as it is nowe 

ſo hath it beene, and ſhall continue for cuer, 
Which kinde of men are plaine 80 , men 

which neithet belecue there is any God, or 

diuine prouidence at all. And I feare me, the 

moſt part of mikind(ſuch as arecalledin the 

holie Scripture, worldly minded,and carnal, 
although they ſceme neuer ſo ſpiricuall Ca- 
tholike, and woulde be counted Goſpellers) 

by the like fitions, and dailic ſuggeſtions of 
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the Deuill (although not fo wilfullic )flatter 
. themſelues, and gladly woulde bee brought 
into that opinion, that ſo in a.deſperate ſecu+ 
ritiethey may ſpendetheir.daies,& augmeng 

Ir impictic, | | 
Diuer: proofes * Againſt which apparent dotage , and wig: 
onrof the worde Ked cogitations of naughtic men , through 
of Godthat the want of true knowledge ,';by the inflinR of 
world mnſt have Satan, and. corruption of the minde of .man, 
——— it ſtandes vs vppon to arme our {clues with 
the worde.ofGog,, and cophrme pur conſcis 
ences. by the teſtimonies. of Chriſt, of the 
Propheres, and Apoltlrs,,. .Theholie Scrip- 
ture in manjeplaces dooth. plainelie tell vg 
that one day: the :Sonne of-Gog Chriſt ſhall 
come toiudge-the quicke and theidead jall 
fleſh ſhall :rife;& the world ſhal be conſumed 
. with fre, 'as the aboue recited reftimonies 
Of the.reſurre. beare witneſle, To proue therefyrreRion-gf 
Gionof the fleſh the fleth,verie manje progtes may bee alled- 
.ged, both out of the old and pew teſtament. 
.Buramongſt all,the diſputation of Pax may 
x.Cor.15. F{uffice ys, where by manic argumentes; hgt 
confirmes the.re{urtetiorn of the flethe,, and 
copioufly ang ſuthciently doth alſo proous, 
that wee muſt all ftande before the.tribunall 


feate of Thriſt,to-rectJue eternal rewards far 


our deedes,be.they good or bad.: And Chrit 

Iobn.y, ſayth: Maryellngt at this, for the day will come, 
' which all which are in the graues , ſnallheare 

the 
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the voice of the Sonne of God , and thoſe which 
hane done well, ſhat come forth to the reſurrettt- 
on of hife, but thoſe which hane done euvl, ro the 
reſurrettion of mdgement. To'this purpoſe 
may be recited other infinite places of holy 
Scripture, andalſothe Creede of the Apo- 
ſtles, Nicene and Athanaſian.But I pray you, 
wharauaileth the religion, faith, hope, and 
that great patience of Chriſtians in all their 
troubles, and cruell perſecutions, if this do- 
&rine of the conſummation of the worlde, 
and comming of the Lorde,with that which 
belongeth thereunto , ( which of all others 
may moſt abſurdely be thought ) were but a 
vaine imagination of the Prophets of Chriſt, - 

of the Apoſtles, and of all the Martyrs iti The reftimontes 
the Church; when as no caufe'can be ſuppo- of the Prophers, 
ſed , which might driue them tothe oof o' of Cbrift,nd &- 
of their fame, their o00ds, and their life 2 So ot FYY —_— 
that truth is ſo plaine and apparant, that a of mcenpres 
oodlic and well diſpoſed mitde makes that a 

fure argument of the worldes decaic . For 

theſe godlie men, of all others in the worlde 

molt miſerable, fuffered thoſe greeuous and 

direfull hinges, not for hope of vaineglorie, 

or deſire of riches: but for the loue of Chriſt, 

through the ſecrer motios of the holy 2hoſt, 

perſuading rhemſelues, that in Chriſt was p 
hid the treaſure of true riches, & eternal glo- _— _— 
ric, Wherfore it bchoueth vs vndoubredly tO þ,lie Gheſs 
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thinke their doQtine to be true and celeſtial, 

and notto proceede from their own braine, 

but to bee delwered vnto them by Chriſt, th 

and his holie ſpirite : and the rather, becauſe p: 

Amtboritie of Chriſt of himſclfe doth ſay , That he i the CC 

od tbe trueth andthe hfe: and thathetelleth vs from vi 
| the boſome of his father : and the father 

* faith(in the preſence of three Apoſtles from ui 


heauen,)T hs &s my beloued ſonnet whom lam cc 
_ well xr. oy nin : which voice of God cl 
was alſo heard in /ordar, when John was bap- c| 
tiling him, This coeternall ſonne of G O D, tc 
word of the euerlaſting father, Creator of all tl 


things,our Redeemer, Chriſt, of ſet purpoſe h 
The doftrine of as. his Apoſtles certaine tokens of the 

Chriſt a tu- © Worldes deſtruRion,and of his comming to 
ching the de- iudgement. And alſo in his laſt Sermons (be- 
fruition of this forc he yeelded himſelf on our behalfe to the 
world, Croſle)he plainlic doth as it weredepaint & 
ſerthe ſame before their eyes, and counſels 

them,and among them ſpecialy thoſe which 

were to liue afterwards,to be watchful,fober 
prepared,and readie,lcaſt in his terrible viſt- 

tatio(whole differring brings roo much ſecu 

ritie to the reprobate & condemned perfons) 

ypon the ſodainethey be intrapped , & as it 

Manas2h. W0 taken in the ſnare. All which, Marrhew, 
Markxz,  CMarke, and Enuke doabundantly.ſerfoorth. 
Luke 21, So that the trueth teaching. the ſame,nothing 
ought to be more credible and certaine toa 
| Chriſtian 
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* ten thing 
* alterations of Expires , and of the comming 
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Chriſtian man,than that the world (his full 
time being expired, the prouidence of God 
the eternall father ſo diſpoſing the ſame) ſhal 
paſſe away : and that Chriſt our Lorde ſhall 
come in the cloudes of heauen,to the laſt and 
yniuerſall iudgement. 

The holy prophets likewiſe haue by di- p,oofefrom 
uine inſpiration foretold many things, of the che prophers, 
comming of Chriſt in the fleſhe, of his do- 
arine, Lath , and reſurreion, alſo of the 
change of Empires, and of the ruine of many 
townes,all which are fully come topaſle: ſo 
that nowe they may ſeeme not by ecuent to 
haue _— ut to hauedrawen a true and 
certaine hiſtorie of theſe things. How liuely ,... 

Eſaie doth exprefle the far. 21s a - my " 
qrine, miracles, death, and reſurreRion of 

Chriſt, itis well knowen vato all, though 

but meanely read in the Scriptures. Like- 

wiſe Daniel in many places ſeemeth not to pavea,7,8,9, 
haue propheſied , but orderly to haue writ- 11. 
esalreadic done, of the continuall 


O 


of Chriſt, that well hee may bee called the 
creat Hiſtoriographer . Nowe what ſhall Dawelchegreas 
wee fay , ſithintheſe and all other thinges HiSoriograpter, 
their propheſics haue taken effe&t, and f1th 
by one and the ſame ſpirite they haue ſigni- 
fed of the ſeconde comming of Chriſt in 
which he ſhall declare himſelfero be ane- 
B 5 ter- 


Of the ſecond comming of Chriſt, 


ternall King of all kinges and principalities, 
that theſe ought not to be finiſhed? Yes vn- 
doubtedly:ſo'thathe ſhal put all kingdomes 
of y world ynder his feete,& ſhal hew them 
like a ſtone, which is cut fro the mounraine, 
. Hee appeared vnto King Nabnchodonoſer, 
without handes brufing that great image 
which offered it felfe vnto the King in his 
ſleepe: vnder which, according to the inter- 
pretation of Daniel,were figured all the Ems 
piresof the worlde. And che ſame heauenly 
prophet by the fame ſpirit did foretel] , that 
God would raife vp an euerlafting & perpe- 
euall Kingdome , which all the Saints of God 
after indgement [hall poſſeſle world without 
end, Now what let is there,why by like cer- 
taintie thoſe thinges ſhall not bee fulfilled, 
whichhaue bin ſpoken afore', of the deſtru- 
Gon of this world, & eternall gouernement 
of Chriſt? Sith that kingdome 1s perpetual, 
and not'to be ouerthrowen, prepared for the 
Satnrs of God from cuerlaſting , as faith and 
Chriſtian religion doe confirme. And'from 
the ſame fptric of truth are theſe things vtte+ 
red: Godspronidence alfo is certaine: his e- 
ternal] pleaſure not chaungcable , and ofhis 
power, which of nothing created the world, 
nothing 'is' wanting . Wherefore of thefe 
things , rione, except cither a mad man, or 
polkefledwith ſome cuill fpirite , can raiſe'a- 


ny 
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ny-doubt. 3k 7 ON . 
- Beſides , the. eternall iuſtice of God the 

righteous iudge doth greatly exatt, that cue- Provfefrom the 

ry man ſhould be rewarded according to his of 

deſerts.Of which mult ncedes be gathered, 

thattheſtate of good: men muſt be glorious: 

of wicked moſt milerablz. Which commeth 

to paſle cleane contrarie jn, this. wretched 

world, where moſt commonly good and wel 

diſpoſed perſons are with troubles tormen- 

red, with baniſhment puniſhed , with loſle 

of goods empoueriſhed,and with.al mileries 

overwhelmed: ; but, the wicked are with 

delicious fare nouriſhed, with goods enri- 

ched, with offices preferred , and for autho- 

ritie honoured : as, Dawid in- theſe. wordes 

doth bitterly coplaine : My feete were almoſt pſun.rz. 

gone, and my treadings had welngh ſlipt . And 

why?1 was griened at the wicked, when I ſawe 

them 11 fat proſperitie: For they are inno9 peril 

of death, but are luStie and ſtrong :. They labour 

wot like other men , neither are they plagued like 

other folke: andtherefore pride compaſſeth thens 

4 doth a chajne ; and they haue Put on the gar- 

ment of erueltte; Their eyes are ſwollen with fat- 

neſſe, and they do what they iſt ; They marre 0« 

ther,and ſpeake marneilouſly,yeazthey blaſpheme 

the.moſt higheſt. Ahid a little afcer: Behold theſe 

vugodly proſper inthe world , and enrich them- 

ſelnes greatly: 45 1 ſaid, Then hane I clenſed mine 

| heart 


| Efab6. 
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hart in vainey waſhed my hands in innocencies 
Al the day long haxe 1 bene punſhed,and chafte- 
ned encrie morning: yea,and 1 had almoit ſarde e 
wen as they, but lo,then ſhould I hane condemned 
the generation of thy children . And therefore 
there mult of neceflitie bee another lifeafter 
this, in which, according to the iuſt iudge- 
ment of God, euerie manmuſt recciue eter- 
nal and worthic recompence for their works, 
be they good or bad: eternal gloric, or eter. 
nall infamie_ : as Dauid in the ſame Palme, 
to the comforting of himſelfe & the Church 
telleth vs in theſe wordes : Then thought Ito 
vnder/tand this, but it was too hard for me, tntill 
I went into the ſantluarie of Godgthenwnderſtood 
Ithe end of theſe men: Namely how thou haſt ſet 
them in ſlipperie places , and will make them fall 
downe into deſolation . O howe ſodenly doe they 
conſume , vaniſh , and come to a fearefull end, yea 
enen 45 a dreame are they when one awaketh \ 
Lord when thou raiſeſt the dead,thou wilt deſpiſe 
their image. And belides, eſpecially it agreeth 
tothe divine juſtice , hom all good workes 
or bad committed in this bodie ) that all bo- 
dies knit with their ſoules do riſe,and receine 
that which they hauedeſerued . Which thing 
Eſaie moſt plainlie doth fignifie in this man- 
ner : eAll fleſh ſhall come to worſhip before my 


face, ſath the Lorde: And they ſhall come forth, 


aud ſee the dead bodres of men , which hane done 
wicked- 
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wickedlie againſt me , therr worme ball not die, 
and therr fire ſhall not be extinguiſhed, rc. And 
Job in plaine wordes doeth witneſle , that 
thoſe bodies which we nowe haue, wee ſhall 


receiue againe. For thus he ſaith : / knowe Iobag, 


that my redeemer lmeth , and that I ſhall riſe 
m the laſt day from» the earth , and ſhall bee 
clad againe with my skin,and in my fieſh I ſhall ſee 
God whom I my ſelfe ſhall beholde , and my eyes 
ſrall beholde ham , and none other , Then (as 


Eſaie witneſleth ) ſhall death be vtterlie denon- x(4,, 1,5, 


red, and the Lorde God ſhall waſh away all teares 


from enerie face , andwill take the reproch of his 


people from the earth , becauſe the Lord hath ſþo- 


ken it, Neither,(as John ſaith in his Reuclati6) 4pe,z,ar. 


ſoal there be death anymore,nor weeping nor cri- 
eng ,neither any more griefe , becauſe the former 
thinges are pait, 


Moreouer, the Lorde God is not onelie Proofe fromthe 
iuſt, butalſo trueth it ſelfe. And therefore all Gwne rmerh, 


thoſe thinges which by the Prophets and A- 
poltles , through che inſtin of the holic 
Ghoſt, he hath reucaled touching the ende 
of the world, the refurreQion of the fle{h, the 
laſt iuudgement of Chriſt, the eternall life of 
the godly,& the eternal death of the wicked, 
which is to come , {hall ſo certainely come, 
as nothing ought to be more certaine vnto 
mn a” ſtanding that mans reaſonand the 
doQtine of the Philoſophers cannot ſuffici- 

cently 
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entlie conceive the ſame. For ifhe be trueth, 
how can helie? Or fith all which hath been 
ſpoken afore of Chriſts <bming in the fleſh, 
of his death,and refurreion,ot alteration of 
Empires; be ſufficiently fulfilled: howe can 
we otherwiſe thinke, but that theſe thinges' 
which of the ruine of the worlde , and of 
Chriſts eternall Kingds are reuciled vnto vs 
of our moſt mightic and bleſſed God , muſt 
likewiſe come to paſſe 2 Eſpecially fithall 
which hath bene ſpoken, was to none other 
end ſpoke, but to proue this:and the ſumme: 
of Chriſtian Religion conſiſterh in theſe 
thinges. 

Which demonſtration going before , and 
true teſtimonies of holy Scripture, in my 
judgement may ſuffice both to the ſtreng- 
thening of our faith,and cutting off al yies .} 
ting of that noble comming of Chriſt our 
Lord to judgement, of the end of this finfull 
worlde, of the glorious exaltation of his 
Church, and the vtter damnation of the re- 

robate . Wherefore nowe I will endeuour 
by teſtimonies of diuine oracles , probable 
reaſons and conieures, to ſhewe that the 


world cannot paſle the time of fixe thouſand- 


yeeres, 


CHAP, 
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CHAP, - 
That the worlde (ball not endure abone 
ſoxe thanſand yeeres, 
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_E | 
Wi G DY- of antiquitie , together with booke againfi 
6; BD) moſt learned men of our time 
JD «\\ & my maiſters , excellentlic 


ASIF ſeene in al things, Philip Me- 
"0 FUR" *lanfthon, & Regner Predin , a 
man of ripe learning & iudgement, Modera- 
tor of Groningham,haue been of this opinion, Melan. inChre, 
that that prophefie of Elias, concerning the 
nd worldes continuance fixe thouſand yeres, is 
ny without al doubt true & to be credited.Not- 
19- withſtanding that Propheſic is notto be red 
b. in the holy Scripture, bur in the books of the 
ur Rabbines,as in the firſt Chapter,& firſt book 
all Abodazara . Alloin the fourth partof the 
Ws Thalmadician work, in the Sanhedrin booke, 


Ce» & laſt Chapter of the ſame,and other places, 
ur wher that is alledged of the Rabbines for the 
le crue laying of Elias . The wordes are theſe: 


1C Two thouſand Vaine , two thouſand the Lawe, Eu prophefie, 
d- two thouſand Chriſt, «And for our ſinnes, which 
are manie and maruelons, ſome yeeres which are 
wanting ſhall not be expired. 
p, By which faying,the world is notably di- 
uided into three ages,or ſpeciall courſes, and 
IS 


pheſie 


The time when by the word of G 
Ebas didpro- —age of the worlde , whenas three thouſand 


Of the ſecond comming of Chriſt, 


is ſhewen both when Chriſt ſhoulde come, 
and how long the ſtate of chis worlde ſhould 
continue . Two thouſande yeares was the 
world without any Lawes, ordeined expref. 
ly by the word of God,which being finiſhed, 
Circumcilon , and afterwarde the Lawe was 
given , anda certaine gouernement, and true 
manner of worſhipping God, was inſtituted 

* + Butaboutthe middle 


yeres were paſt,to witin the time of /oſapha 
king of [uda,&eAchab king of Iſrael,did this 
divine Propher vrtter this propheſie : by 
which he did fignifie the true and certaine 
time of Moſes 2onernement, and of the com« 
ming ofthe Meſſizs or ſonne of God,which 
ſhould manifeſt h1mſelfe , preach & be cruci- 
fied of the Iewes : and ſhewed that almoſt a 
thouſand yeeres did remaine, before Chriſt 
ſhould come,8& the Goſpel begin to be prea- 
ched,and about two thouſand yeareg after his 
comming, the world ſhould periſh and come 
to noughr, Nowe fith according to this pro- 
pheſie of £l;as , the euent hath proued two 
thouſande yeeres to haue beene paſt before 
Circumciſion, and manifeſting the lawe,and 
two thouſande alſo to haue paſſed when 
Chriſt came (for vntill the thirtieth yeere of 
Chriſtes age, at which time Iohn did prepare 
the way of the Lorde, and Chriſt began to 
aAccom- 
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accompliſhe the will of his Father, did the 


fourth thoufand continue)it is to be thought 
vndoubtedly, that now inthe oldeage of the 
worlde, the cuent will aunſwere to this Pro- 
pheſie: and that asin the middle and flouri- 
ſhing ſtate of the worlde, God carried Elias x1;44 afigwe 
by afirie Charriot into heauen : ſo in the end of the averacion 
and vaniſhing time thereofghee will exalt ys 4 #be godde. 
with himſelfe into the Celeſtiall habitation, 

of which no doubt Elias was a figure conſti. 

tuted of GOD . But ( as Elias faieth ) Some 


yeeres ſhalbe wanting. For the Lorde God, be- 


cauſe of wickedneſle , ſhall haſten his com- 
ming , ſo thatfixe thouſande yeeres may not 
fully be expired, Which Propheſie was vtte- 
red by Elias, through the holie Ghoſt, atd 
is nv fiction of the Rabbrmes ; as are manie 
thinges in thoſe Thalmudician bookes, and 
may it my judgement bee confirmed by the 
auntwere of Y7ie/ the Angell, vato the de- 
maundes'of Eſarr, although Hierowe , and 
thoſe which followe him, doubt hereof. Bur 
Theodore Bibliazder,intheexplication of Ef- The indgemene 
dras his drearnie, d6eth ſay, that Hrerome did of Biokader c. 
rather )mitate the raſhneſſe of the Iewes, in$9e4- 

than probablereaſon * and prooueth by ma- 
nie moſte 'pliyne argumeiites , this fourth 
booke to'bee Eldras owne Booke propheti- 
call and dinfies & faith, That marnell it is not 
thought his ditime Booke ( becanſe it moſt plainly 
| C telleth 


booke of Eſdras. 


Of the ſecond comming of (hriſt, 
telleth of the reigne and chiefeſt, lawefnll, and e 
uerlaiting kingdome of leſua Chrift., aud alſo of 
the refuſall of the Iewes, and connerſion of the 
Iſraelites vnto Chriſt the Lorde) be deſpiſed of 
the blinded Synagogue of the Tewes , which doe 
wilfully ſet them ſelues agamſt their Sanionr: 
and alſo addeth , that this books ts yet extant in 
the Hebrue tongue, and was tranſlatedout of the 
ſame, To this Eſdras ( demaunding of Vriel 
the Angel , whether the time paſt, be greater 
than the tirae that is to come, or whether 
that which is to come, exccede the time paſt) 
the Angell doth anſwere by two ſimilitudes; 
and doth {hewe vnto him firſt a burning for- 
nace, and afterwarde, a waterie cloude, and 


The anſwere of (ateth : CA1:rke whether the fire doe overcome 


| Thetime when 
| Eſdras bued, 


| Vrielzo Eſdral. the (moke,anud the ſhowre the drops,or otherwiſe, 


To whome Eſdras faieth : { ſee, Lorde, thats 
very great ſmoke doeth paſſe away , I ſee alſo 
reat ſhowre to come powrmg downe : but after- 
ward [ perceine the flame to onercome the ſmoke, 
ard the drops the ſhowre, Then ſaith the Angel: 
Nowe indze of the continuance of the worlde, 
Euen as firſt the ſmoke omgaiſhay the fire , and 
the drops the ſhowre : ſo the yeeres of the time 
paitſnall exceede the time which ts to come, Buit 
nowe , according to the computation of 
yeeres, it is euident that Eſdras liued about 
the thirde thouſande and fiue hundred yeere 
after the worldes creation, and a while af+ 
ter 
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ter Cyr death . From which time, aboue 
two thouſand yeeres are conſumed , Where- 
fore we doe ſee this prophefie maruellouſlic 
toagree with that of Elias,and the end of the 
worlde to be nigh at hand, 

Moreouer , becauſe the holie Scripture 
doeth witnefle , that a thouſande yeeres with 
GOD, is but as one daie: and alſo that the 
Lorde G O D fixe dayes was occupied in 
framing the worlde , but the ſeuenth daie 
reſted: therefore Melartthon, Oftander, 
and others , haue put agreat myſterie in the 
ſame, and have perſwaded themſclues, that 
from this number of dates, that faieng of E- 
las was borrowed : which mee thinkes is 
true, For euen as God in ſixe dates made all 
thinges,and reſted the ſeuenth: ſo by the mi- 
niſterie of _ in this life , within the 
compaſle of ſixe thouſand yeeres he will ga-. .. 
ther his Church , with which in theſcuenth M—_— 
he will celebrace and keepe holie his cuerla- cxeajon. 
ſting Sabboth. (aſper Pencerm thinkes Or« 
phers to haue beene of this opinion , whoſe 
wordes Plato Cid thus recite: 


Pſalm.60, 
2.Pear.3 


ixThH iy4rs h KA Fa awortty xngjaey didn, 
That is, /z the ſixt age,or ſixe thouſand yere 
ſhall God deſtroy the worlde, _ 

Although inal the ſacred Scripture there 
be no place as touching the determination of 
anie certaine time , more agrecing with E- 

2 lias 


Conecture of E- 
noth by generati 
onthe 3s. from 


Adam, 


- Ence, 
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lias Propheſie, than that anſwere of Vriel vn« 
to Eſdras, yet will we prooue the ſame to bee 
molt true, by things alreadie paſt,by the tate 
of thinges preſent,and other tokens, as here- 
after in their place orderly ſhall bee ſhowne, 
Neitheris it to be doubted, but that by the 
certaine proutdence, predeſtination,and wit- 
dome of God, all thinges for his glorie , and 
the ſafetie of his Church , bee maruelouſ] 
mainteined, and to farre other purpoſe than 
any man can imagine . And therefore vnder 
the chiefe hiſtories of the oldc Teſtament, we 
ſee our molt blefled and mightie G O D to 
haue hidden great myſteries, to be types , f- 
gures, and ihadowes of the life, death, refur- 
rection, and reigne of Chriſt : as the ſtorie of 
Abrahams oftering of Iſaac, of Ioſzph the Pa- 
triarch', of the braſen Serpent , of Sampſon, 
Dawd , Ionas the Prophet, which was three 
daies in the bellie of a whale. And ſo likewiſe 
ſome other learned men, very probably haue 
reaſoned , that Enoch being from Adam the 
{euenth, was a figure of the laſt judgement, & 
of our aſcending into heauen . For euen as 
the corporall death becauſe of finne forcibly 
did reigne and beare ſwaie ouer the fixe Fa- 
thers ofthe Church, to wit, ouer Adam,Serh, 
Enos, Kenan, Mabalahel, & Iared, but vpon y 
vii, which was Enoch,could exerciſe no force 
or power at all: fo likewile by the ſpace o Vi. 
tou» 
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thouſand yeeres, which time the world ſhall 
endure,death (hal beare a ſway,butin the vii 
thouſand, which ſhalbe the beginning of the 
celeſtial & euerlaſting life, his force and ſting 
ſhalbe loſtyhe ſhal vtterly be aboliſhed, To 
which thing Iude in his epiſtle had reſpeR, 
which ſaith, that this Enoch the ſeuenth at- 
ter Adam,did foretell of the laſt 1ndgementr. 
Which iudgement is giuen of Elias, that hee 
ſhould be a type and figure of kis owne pro- 
pheſie. And it is ſaid, that as Enoch in gene- 
ration , ſo Elias in computation of yceres, 


was the ſeuenth afcer Adam . For it1s repor- Enoch ingene- 


ted,that next vnto Adam , was Methuſalah: r490n,Eiaum 
computation of 


yeeresihe ſe- 
wenth after A* 


next to Methuſalah, Sem :to Sem, Jacob : to 
lacob, « Amram : to eAmram, «Abia: and to 


Elzas, 


cAhia,Elasthe Prophet . Nowe if this ac- dam. 


count of Elias bee altogether true (as many 
doe coniecture ) there is no doubt but the 
Lorde God would in his wonderfull works 
declared to his Saintes and choſen, have ma- 
nie ſecrete myſteries , that in the conhidera- 
tion of them, wee might bee inflamed with 
deſire of the celeſtiall and moſte bleſled life. 
Here let vs conſider, that before the ſeuenth 
thouſand yeere , wee ſhalbee taken vp, to 
meete the Lord in the cloudes, euen as Elias 
by a fierie charriot and horſes was lifted vp 

to heaven. | 
Finally alſo the Euangeliſts and Apoltles 
C3 call 


The Lift ha yy 


of their daies, 


Of the ſecond comming of Chriſt, 


call the time from Chriſts incarnation vntill 
the end ofthe worlde, the laſt houre, or laſt 
times.Saint Peter ſaieth : (hriſt was mamfe- 


1.Pet.r, ; | 
Heb.g. ſtedin the laft times : And to the Hebrues 


Whiie the Apo» Paul writeth : Chriſt was once offered in the 
0 ae end of the worlde . Neither is this time of 
(erthe (eff the Apoſtles therfore called the laſt, becauſe 


dates, 


that certeinly the end of the world was then 
at hand: but becauſe , according to Eljas dj- 
ſtribution,it was the leaſt of the three ages of 
the world: which without all doubt they re- 
ſpeed. Neither is it to bee deemed , that 
this propheſie was vnknowen to them, but 
rather that by Reuelation of the holie Ghoſt, 
it was fingularlie renewed: and therfore they 
call in deede this laft age of two thouſand 
yeeres, (inthe beginning of which all pro- 
pheſics and viſions by Chriſt were fulfilled) 
the laſt times and houre . Theſe now be the 
reſtimonies,& c onieures, by which I hauc 
ſtudied to prooue , ( and haue fſatiſhed my 
ſelfe)that this world thal not continue aboue 
the ſpace of ſixe thouſand yeeres. Now fol- 
low thoſe things, by which I meane to ſhew, 
that the ſixth thouſand yerc ſhall not be ex* 


pired. 
CHAP. 3. 
T hat the world ſhall not endure ſixe 
thouſand yeeres, 


Now 


ERA he WB” EE =S 


—— 
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=31Ow that the fixt thouſad yere 
{halbe ſhortened , it is appa- 
rent, & may be proucd for or- 
fc Ny ders ſake, firſt by thoſe wordes 
=== of Eljas the Prophet aboue re- 
cited,in this manner: And for onr /mnes,which 
are many,and maraeil.us,ſome yeares which ave 
wantmg ſhall not be expired . Which wordes 
doe not much diſagree from thoſe of Chriſt, 
where he ſaith : And except thoſe daies were 
ſhortened, all fleſh ſhouldperiſh, but for the elefes 
ſake, they ſhalbe cut off. And although there 
peraduenture the Lord doth properly ſpeak 
of the ruine and ouerthrow of Hieruſalem, 
- may calily bee gathered by the circum- 
ances of that place ) yet may it ſeeme that 
he woulde ſpeake the ſame alſo of the viter 
deſtruRtion of this worlde, becauſe in that 
place hee giueth certaine and moſt euidene 
ſignes thereof , (of which hereafter more at 
large ) and alſo doeth foretell both of the 0- 
uerthrowe of Hieruſalem, and by a certaine 
confuſion of wordes, of the worldes deſtru- 
ion: ſothat for the perfeRt vnderſtanding 
thereof, great wdgement is to be required. 
And becauſe the former is a figure of that 
which is to followe,I perſuade my ſelfe,that 
as well by the wordes of Chriſt, as by the 
propheſie of Elias, it may be gathered, that 
for the clees cauſe, thoſe miſerable daies of 
C 4 the 
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thevtter ouerthrowe, & ending of this wic- 
ked world,ſhal be ſhortened & cut off, 
ConieFure from Others by probable reaſon endeuour to 
the conftitution prooue the ſame , through conſideration of 
Y ihe Sabboth. the Sabboth day,w hich isatrue figure of the 
eternal Sabboth. For in the Laweii it was pre- 
ſcribed, that.about the eucning or the {ixth 
day, the Sabboth ſhould take his beginning, 
And therefore their conieQure is not vnlike 
to beetrue, which thinke that the eternall 
and ſuperexcellent Sabboth-of the Lorde 
{hall begin, notat the ende of the laſt thou- 
 fandyeerebuta little afore. Heere be ſome 
> other conieures brought foorth , which 
. willinelyIpaſte ouer,and the ther, botunkl 
» Iknowthemtobe of; no great force. 

But thoſe rokens are diligently to be mar- 
ked, which Chriſt did forcte ell Mould £0 be. 
fore the conſummation of the w orlde: that 
by them wee may the more certainly thinke 
and periuade our {clues, ( time preſentand 
rokens foretolde being compared togither) 
that the ende of the worlde hangeth oucr 

® ourneckes , Among other: ſienes (in my 
Sr ras; judgement ) the preaching of the Goſpellis 
Ye geſpellthe [or the leaſt, bur moſt chiefly to be noted, 
biefef? fone of 2 the lealt, bur molt chiefly ro be noted, as 
brifts comming that by which all other tokens both going 
oindgement, afore,& following, inthoſe words of Chriſt 
are knowen to be crue tokens of his coming, 
The words of Chriſt telling vs how to know 
when 


- Gow 


df. FD pe RT. 7 ox 
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when the Goſpell is preachedare theſe: 4nd 
this Goſpell of the kingaome ſhall be preached 


through the uninerſall worlde for a witneſſe to all $4.24, 


nations,and then ſhall the end come... By which 
words the Sonne of God Chriſt doth plain- 
ly ceach , that about the time of the worldes 
deſtruction, the true and comfortable do- 
rine of Chriſt ſhoulde bee preached. By 
which is gathered, that the ſame was obſcu- 
red, defaced, and almoſte not ſpoken of, 
by reaſon of falſe Prophetes,afore that time, 
And Chriſt ſaid, That m thoſe days ſhould ariſe 
many falſe Prophets , and by ſaying themſelues 
to be Chriſt , ſhould ſeduce mante, Nowe what 
is more cuidentin theſe our daies? Hath not 
the true and ſyncere doctrine of free pardo- 
ning of our ſinnes by Chriſt, lien hid theſe 
manie yeeres, & ynder the tyrannie of Anti- 
chriſt maruelouſly bin obſcured, & the Pope 
arrogantly vaunted humſelfe to be Chriſt,or 
at leaſt his Vicar? What promiling of pardo- 
ning {innes, & redeeming ſoules qur of their 
fained purgatorie, by their wicked Bulles & 
blaſphemous Mafle? What idolatrie in wor- 
ſhipping, and impietie in receiuing Chriſt in 
the ſacrament? Finally , what diverſe and di- 
veliſh ſuperſtitions haue bin praQtiſed,ſo wel 
is knowen vato all men, that I neede not 
to recken them. And nowe againe by the vn- 
ſpeakeable grace and mercie ofG O D wee 
C x plainly 


Goddoth frft 
accuſe before he 


condemmne. 


Gen6.7. 


are to be noted. 


4Reg.14.25, 
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plainly perceiue ſuch a cleare light of the 
Goſpell to ſhine ouer the whole world, that 
in ſpite of the Divell}, and all his adherents, 
it caſtes his beames ouer all nations . And 
therfore what other thing ſhal we looke for, 
but as Chriſt did foretel]l,a ſodaine downfall 
of this wretched world 2 For if we reade i- 


* ther the holie Bible of GOD, or hiſtorical 


bookes of prophane men , wee ſhall finde 
that GOD hath alwaies followed the en- 
ſample of a righteous Iudge , which afore 
hee condemne a man for his offences, will 


firſt accuſe him by witneſſe: ſo G OD, be-' 


fore he ſend plagues & puniſhment for our 
tranſgreſſion, doeth firſt put vs. in mindeof 
our wickednes, by preaching of the Goſpel, 
and declaring his diuine pleaſure : thatby 
conſideration of our diſobedience, wee may 
turne to the Lord by repentance, & liuc.Firlt 
wee hauc a notable example hereof in Noe# 
preaching, by whomethe Lord God did firlt 
accuſe the world of diſobectence, before hee 
d: owned the fame for lacke of repentance. 


Theſe enſamples SO likewiſe he did not bring the tenTrabes of 


Irael into captiuitie, afore he had ſent Eſaie, 
Oſe, and other prophets to call them from 
11quitie.The like,a any har thirtie & foure 
yeeres after,happcned to the ewes, when by 
the preaching of /eremie, Ezechiel,and other 
prophers of GO D, they would not beware 


of 
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of diſobeieng Gods maieſtie. At the length 


many yeeres becing ſpent , our mercifull Fa- 
ther God almightie,ſent firlt /ohn Baprrit,af- 
ter him, Chriſt his only begotten ſonne,then 
the Apoſiles,to call them to repentance , and 
to open the way to ſaluation in Chriſt, pro- 
miſed afore by the Prophets, then ie 
med , and willing to bee receiued , if they 
would imbrace him . But they were ſo farre 
from belceuing them , that their preaching 
they loathed , /ohn they beheaded, Chriſt 
was crucified , and the Apoſtles either by 


ſhamefull dearh cruelly murdered, or at Joſephue Aege- 
leaſt,by yll intreating miſerablie tormented. ſpp. 
And therefore not vndeſeruedly was that 244-6. 


famous citie of ſo infamous a people, by the 
Romanes vtterly ſubuerted , and the Iewes 
made a pray to their enimies , and odious to 
all the world : which ſhame of theirs, and 
ſubuerſion of their Citie ( as Daniel afore, 
and our Sauiour afterwarde did prophelic) 


docth, and ſhall continuetill the world haue The frange pw- 


anende , After this, Paul preached to the mem of the | 
contemners of 


Coloſſians, Laodicians, and Hierapotians , bur 
they contemned and cared not for his 


wordes:and therefore (as Oroſius witneſleth) cap.s. 
the earth opened , and ſwallowed them yp. Earthquajes. 


And hithertoo alſo doeth that doctrine of 
Paul tend, teachins that the wicked ſonne 


of perdition ſhould bee diſcoucred , and ul 
the 


| 


| 
| 


of ether things 
folozing the 


| preaching of the mors of warres , famine, peſtilence, earth» 
[ Goſpel, 
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the ſpirite of the mouth of God defaced,and 
afterwarde by the glorious comming of the 
Sonne of God vtterly deſtroyed. Nowe who 
is that ſame deſperate ſonne ſitting in the 
Temple, as God himſelfe, it is cafie to bee 
knowen : and howe by the preaching of the 
Goſpell, he hath bin diſcouered, experience 


' doth ſhewe : and wee hereafter at large will 


' as 
roue, that he is, and hath of long time con- 
, bow; 


tinued the Biſhop of Rome. Now {ith wee be- 
hold his doctrine and authoritie by the force 
of Gods worde to bee ſo ouerthrowen, as 
they are indged almoſt madde men, which 
ſeeme any waie to fauour him , what other 
thing can followe, but that God is readieto 
come vpon vs,and ſtandes at our dores? And 
that not only his hautie courage ſhal be aba- 
ted,& his execrable crueltie altogether abo« 
liſhed, but alſo that the whole and vniuerſall 
worlde, for all {ſinnes committed ſince the 
beginning, be accuſed, and ſo condemned to 
eternal] tormentes : becauſe wickedly they 
haue contemned the grace of G OD offered 
vnto them continually,& wilfully refuſed to 
taſte the ſweetnes of the goſpel, & to forſake 
their finnesand wickednes by repentance. 
Befides , Chriſt hath giuen manie other 


Ow 
ſgnes and tokens of his comming : as ru- 


quakes , and that countrey ſhall riſe againſt 
countrie, 
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countrie, & that cruel perſecution ſhalbe ex- 
erciſed : alſo, that in thoſe daies ſhalbe ſiones 
in the Sunne, Moone,& Starres,&c, All which 
cat1 not bee tokens , vnleſle the preaching of 
the Goſpel goe before , For fignes , except 
they bee knowen, cannot bee ſignes : becauſe 
in all times, thoſe aforeſaide cuilles haue ap- 
peared , either more or lefle, and therefore 
of them {clues cannot be ſignes. But when all 
thoſe cuilles immediatly after the preaching 
of the Goſpell, haue come on heapes abun- 
dantly ypon vs, and more than euer they did 
inany age long afore vs , no doubt they doe 
proznoſticate and foretell vs, of the con- 
ſummarion ofthis molt wicked worlde. Be« 
fides, that theſe tokens which Chriſt did re- 
cite, doe forelhewe the worldes deſtruction, 
and not the ſubuerfion of the Temple, it is 
apparent, becauſe hce ſaieth : That people 4- 
gamst people,and kingdome againſt kingdome ſhal 


Math. 14. 
6,21, 


An anſwere 
Unto certame 


ariſe, Which thing was not done afore the ,;e4;ons, 


deſtruction of Hieruſalem, that euer I coulde 
reade. For then, what kingdome againſt 
kingdome ? Whar people againſt people? 
What, and how great warres were then? All 
which wee doe not onely fee to haue beene 
done, but alſo to our paine feele them , be- 
hides more greeuous thinges not yet hearde 
of, but more to bee feared , and circumſtan- 
ces bring vsto thinke that more intollerable 
thinges 
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thinges are prepared to vexe vs, both of 
1Turkes and Papi, And that alſo in the ſame 
place, (asappeareth ) the Lorde vnderſtoode 
the laſt preaching , notthe beginning of hiz 
Goſpel, therice it is euident, becauſeby and 
by hee adioyneth , That the Goſpell beginning 
to ſhine enery where, a viſitation ſhall come , and 
the ende of all thinges, Otherwiſe, if this place 
were to be vnderſtoode of the firſt opening 
of the Goſpel by the Apoſtles, no doubt this 
ende had beene come manie hundred yeeres 
agoc, Belides,the Euangeliſt returneth to 
the former queſtion ofthe Temple, and Hie- 
ruſalems deſtruction , from whence hee di, 
greſſed, Peraduenture alſo the Euangeliſtes 
haue confounded theſe two, that not by the 
ſame words they might finiſh now that,now 
this particularly : becauie peraduenture they 
were of this opinion, that they thought, that 
after the {ubuerſion of Hieruſalem , thoulde 
immediatly followe the deſtruction of the 
world, whoſe end(as Chriſt ſaid)ſhould beſo 
ſodaine, as nothing coulde bee more . But 
Chriſt our Lorde could of his owne accorde 
disioyne thoſe thinges, to make them darke 
fora time, which hee would not haue to bee 
knowen: and coulde make them manifeſt, 
when it were for his gloric , and our profite, 
at atime conuenient. 

Bur to make of thoſe tokens foretolde of 
Chriſt, 
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Chriſt, anie long diſcourſe,it were a great la- 


bour , and peraduenture tedious tothe Rea- 


der,becauſe the thing it ſelfe, and experience 
doe ſufficiently prooue the fignes, after the 
manifeſting of the Goſpel, to haue beenc ful - 
filled : exceptonely thoſe in the Sunne and 
Moone, and other Starres, as yet haue not ap- 
peared, which Chriſt doth foretel,thould e1- 
ther ſhewe themſclues a litle afore , or in his 
verie comming, 

The CHathematicians'and eAſtronomers 
iudgement notwithſtanding is, that in manie 
hundred yeeres paſt, were neuer ſcene ſo 


manie Eclipſes in the Sunne and Moone, nor x,;z(7 inthe 
yet ſo ſtrange copulations of Planetes , as Sun and Moone. 


will appeare within fewe yeeres:” which no 
doubtare to threaten vnto vs dangerous and 
miſerable daies , as hereafter ſhall be ſhewed, 


Heere I will not ſpeake of the prodigious Comers, Blaſmg 
Comets, and Meteors, which manie times fares Mereors. 


haue beene marked in this ourage . Neither f 
will I call to minde the judgement of Aftro- 


nmers,and chicfeſt diuines,vpon that Starre, qo 1572. 
which within theſe three yecres ſhewed her and1573. 


ſelfe certaine moneths rogether , as the verie 
meſſenger and warner of Gods comming to 
iudgement: and therather,becauſc it ſeemed 
to be of the ſame nature & qualitie with that 
which forerolde the birth of Chriſt the King 
of the /gwes, ynto the wile men. Alſo I will in 
filence 


Of the ſecond comming of (rift, 
Earthquates, filence pale ouer the ſtrange Earthquakes, 
which in our dayes haue happened in manie 
places ( as of late at Ferrariain Italie) andin 
Friſelands : the nature of which ſoile is-leaſt hee: 
ſubiect ro the ſame. But I beſcech you letys } (.q 
call to our remembraunce, all thoſe euilles 


which as yet we doe as it were beholde, and - 
haue taſted, not hearde of, doe ſee with our 157 
eyes, & to our great griefe ſufferthem conti- Y £101 
Plague. nually. What a greeuous peſtilence & plague F cu 
Petiitence. theſe many yeeres,both with vs, and in other oth 
places hath reigned, & tyrannically doth ex. Y yh 
ult oner all perſons , and bring very manyto } 5, 
their graves, & (according to the iudgement Gaic 
of the learned, which are in opinion, that it led 
will & muſt continue yet moe yeres)wil dif- att 
patch manie moe ? What a long dearth of for 
Dearth of come corne and great ſcarcitie of all things? Whata I Ch 
and uittuals. . | Of | : 
| - * © muleitudeinthe cauſe of Religion haue ſuffe- tail 
Perſecutions, « 


Robberie, Tedtheloſle of life and liuing? What theftes I 
Murthers, G& robberies on all fides,both on ſea & lanide? 


What an infinite companie haue in cruell olc 

fight bin miſerably flaine and murdered , in th 

France, Flanders, and Friſclanae? da 

ButTIam troubled , and that greatly ,'to cri 

thinke vpon and recite the calamiries, which tir 

Friſeland by ſtraunge and vnaccuſtomed 6- ſh 

Strangeower- yerflowing of waters hath felte : eſpecial: ne 
4 eons ly by. the. twoo latter , whereof the one ex 


happenedin the yeere of our Lorde. 1 57+ Is 
{ c 
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the 4.0f Nouember,in which men and beaſts 
in number infinite , were drowned , and 


was of ſuch agreat depth , as almoſt it might foe, 


bee called the Friſian floud. The other chan- 
ced in a more daungerous and worſer time, 
three daies afore the feaſt of S. Bartholmewe 
in the yeere of our Sauiours incarnation, 
1573- the which in many places brought 
more hurt to many men, than the former, be 
cauſe by the ſame, all corne on the ground & 
other fruite periſhed miſerably : by reaſon 
whereof, great dearth and penurie enſued. 

So that in thoſe countries it might well bee 


fide, that thoſe wordes of Chriſt were fulfl- 


led, ſaieng: The people ſpalbe at their wits enas, Lake.21, 


at the roarmg of the Sea and ſalt waters,Where» 
fore let vs giue credite ynto thoſe wordes of 
Chriſt, and ler them be vnto vs for moſt cer- 
taine tokens of the ſodaine comming of our 


Szwiour to iudgement. 


There are beſides theſe other fignes of the All thing 
oldeneſle of the worlde, and of his ouer- worſe & worſe, | 


throw:bicauſe we plainelie perceiucal chings 
daily to waxe worſe and worſe, and to des» 
creaſe in their vertue. The aire is often« 
times corrupt , ſometime with vntimelie 
ſhowres, ſometime with vnprofitable gri- 
neſſe , nowe with too much colde , now with 
extreeme heate, The fruitfulneſle of thefield 
3s not ſuch as it hath beene afore time, Ri- 

D ches 
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ches and ubſtance wee ſee conſumed . The 
progenic of great and noble men wee per. 
ceiue daylic ro bee mv:]tiplied , but their 
patrimonie is no whit increaſed , but impai. 
red by diſcorde. By which it commeth to 
wor that manie greate men and Lordes, 

ende all their cogitations to the oppreſ- 
ſing of their poore Tenauntes , and by often 
fines & exaCtions bring honeſt men to beg- 
garie: and by the example of Pharao,make 
flaues of their ſeruauntesand ſubicCtes : as 
though they were appointed of GOD to 
Great menfor. live, not for the defence of the good, puniſh. 
ger their duies, ment of the wicked, and preſeruation of 
juſtice: but to them(ſelues, and to pamper 
their bellies with good cheere, and their 
backes with braue apparell. And therefore 
doetheſe Empires now ſhewe themſeluesto 
bee as cankered ard ruſtie yron , which in 
times paſt, wereas bright filuer, or glittering 
golde. But 1 doe not ſpeake theſe thinges of 
true Noble men, and good Princes, which 
doe exat thinges neceflarie to the defence 
of the commonweale, and for the conſerus- 
tion of their Eſtates, which thinges without 
all controuecrſie, the worde of G OD doeth 
allowe them to haue. Nowe it is notto bee 
doubted , fith for the finnes of the people, 
ſuch tyrannie is growne to the top, bur theſe 
From Pharaves Pharaoes,with the ſodaine deſtruction of the 
-—_ worlde, 


Oppreſiion of 
the poore, 


Rom.13, 
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T 
wp worlde, ſhall be ouerwhelmed , even as that 
their Pharao in perſecuting the people of Iſrael, Exod, I4. 
pai (which fora time he had with greiuous yoke 
th to of flaueric oppreſſed ) was with all his hoaſt 
rdes, drowned in the red ſea. Thereaſon is not vn- 
oreſ. hke: heis a figure,and the ſame God is now, 
hos which then was, readieto deliuer his people 
beg: from calamitie, and to take reuenge on the 
pf wicked for their crueltie. 
Wye An other grearargument of the worldes 
Ja conſummation ,1s becauſeall good artes and 
iſh- learning hauc theſe fewe yeeres beene con- 
n of temned , and Vniuerſitics, Schooles and 
per (cholaſticall diſcipline ( which are the cau- 
heir les and fountaines of knowledge ) almoſt 
FIRE ineueric place come to decaie , For GOD 
_ inthis laſt age hath ſhewed his fmgular and Godſent the 
\ in maruc{lous good will towardes mankinde: — 
ring _—_— ( in that fo great barbarouſneſle romes..y 0 / 
«& = © our predeceſſours , when all artes and the Goſpel, 
ich liberal learning was hidde, and knowen to 
nce tewe , the ras —_ polluted , {mall 
- cunning inthe Grecke) by raiſing vp ſome, 
x as Valle, Agricola, LE , CAtelmPthen 
eh and others, which with greate ſtudie and 
Ko = _ broughtall ſciences and knows« 
ole, edge of the tongues to their puritie,and de- 
ar livered vnto vs a more eafie waie to attaine 
the the perfeft knowledge of them all : by 
de, which , almoſt all Europe is ſerte free from 

D 2 rude 

; Wag FH 
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rude barbarouſneſſe . Afterwarde, when our 
molt bountitul God had gen vs ſuch helps 
ro the vnderſtanding of the {cripture, by and 
by he ſet on fire the Beacon of true dottrine, 
which of all other giftes and graces of God,ig 
and ought to be imbraced as chiefeſt. 

But by experience wee ſce thele giftes of 


All giftes ar the : 
bop of perſefGion long time to haue becneat the full, and nowe 


Contempt of 
Learning, 


Contenbe 
Miniſters, 


decreaſe. For not that aduiſed judgement, 
not that ſharpeneſle of wit, not that greatin- 
duſtric & exerciſe in {tudies are nowe, which 
haue beene. To this doth appertaine the mar- 
uellous contempt of all kinde of knowledpe, 
elpeciallie of Divinitie ; #7 wir apicr' «dome, 
thatis, Becauſe 1 yeelder or gaines Vs no vi- 
fualles, Alſo the ſmall regarde of godlie 
and faithfull Miniſters : by which they are 
brought to ſuch pouertie, or almoſt begge- 
rie, that their wiues and children muſt be en» 
forced to live vppon almes. But what is the 
cauſe of this miſeric? Is not that intollera- 
ble tearing and ſpoyling of Church goods 
the chiefeſt? Is it not to bee imputed VvNn- 


to thoſe Magiſtrates, whoſe care is ſuch 
ouer Miniſters, that they will not allowe 
them abundance of worldelie wealth, leaſt | 

happilie by poſſefling much, they taſt of -co- .'} 
uetouſneſle, the roote of all miſcheife, and fo 
deſire more, orelle fall into riotouſneſle, 
and ſo become Eprcure: ? 


Or if that.t bee 


not 
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notin their minde, they doe imagine them- Romiſh yyramnie 


en our o 
helps | {clues ro be ſuch Lordes of bodie and ſoule, "2 ##/«< 
wand | a was of late that Romiſhe tyrant. This — 
trine, | may very well without offence be conicQu= 


ible defire of worldly pfomotion, which 


tes of Þ byriches, without vertue may be gotren, is 

the roote from which ſoduweclith fruite doth 

nent, proceede. Howe much better wereir, if 
in theſe things a meane were obſerued, and 
vhich Y char Church-men had wherewithall to hue 
mar. Þ honeſtly with keeping hoſpitalitic : andif 
that which were thought roo much for 
one, } them, were Chriſtianly beſtowed cither on 
> vi. & thoſe which liue in pouertie , or carefully 
xdlie & reſerued to ſome other good vie ? For as 
plentie bringes pride and hautineſle of 
zoe. F} minde : ſo pouertie ingendreth contempr, 
| not onelic of Miniſters , but of the Mmiſte- 
the Y rieaiſo:which beeing diſdained for lacke of 
era- } preferment , mens cogitations will bee ſo 
ods turned , that rather they had ro binde their 
ſonnes. to ſome ſeruile occupation , than 


3od;is | red , although it may bee, that their inſati- 


VI 
ach {I bring them-vpinliberall ſciences. By which 
we muſt ncedes. followe, not onely the greate 
aſt { faarſitic of learned men , but alſo gricuous 
0. . |; want of godlic miniſters, and ſo conſequent- 
fo ly,the miſerable ſtate, and oucrthrow of the 


Nowe whatremaineth , but that wee cer- 
D 3 tainlic 
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tainely perſwade our ſelues , that theſeare 


plaine and cuident fignes and teſtimonies of 


Gods great diſpleaſure againſt vs, for deſpi+ 
fing his miniſters , whoſe contempt he nei 


Contempt of the , > 


Miniſterie, 


Mani.24. 


ther can for his holineſſe, nor will for his ju- 
ſtice,ſuffer any t1me , as the manifolde miſe. 
ries & plagues that be euery where,do lhewe 
vnto vs. And as the Sonne of God Chriſt ſaid 
before, thatafter the preaching of the Gol 
pel, deſtruQion ſhould followe : 1 hopethe 
eimeis ſo farre from being differred, thatit 
will ſpeedily come vpon vs.For it cannot be, 


bur thatthe propheſfie of Chriſt ſhould bee 


true:which coulde not bee, if thoſe daies of | 


barbarouſneſle,and ignorance of truce Religj« 
on (which wee arelike to fall into)werenot 
by his ſpeedie comming preuented. 
Moreouer , wee ſhoulde thinke the 
worldes foundation to bee worne out, and 
the ſame tobee falling yppon our ſhoulders, 
when we ſenſibly perceiue our ſelues to liue 
in thoſe dates, whereof Chriſt foretoldeyfai- 
eng: The comming of the Sonne of man ſhall bee, 
as were the daies of Noe , For then were men 
eating , arinking , marrying , and were married; 
wntill Noe entred the eArke . eAnd they per» 
ccined nothing, wntill the floud came, and oueve 


whelmed them all:and ſuch ſhatbee the comming 


The daies of ſen of the Sonne of man, By which no doubt the 


curitie, 


Lord would fignifie, that inthe latter daies 


there 
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there ſhould be a maryelous ſecuritic,where- 
lies of | by there ſhould ariſe nor onely vnſpeakable 
leſpi- | wickedneſſcagainlt God , but alſoalamen- 
table diſorder and confuſion in Common 
i1siv+ { weales for lacke of diſcipline.Now,if we wil 
miſe. } compare time preſent , with that which is 
hewe | paſt; and ſerthe manners of all men before 
t laid F our cies, we ſhal perceiue wickednes to haue Small puniſh - 
Gof- | cometo his ripeneſſe , and to raigne almoſt mentor of- 
ethe I without controlment, For notwithſtanding /* ' 

tit } GOD, through his vnſpeakable mercie, 

tbe, JI intheſclatter daics hath giuen vs his Gol- 

| bee I pel, whereby wee ſhould frame our affeRti- 

s of F ons according tohis will , and live in vnitie 

ligis JF and peace with all men, according to his ,,.. 

-not neal as what deſire of righteouſneſſe, or Maas £7 
zealc inreligion is thereto bee founde? Yea, 


the Y who is notin Chriſtianitie cither colde, or 

and FF carelefle ? —_ deſire to bee religious, and pypocrices e- 
ers, thinke they are lo,if onely fora falhion they bond. 

iue frequent Sermons , and come to ordinarie 

ſais Seruice,and Ceremonies, ſuppoling them- 

ey ſelues for doing {o , to be ſufficiently religi- 

ven ous, although their heartes doe burne with 

ed, defire of tranfitorie things, and they ſwell, 

76 through the poyſon of all vngodlineſſe. Ma- ©994 Goſpebers 
ws {| nyalſothinke, they doe maruelous well, in 

ng making the dofrine of Loue, Peace, and V- 

he nitie the occaſion of Strife, Contention, and 

es Hereſte:and ſuppoſe they doe ſerue God ve- 


rc D 4 ry 
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rie well, if knowing ſome ofa contrarie opi- 
nion,though notin the chicfeſt point of Re- 
ligion,they do with words condemne them, 
and with curſes commit them to the Diuels 
puniſhment:themſelues inthe meane while, 
Jeainft the dz. 1 a certaine ſpiritual pride, gotten through 
webſh zeate of A Vaine opinion of learning putt vp, doe(res 
the worldly ting vpon the authoritic of others, not with 


wiſe, argumentsanſwering to Gods worde ) take } 


heart at grafle, their aduerſarics oftentimes 
defending the better part, and more agree- 
able tothe pleaſure of the higheſt . And yet 
forTooth muſt this ſo great iniurie & ſhame- 
lefle reproche bee called ( not the ſpirite of 
{inne, but) a godly zeale,O dangerous daies 
and diucliſh behauiour ! Some there beal- 
| fo, which thinke well of themſelues , and 


woulde be numbered among the number of * 


good Goſpellers, becauſe they hauelearned 
without knowledge , bufily among their 
: pots to inueigh againſt the Papiſticall ſus 
©; feare of god, perſtition, themſelues being vniuſt.theeues, 
ay ""q of good oppreflours , and moſte wicked Rouers} 
| ſuch as at this day , men call the Gu1/ians, 
worſe ( ſpeaking after the manner of men) 
than ciuill Papiſtes , What ſhould manie 
wordes doe? We plainly now percciue grea- 
teſt vice, for chiefteſt vertue to bee counted: 
and choſe men, through a fained ſhewe of 
{1mplicitic , robe moſt commended, which 
0 
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of all other for impietie , ought moſt to bee 
diſpraiſed . For craftic & deceitful, are wile: 
,couetous, good husbands : prodigall,liberal: 
& rich men are deemed the beſt men. Theſe 
haue promotions , and though by wicked 
meanes they attaine them , yet Dizes clarus 
erit, forts juſt us, ſapiens,ettam & Rex, quic- 
quid yolet, as Horace ſaid : Therich man ſhalbe 
noble valiant upright, wiſe, yea andaking, and Hor ace,tis, 


what he will. Serm.z. 
And another, 
Anrea nunc vere ſunt ſecula,plurimus anro 
Uenit honos,auro conciliatur amor, Oud bb.zds 
Now are the brauc and golden daies, Arie amanda, 


Now fame with gold we gaine: 
And gold can ſhew vs many wales, 
Mens fauour toattaine, 


And Propertius in his 2,Booke, 
eAuropulſa —__ vanalia inra, 
Aurum lex ſequitur mox ſine lege pudor. 
By gold the faith of ſome is weake, 
And lawes are bought with gold: 
Law ſcekes for gold,8& ſtraight(vamecte) 
Our name by it is ſolde, 


And Horace in another place, 
Scilicet vxorem,cum dote fidemg,, & amicor, | 
Et genus & formam Reginapecuniadonat. Herecelb.x. 
Yea, wife with wealth, and faith, and friends, Epiſt 
Andkinne with comely hue: 


Poth Monie Madam, Prince and Queene, 
Moſt morcall men endue. 


Ds 


Boeriue,bb.z. 
ewe Pr of any. 


Of the ſecond comming of Chriſt, 
And Boeting: 


Unde habeant cnra eſt paucis, ſed oportet habere 


Per ſcelus atque nefas,pauper vbique iacer. 
How they do peryfew folkes docare, 


Burriches haue they muſt, 
By hooke,or crooke we daily ſce, 
That weake to wall are thruſt . 
Theſe and the like vices.haue Poers and 
Philoſophers in their daies: when wicked- 
neſledid but ſpring, (as themſelues have te- 
ſtified) reprehended . And therefore is our 
Lorde God earneſtly to be deſired, that all 
theſe cuils by his ſpeedic comming , may 
haue an end. For although al maner of wic- 
kedneſle inthis age , haue aſcended maruel- 
lous high,yet are they not ſo come to the top 
but that more ſtrange vngratiouſneſſe, and 
wonderfull deceites, and more horrible con- 
fuſionsin Common weales through ecuil go- 
uernment of chem, may to the griefe & vex- 
ation of good men be ſeene, than euer were. 
For wee fee continually that many through 
their cogging,prating,pride,&flatterie, with 
out all honeltie, learning or Chriſtianitic, in 
hope of profit and preferment, prickt there- 
vnto,beate their braines, and bende all their 
ſtudies, to be gratious in their cies, which fic 
in chiefe{t place aboue other men. By which 
ircommeth to paſſe, that for a time they are 
wel accepted,eucn of the beſt. 
Bur 
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But 200d Princes can {mel them out, and 
will baniſh them their companie, perſua- 
ding themſclucs , that that friend(hip is not 
of continuance,whoſe cad and ground is not 
the ſetting foorth and increaſe of vertue, 
Wherefore it is to be wiſhed,that all Chriſti- 4 4dmonicion 
an princes woulde carefully commit theſe ** *7#"ccs. 
wordes of Chriſt ro continual remembrance, 
ſaieng, Tow ſhall knowe them by their fruite, Doe Mar 7, 
men gather of tharnes , grapes ; or figges of thi- 
filet And againe, A naughtie tree cannot brin 
foorth good fruite.. For thoſe wordes of Chrilt 
are tobe vnderſtoode not onely of falſe pro- 
phets, bur aiſo of all men, and eſpecially of 
ſuch as beare authoritie. And therefore ought 
a good prince thus to reaſon with himſc!fe: 

What goodneſſe may be looked forat their 

hands, whoſe delizhthath alwaics bin from 

their youth in wickednes > Howe canit bee? Againſt the pre. 
Sith vato a vile nature, not regenerate with ferment of the 
Gods holie ſpirite,a wicked cuſtome and de- **&< 
light,asit wereanother nature, isadioyned. 

Is this mixture commendable 2 Nay tuely, 

If to this diveliſh behauiour , dignitie and 

honour (which ſeldome make vs better) be 

linked, what can be looked for els, but even 

prodigious monſters, hurtful to all men, and 
execrablebefore God 2 According to that: 

eAſperius miſero nthil et, dum ſurgit in alcum. 

For their great perferment , is the greateſt 


FE 


Of the ſecond comming of Chriſt, 
puniſhment that may be. And whether that 


Incankib.4q. (Nulla fides,pietaſq; viris, qui caſtra ſequuntur, 
V enaleſq, manus: bi fas,ubs maxima merces, 
No faith nor feare of God hane they, 
which do the warres purſue: 
Their hands are ginen to ſell and ſpoil: 
their gaine they call their due.) 


of Lucane ſpeaking of warriours brought vp 

in ſpoiles and wickednes,be altogether falſe: 

which vndoubtedly we belecuc, hauing lear- 

The prefernent ned the ſame by reading, and experience, to 
ef the wicked, berrue: and yetin this place we confeſle the 
Svingerb a ſame to be ſpoken ſomewhat Hyperbolical- 
= * lie. Beſides, how can they be profitable to 
their Princes,to their Countrie faithfull, and 

carefull of keeping iuſtice , and the Lawes: 

which in all their life haue beene faithlefle to 
the King of kings , & ſofar from any carcof 

keeping of iuſtice, thatthey neuer had any 

ſure knowledge of the ſame? What agreemet 

or good mixture can fire haue with water? 

Hotnefle with coldneſle ? Equitic with vn- 
rizhteouſnefle? Howe can it be, that men 

ſhoulde haue a care of that Countries pro- 

ſperitie, in which they are ſtrangers, and is 

riot their natiue foile ? Avaine , can men 

drowned in voluptuouſneſſe(whoſe {tudyis 

Onid.b.x, Faſt. Qxerere vi abſumant , & abſumpta requirere 
Cer = 


—_ ty 


Py, A 
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certant : To ſecke that they maie ſpende , and 
ſprie to finde that naughtilie is ſpent ; qPappu 
x4 qae'vre , ambitious, and louers of them. 
ſelues , ) with honeſtie preferre the Prin- 
ces proſperitie , before their owne priuate 
a” te ; and the common-weales good, 
fore their owne gaine 2 Sothatto place 
theſe meninauthoritie, is it not to yeelde the 
ſimple ſhcepe to the crueltie of rauening 
Wolues? Theſe men, O yertuous Princes (if 
ſtories of all times were noted ) ſhoulde ap- 
peare of all troubles the authours , in cuerie 
common weale, the ouerthrowers of euerie 
kingdome, alwaics betraiers of their Princes, 
as might be proued by many examples , and 
thoſe not farrefetcht, were it my minde to 
fraight my booke with Hiſtories. Wherefore 
O yee Princes and Rulers of the earth, which 
delire (as in deede you ought )to bee the pay, 
rentes of your people, vſc greater heede,and 
more iudgement in choohng them , which 
either ſhalbe of your counſell , or beare au- 
thoritic in your names: for the common fe- 
licitie doth moſt redound to your glorie. 
Andalſo bee youalwaies readie and pre- 
pared, then to give an account of your ſtew- 
ardſhippe, when the King of Kinges ( whoſe 
vaſſall is euery Monarch)ſhal come: of whoſe 
ſodaine comming, out of the worde of God, 
hcere I giue true and certaine tokens, __ if 
then 


Inks 16. 


Dan, 7. 


Of the ſecond comming of Chriff, 
then hce ſhall eſpie his beloued ſheepe ( of 


which, ifburt one be founde, which was loft, 
the whole troupe of Angels reioyce)by your 
negligence and faulte , to bee committed ag 
a pray to wolues and wicked beaſts, euill ſhal 
it bee with you : and then without all doubt 
in his rage , hee will caſt you headlong into 
hell and extreeme darkeneſſc. Thealmightie 
God by his holy ſpirite and grace,graunt yn« 
to all good Princes, and their Counſellers, 
wiſedome and prudencefrom aboue, that in 
deedethey may be the good lightes, bothin 
eſtabliſhing that which is protitable for their 
people, & executing of uſtice: and preſerue, 
defende,& keepethem,and all his ele from 


deſtruction, to the gloric of his name,and fe- 


licitic of his Church, Amen, 

Finally alſo, out of the ſeuenth Chapter 
of Daniel;anotable conieAure of the ſodaine 
comming of the Sonne of God, may bee ta« 
ken. For in that Chapter be deſcribed foure 
Monarchies of the worlde, and where,and in 
what nation they ſhall be from time to time, 
vntill the reſurreion of the dead.By which, 
the endes of the ages of this worlde may af- 
tera ſort bee noted. But theſe Monarchies be- 
ing deftrozed, there ſhall ſpring ( ſaieth Daniel) 
a mightie kmgdome , mightier than thoſe imme- 
diately before it , and ſhall change the religion of 
Chriſt, and ſhall hane wonderful ſucceſſe,and ſhal 


waye 
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wage battell with hohe men. 

Now, what kingdome he vnderſtandeth, 
it is apparent by the euent,which is, the Tur- 
kiſh Empire. But ( as the prophet ſaieth) P#- 
tabit qued poſſit mutare tempora, &c. He ſhall 
thinke that he ts of power to alter times, lawes, 
but indgement ſhall come,and hee ſhalbe taken a« 
way, his power ſhall be weakened , and come to 
naught, 

Theſe wordes do plainlie ynough declare 
that an alteration ſodainclic ſhall be in thoſe 
daies, when the Turkiſh empire doeth come 
to the higheſt , and promiſeth himſelfe an e- 
uerlaſting dominion ouer all the world. And 
ſtraightway ſhall that moſt comfortable day 
ſhewe it ſelfe, in which the Sonne of GOD 
ſhall raiſe the dead , & render to his Church, 
life, and eternall glorie : but the wicked hee 
ſhall caſte headlong into euerlaſting tor- 
mentes. With this prophelic let vs compare 
the times of our predeceſſours, and our owne 
together,and we ſhall cuidentlic perceiuethe 
Turke to haue preuailed mightily againſt the 
Chriſtians,and to poſlefle not onelie all Aſia, 
but alſoa great peece of Exrope, And (thatT 
may vſe the wordes of Laftantins ) Vere vo- 
rauit omnem terram, leges nonas ſtatuit, Rem- 
publicam ſuam fecit nome impery ſedemg, muta- 
wt: thatis, The earth in deede he hath dewou- 
red, new lawethe hath eſtabliſhed, the Common- 
weal 
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weale ts to himſelfe impropriated , the name and 
ſeate of the Empire he hath changed, Alſo what 
ſucceſle within theſe fewe yeercs he hath had 

it is well knowen. A great part of Hungarie 
he cnioyeth ; from the Venetian, hee hath ta- 


ken Cyprus : nowe from the King of Spaine, | 
Tunetum:and{as bheare) wharſocuer he hath 
y 


enioycd hitherto in Africa, is taken from 
others: andas yet hee 1s inarmour, with all 
warlike prouiſion, with ſhippe and ſouldier, 
prepared againſt the Spaniſh King,and threa« 
reneth vtter deſtruction toall the worlde. 
And therefore we doe plainely perceiue , the 

ſtate of theſe times marueilouſly to aunſwere * fin 


yntothe prophefic of Daniell. And it appea» I} |! 
reth (if by probable reaſons any thing may bac 
of likelihoode be gathered ) that the Turke, by 
chrough the ciuill diſſenſions of people , and gc 
continuall warres of Princes, to the ouer- her 
throwe of the Goſpell, by the Popes ſetting tok 
on, will ſubdue all kingdomes.But I truſt the | An: 
Lorde God by his ſpeedie comming , will Þ} 
bring to naught theſe endeuours of Turke our 
and Pope, againſt his Church, and will caſt wit 
that beaſt with the litle horne, which hath our 
mightily increaſed, all thoſe vngodlie & dra» | '5* 
goniſhe kingdomes arifing from the his 
Sea,& that falſe Prophet,into that ons 
fornace which burneth with yer, 


fircand brimſtone, pro 
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ill 


th 
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CHAP. 4. 
CManie reaſons,and probable conieftares 
from the courſe of time. 


Itherto by meane diligence, I 
haue recited thoſe forctokens 
Pf ofthe enduring of times, which 
Chriſte hath caught vs. And 
alſo I haue ſhewed other lignes 
and conietures out of Gods worde, and 
condition of the time that now is, by which 
we may know the oldenefle, and the ſodaine 
hniſhing of times:to which, when they come 
topaſte, the Lord commaundeth vs to looke 
backe, and to lift yp our heades. For there- 
by the Lorde God declareth his moſt ardent 
good will cowardes vs, in that he would not 
honifie the day & houre, but foreſhewed the 
tokens going immediatly before the ſame. 
And therefore, fith by theſe it is manifeſt, 
that it is the expreſle will of our Sauiour,that 
out of the written word of Chriſt, we ſhould 
with all diligence ſearch out the laſt time of 
our redemption : Idoubt not bur I ſhall doe 
a good deede,and gratefull both to God and 
his Church, if I vtter foorth ſome cogitati- 
ons of mine ,zfercht from the courſe of time, 
yet agreeing to the holy Scripture, for the 
proote of this opinion about the ſpeedy con- 
clufion 


Nerethe 4». cluſion of time. Not that I am in that minde 
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thours words are that | thinke theſe ro bee demonſtrations, 


MOI CErBaIne , 


erue demonſira- 


which through a neceſſitie of that which is 


rions,bax proba. ©O COMe , mult needes bee, but as probable 
ble conieffnres, thinges ſo long to be imbraced, till we learne 


Rom.F, 
1.Cor.15. 


more certaine, And therefore in theſe and ja 
like thinges,I ſubmitte my ſelfe to the better 
iudgement of the Church , and of thelear- 
ned: and I perſwade my ſelfe , that theſe and 
other ſingular prognoſtications which fol- 
lowe, whereby ſomewhat nigher I approch, 
than as yet I haue done, to ſhewe the ſodaine 
comming ofthe Lorde,ſhall be fo farre from 
terrifieng of the godly, that the conſideration 
of theſc thinges will be moſt pleaſant & com- 
fortable. 

Bur yet I take not vppon me (as afore alſo 
I haue proteſted ) ro knowe the day , which 
Chriſt faith himſelfe: he docth not know, (as 
hee like a man beareth the office of an Apo-« 
{tle.) For the ſ1gnes foretolde we may know, 
bur not the day and houre: not the-very mo- 
ment of his comming, but the token of that 
moment doe wee ſearch ourt,as farre foorth as 
it is lawfull for man ſo todoe. 

The holie Scripture eueriewhere maketh 
ſome collation betweene the farſt Adam the 
ſinner,and the Sonne of God Chriſt our Sa- 
viour the ſeconde Adam: alſo betweene the 
floud,and the ytter ouerthrow ofthe world, 
cucn 
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euen as Chriſt doth fignifie in theſe wordes, 


Et erit ſicut in\diebuy Noe, c . And it ſhalbe Match.25; 


45 in the dayes of Noe , ec, Wherefore I fell 
firſt into this conſideration, and afterwardes 
fro one to another, into thoſe which enſue: 
Whether the times paſt in equalitie of the 
ſame number anſ{wered alike. For the Lorde 
God hath ordained all thinges by a fingulat 
and cuerlaſting wiſedome : and experictice 
doeth teach by a certaine concurring of the 
ſtarres, that in ſuch thinges a great likeneſle 
of times is woont often to happen: as inthe 
birth of Iſaac, and of his offering , which is 
a hgure of Chriſt, there is a great conſent of 


conſider the yeeres of the generations of all 


Oo 


laieng aſide the falſe computation of Euſe- 1656eere., 
bis, and others ( following the Greeke tran- An applceris of 


lation of the ſeuentie interpreters ) from the ** #meof Mo- 
e: gowernment, 


of the delerie 
floud, arc iudged to bea thouſand, fixe hun- gf he teverfr8 


dred, fiftie and fixc yeeres, From this number the hands of 
the yecres of Chriſts birth , vnto this preſent Pharao,ef the 


yeere athouſand, fiue hundred, ſenentie and 177504 de- 
ſeruffion of 


Hieruſalem, 


firſt yeere of the worldes foundation to the 


hue , doe differ eightic and one veere, iftruly 
that number were filled.But I doe not thinke , 


the world ſhall continue fo long, that the Jat- when Chrif 
E 2 ter ame into this 


$a 4-3 - > ſaac andChrift, 
the times. For from Iſaac, vnrill Chriſt were rom the ” 
two thouſand yeeres fully expired.But when of 1/aac wnill 
from Adam orderly vntilÞ the loud we doe £#1if.2009. 
From the crea- 


—_— |; þ 
the fathers, & gather them all into one ſum, —_— 


Of the ſecond comming of (rift, 


worlde,vanqui- the time ſhoulde in number exceede the for- 

ſhed Satan, and ter , for manie coniectures which followe: 

ax Om my what may come to paſſe the Lord know- 
Et 

Likewiſe Moſes is a figure of Chriſt. That 

maruellous dcliuering of 1raell by Moles, 

out of the handes of Pharao, is a figure of 

the vitorie of Chriſt , which on our behalfe 

he hath by his death on the crofle and reſur- 

reion from the dead , obteined againſt the 

deuill, and death . Fe the whole gouerne- 

ment of Moſes, is a ſhadowe of C briſts king- 

dome: the overthrowe of the Iewes and de- 

ſtruction of Hicruſalem, is no doubt a token 

of the worldes ouerthrowe , And heere wee 

{ſhall ſee a woonderfull conſent and agreeing 

of times:that ſo by things paſt we may ' looke 

for the euent of chinges t ro come, vndoubted- 

ly by the ſingular prouidence, counſell and 

ordinance of GOD. For no other reaſon 

can I render, fith I cannot perſwade my ſelfe, 

that theſe thinges can by chance ſo wonder- 

fully agree together. Fir{t,by the true account 

of yecres, it 1s p]:ine ther from the comming 

From the com- gyt of eAEopt, and publiſhing of the Lawe, 

4 vntill the natmitie of Chriſt, are numbbedi 
Thing of the lay *houſande , five hundred, and nine yeeres. 

wntill the nati- Now if the yeres from the nativitie of Chriſt 

nizie of Chriſt, wn:ill this time,in which Chriſt began againe 

1599. to be borne to the worlde, and tobe brought 

1- 
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intothe light as it were through the prea- ,,,, 2. 
ching of the Goſpel, by. Lather,and other fa- 4c,ip, waill 
mous men, were numbered, they are in ſum the bringing of 
a thouſand,fiue hundred,and ſeuenteene, A- #* Goſpetinzo 
gaine,from the departure out of egypt, vn- ag0 Op Lanan, 
til che death of Chriſt, the yeeres are accoun- COS 

. s , YO TIDE COME - 
ted ro be a thouſand, five hnndred, fourtic & ing au of Ae- 
two . And this number alfo doeth maruel- gype will the 
louſly agree with that generall perſecution cath of Chriſt, 
in Germanie , made by Charles the fift, and 74*70076: 

4 Fro the birth of 
the Pope; which happened in the yeere, a Chriſt omuil the 
rhouſand, five hundred,fourtie & ſeuen: So ,,,y perſecuis 
that theſe numbers of yeeres' being compa- of Chriſtiansin 
red together, will be found not much to dif- the daies of 
fer in quantitice of number. Charlerthe fi, 

\ But from theſe poore mentions,l will goe _ Moſes 
higher to thoſe things which eſpecially doe gonernement, 
agree to our purpolc, It is manifeſt that Mo- wuilthe de- 
ſes gouernement , vntill the deſtruction of ſrutfion of 
Hieruſalem by Ti, did ſtandein all, one fiyalen & 
thouſand, five hundred , eightie and three 24 

eeres . Neither is it to bee doubted of any, 
wb that that'deſtruction & waſting {of Hie- 
ruſalem) is a manifeſt figure of the laſt ruine 
of the world, And therfore doeth our Lorde 
ſpeake of theſe thinges together, and faith: 
Thoſe daies were like the aaies of Noe , in re- 
ſpe of manners , and the ſecuritic of mans 
life. Now at length, what ſhall wee gather of 
theſe things? Thar the terme of the worldes 
EB 3 deſtru- 


Ofthe ſecond comming of Ch1sſt, 


deſtruction ſhoulde agree with the former 
number of yecres of Moſes gouernement? 
Which not the ſonne of an Emperour, or 
chiefeſt Monarch,as was Hierufalem: but the 
Sonne of God , much mightier than all Em- 
perours, an euerlaſting King can bring ro 
naught , Which thing CMelantthon leemeth 
plainly to point at in the life of Yeſpaſian, in 
his Chronicles, And the like reaſon is heere, 
which is inthe former compariſon of num- 
Ders, if things to come may bee gathered by 
things paſt alreadie , The figure doeth alto» 
scther1n this place agree , and the chiefeſt 
f12ncof Chriſtes comming, to wit, the prea- 
ching of the Goſpel hath gone afore, and we 
do ſticke inthe middeſt of all the other fore- 
told calamitics,and eucry yeere expect more 
| muſerie, 

Theindgemen Finally alſo, the Aſtronomers write {if 

of Sſlronomers, a x ; | ws 
In theyeers  Euerie 5kilfull man in his owne facultie 15to 
 258;.gvearat- be credited) thar the ſtarres inthe beginning 
zerationinthe of the thouſande, five hundred, eightie and 
woridis0obe foure yeeres, (which almoſt together doeth 


F/ { df . * 
JT . agree with the number aboue mentioned) 
Cyprian Leauj- © | 

ins of che doe threaten verie fearefull and horrible 


ftrangecon- thinges , eithera greeuous ajteration of em- 
iunfion of Pla- pires,and other woonderfull things: or elle 
= thezeere ar, vtter deſtruction of this worlde. The 
1593. wordes of Cyprian Leounimns , a Bohemian, a 


molt excellent Mathematician, in acertaine 
| booke 
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booke of Prognoſtications , for twentie 
yeeres, from the yeere fixtic foure, tothe 
eightie foure, be theſe: e Anno Domen 1 587. 
CMenſe Maiozhe, Which tsmn the yeere of our 
Lorde 1 583, inthe CMoneth of Mare, there 
ſhall happen a great coniun(tion of the ſuperiour 
planets 1 the laſt ende of Piſces : after which 
ftratghtwates in the yeere eightie foure, ſhall en+ 
ſue a wonderfull mixture of all the planets almoſt 
e Taurus,about the endof March, begmning 
of eAprill, 

And which ts more , alule after that ſhalbe 
ſeene an eclipſe of the Sunne , in the twentie de- 
ree of Taurus, about the h:ad of Algol, a mo#F 
cruell and hurtfall fixed ftarre, gouerned by Ve- 
nus,which ſhalbe linked to fine planets in Aries, 
tending towarde the twelft, Here(ſayerh hee) 
muſt wee watch : and I thinke it meete that all 
earthlie cogitations be caſt off, leaſt wee bee de- 
roied being wnreadie : for this great contuntlion 


5 of all,the laſt which ſnail happen mm the ende of 


waterie Trigon , and waterie Trigos ſhall haue yy ery Trogon, 


anende,and be turned inte fierie Trigon, Net- 
ther any more in the ſpace of ezght hundred 
yeeres, the end of the watrte Trigon ſhatbe nigh, 
But becauſe about the ende of waterie Trizon, 
this monarchie ſhall beginne, it ts lihely that the 
ſame alſo in the ende of the ſame Trrgon, ſhall 
haue an end,/ith the Sonne of God himſelfe Ieſus 
(rift 2mr Lorde , enen in the ende of waterie 
E 


4 Trigon 


Of the ſecond comming of Chriſt, 


Afore the birth Trigon, tooke pon him the nature of man, For 


or jr it comming 
of Cl riſl,awate- 


rie T rigon, 


ſexe yeeres before his moſt glorious natmitie,, the 
ſame verie comnition in the extremitie of Piſces 
and mthe begmnimng of Aries, happened, Nether 
came the like ſince that time , but when ( harles 
the Great held his empire , which was in the yere 
of our Lora, ſeuen bunared, eightie, and nine, 
end nowe the ſeconde time , ſuch a great and 
ſtrange coninnition ſhall come : which vndoub- 


Aforethe ſecond tealie doth foreſhewe the other comming of the 
comming ang» Soune of GOD and many? mateſire of his glo- 


ther Trigon, 


rie : at which time we muſt render anaccount 
of our hfe and conuerſation, And a little after 
he ſaith, But vnder Charles the Great, the ende 
of the werlde could not be , becauſe at that time, 
fine thonſande yeeres were not expiea.. But 
nowe the operation of thus greate coniuntlion 
contmuing , the number ſhall tende to ſixe 
kunared yeeres : which agreeth with the hohe 
Prophet , affirming that this worlde ſhonlde 
ſtand ſixe thouſand yeeres : from which ſumme 
of yeeres, the Sonne of God ſhall take ſomewhat, 
ſazeng, The laſt time, for the eieed of God, 
ſhalbe ſhortened. Bur if there remained yet an 
orhzr conunCtion of the former planets, like to the 
firſ? . then ſhould there be required almoſt erght 
hkuudred yeeres moe: which added to the times of 
thes preat gommuttion , doe make the number o 
frice thouſand , and almoft foure hunared yeeres, 
which ts. plaine againſt that propheſie « Theſe 


Cone 


—_ 


Na, 


Fe 
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conieftures, how ſoexer they are , I thought goed 
ro recite, which doe agree with the learneg pro- 
pheſies of moſt ancient «Aſtrologers . Hitherto 
Cyprian,which alſo by his Laune verſes doth 
ſhewethat olde and common propheſie, tur- 
ned into Germanicall rythme, by [ohn Stoff- 
ler, which alſo aboue nineteene yeeres ago, I 
haue heard recited by Melanithon , The 
wordes in the Germaine tongueare theſe: 
Zawſent funffeundert achtzitcht acht, 
Das iſt das Jar,das ich betrachf, 

Geth indem de Welt next vnder, 
Geſchicht doch groz mercklich wunder, 


The Latine verſes are theſe following: 
Poſt mille expletos a partu virgints annos, 

Et poſt quingentos rurſua ab orbe datos, 
Oftogeſimus oftauus mirabilis anni 

Ingruet, is ſecum triſtia fata feret: 
$i non hoc anno tot us malus occidet orbis, 

Si non im nthilum terra fretumque ruet: 
(untta tame munds ſurſum wunt atg, retrorſum 

Imperia,cs luftus vndig, grands erit, 


In Engliſh thus: 


When after Chriſts birth there be expird 
Of hundreds, fifteene yecres,cightic and cight, 
Then comes the time of dangersto be feard, 
And al mankind with dolors it ſhal freight: 
For if the worldin that yeere doe nor fall, 
li{ca and Land then periſh ne decaie. 
Yer Empires all,and kingdomes alter ſhall, 
And man to eaſc himſcife ſhallbaug no way. 


E 5 Now 


From: the birth 
of Chrift untill 
the deftnetion 
of Hieruſalem 
T3 Yeeres. 
From the brin- 


Of the ſecond comming of Chrift, 


Nowe by this it appeareth how thenum- 
ber af yeeres of Moſes gouernement, which 
endured a thouſand , fiue hundred, eightie 
and three yecres, andof this yeere, a thou- 
ſande, five hundred, eightie and foure, (in 
whole beginning that prodigious coniuntti- 
on ofthe Planets in the ende of waterie Tri- 
gon doth happen, )agree together:ſo that the 
quantitie and number of the times fore- 
tolde, the ſignes and ſtarres ſeeme to agree 
together, and without all doubt to portende 
the ſame thing. In like manner may we bring 
foorth other compariſons of time, which by 
reaſon of like euentes agree together woon- 
derfully . Of which this one 1s not of leaſt 
weight: To wit, the ſame time from thena- 
tiuitie of Chriſt, vnrtill the ouerthrawe of 
Hierufalem 1s almoſt equall wich thar, when 
Luther farſt of all ſer himſelf. againſt the 
Popes indalgences, and beganne to preach the 
Goſpell, to this yeere cightie and eight, in 
which,or about the ſame, by this maruellous 
ioyning together of Planets, which ſhal bee 


O 
foure yeeres before by the {ingular proui- 


dence of God, ſodirefull deſtinies of the 
worlde ſhall mecte together. For from the 
birth of Chriſt, vntill the deſtruQion of Hie- 
rufalem, are numbered ſeuentie and three 
yecres: and from the time when Luther and 
others firſt began to preach Chriſt and bis 
Gol- 
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Goſpel,yntil the cightic and eight yeere, are ging of his Go. 
accounted ſeuentic and one. The number is /pel inzo bghe by 
uſt with that before, and ſpeaking allegori- ##%cr,vmil 
cally , then may Chriſt be {aide to bee borne —_ 00 
againe, whenas his doEtrine, ſo long by Pa- ,; ,we. 
pilticall dreames darkened, and fonde illu- 
ſions ſo deepely buricd, isas it were borne a- 
newc,and doeth clearely ſhine among vs,But From he birth | 
if thoſe yeeres from the birth of Chriſt, vmtil Ar—— __ 
his preaching & ſuftering of death, with that ,,,, my oh 
generall perſecution done by Charles the fift andfrom his 
and the Pope : and againe, thoſe yeercs from birth to his 
thedeath of Chriſt, vntil the deſtruction of 4% 33 yeers, 
Hieruſalem, .with theſc yeeres which came 
ſince that generall perſecution, vntill the 88. 
yere,were compared: wee {hall ſce alſo,that 
in number of yeres they do not much differ. 
For betweeneChriſts birth, & his preaching, 
there was 30.yeeres :: and ſoto his death, 3 3. 
yeres, & ſomewhat __ . But _ that 17 _ t- 
'ecre, when yGolpel began to-{hjne againe, ©7897 59e &0- 
i che po"! dow xp Eon Charles the Em- ry Cm 
perour began to arme himſelfagainſt y ſtates cxuing of the 
ofthe Empire , ſo to abohſhthe doctrine of ſame by Charles 
Chriſt, are numbred 29.yeeres. Againe #2 Emperonr 
from the death of Chriſt, to the ouerthrowe ©*<*ted3z3. 
ct Hieruſalem, there was 40. yeeres. And” 
from that genecrall perſecution , which hap- 
penedin the fourtic and ſhixe yeere,yntill the 
eightie and fixe yeere , areaccounted four- 
tie 


eeres, 


Of the ſecond comming of Chrift, 


tie yeeres : which is the middle ycere be- 
tweene the eightie foure , when that excee- 
ding ſtrange vniting together of the Pla- 


bout which time that coniuattion ſhall take 
* his full force. 

Moreouer, I find that theſe times,in which 
thoſe two wonderfull coniunctons did ap» 
peare{ixe yeres before the birth of Chriſt, & 
in the daics of Charles the Great, & the third 
and laſt, which ſhall happen before the full 
expiring of ſ1xe thouſand /yeeres , the thou- 
ſand,fiuc hundred, eightie, &.foure being at 
hand,do f:ll the fame number +, . For Cypritn 

From the fof Leowitins doeth write,that that other vniting 
appezring f Of Planets in the time of Charles che Great, 
warerie Trig, Chaunced in the yeere ſeuen hundred , eigh« 
6.zeeresbefore tie and-nine , after the nativitie of Chriſt, 
= mf R to this number ſo manie moe were added; 
_ Pt 1eyeeres woulde bee one thouſande , fiue 
yeeres, from hundred, ſeuentic and cight . Nowe if to 
theſecond tothe theſe were added thoſe 1ixe yeeres before 
bef.;389.boh Chriſt was borne, when:y: firſt of theſe three 
- 957 Y coniunctios happened,ther (hal ariſe (coun- 

Fs ful ting from the natiuitie of Chriſt , as it were 
wwnber of i384 froman cffett of the former coniunQtion)the 

Jeeres, ſamenumber of yeeres in ful quantitie agree- 
ng with that dreadfull yeere, eightie foure, 

aboue a thouſand fue hiidred:only that firſt, 


from this laſt , which is to come, differing 
thoſc 


nets ſhall appeare , and the cightie eight, a» | 
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thoſe ſixe yeeres before Chriſtes birth. 

I confefle my ſelfe not tobe skilfull in 
Aſtronomie, although I doe greatlie eſtceme 
that art(1f it be ſoberly yſed, and not yainely 
abuſed.: ) which ſome , becauſe they are not 
acquainted therewith (as commonly it hap- 
peneth )doe not onely deſpiſe , but alſo with 
euill wordes, becauſe it is Sues by ſome,de- 
face. But if the writing of Leowitizs,& which 
was a greate while before his time, John 
Stoffler, and other Aſtronomers iudgementes 
of thoſe rare Coniunions of all the Pla- 
nets in the cnde of waterie 77igon bee true: 
(as certes I belecue, and yerilie perſwade my 
ſelfe)I ſay plainely, itis a thing greatly to be 
maruelled at, that thoſe collations of times 
(in which the Lord God either hath beſtow- 
ed ſingular benefites vppon his Church, and 
alſo will beſtowe, or altered kingdomes, and 
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- will alter ) by ſuch a certaine woonderfull e- 


qualitie , and quantitie of numbers ſhoulde 
anſwere betweene themſelues , euenas thoſe 
reaſons of Altronomers in euerie reſpc& 
haue done,Of which it is euidently gathered, 
that the Lorde God by a {ingular prouidence 
and eternall counſel,doth guide and gouerne 
all thinges, And alſo it is plainely to be ſeene, 
that he hath made the Starres, and the courſe 
of them to be as it were clockes of his eternal 
counſecll, and gouernementes of ſuch thinges 

in 


Projſe of Aſiro- 
nomwe. 


Of the ſecond comming of ( hriſt, 
in his Church; and common weales , euen as 
the Lorde God alſo doeth witnefle himfelfe, 
that thoſe lightesin the Firmament of hea- 
uen ſhould bee for ſignes of times, and dais, 
and yeeres, 

And therefore from theſe things doe cun- 
ning Aſtronomers fetch their coniectures, 
becauſe through a certaine order which the 
ſtarres doe keepe, they haue by long vſe ob- 
ſerued verie many thinges,that ſo from a true 
obſeruation of principles, they may bring 
foorth generall coniectures, whoſe cucntes 
doe matuellouſly agree together. And that 
there is a certaine order, or a true courſe of 
the ({tarres, that woonderfull agreeing toge- 
ther of yecres, continually in great alteration 
of kingdomes, and Religion, which hath bin 
marked,is a great proote: as by that which is 
alrcady ſpoken,may, and hereafter ſhal more 
plainly appeare.Truely,as often as I conſider 
theſe things,] am not only exceedingly trou- 
bled in minde, butas it were compelled to 
belecue, that that eſpeciall time of the end of 
this world is nigh at hande: becauſe the Lord 
among other thinges alſo hath giuen vs cer- 
taine tokens, to wit, that afore his comming, 


there ſhalbe a darkening of the Sunne and 
Moone,thar the qualities of the heauens ſhall 
be troubled . By which wordes no doubt he 
would ſignifie, that the whole Firmament of 


{tarres 


rc 
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ſtarres ſhould be altered,and as it were threa- 
tena deſtruction, 


CHAP. 5. 


An application of hiftories,and other teflms- 
nies, with a ſhort repetition of that 
which i ſpoken. 


GZ Herefore , in my iudgement 
| herein is conteined a wonder- 
3 full myſterie, yea greater than 
"oY may be vttered by any morrall 
Co" ==) man, in thatour mercifull Fa- 


ther ( if anic credite may bee giuen to CMas 
thematicians ) to theſe three times betweene 
thoſe two thowſande yecres of the laſt age, 
which (according to Elias Prophehe ) were 
appointed to Chriſt, hath annexed the ſame 
coniunction of all the Planetes, vnder the 
ſame fignes . Becauſe, if theſe Mathemarticall 
obſeruations, together with that agreement 
of times alreadie ſpoken of , were compared 
with the. prophefies of the Prophetes of 
Chriſt, and of Paul, we ſhall firfde a maruel- 
lous conſent of all theſe thinges « Which 
thing by the prophets,by Chriſt, & by the A- 
poltles, the {tars ſignifieng the ſame through 
the ynipeakeable loue of God towardes his 
Church, is thereſore doone, that theſe three 
times, 


Three eſpecial 
Ee io beno- 
ted, 


Of the comming 
of Chriſt into 
the fleſh, 


Of the ſecond comming of {hriſt, 

times , as it wereby a molt neceſlarie obſer. 
uation, ſhouldebee marked : to wit: about 
what time Chriſt rooke vppon him our na- 
rure: alſo about what time, by the comming 
of Antichrilt, the true doctrine of Chriſt was 
obſcured, and that ſonne of perdition obtei- 
ned the chiefe place1n the Church and em- 
pire of the worlde : and finally, about what 
time that glorious comming of the Sonne of 
God to judgement is to bee looked for, Bur 
that wee may the better open theſe thinges, 
let vs conſider after what manner the events 
of thoſe two former times haue happened,in 
which the ſame conſtellation of the ſtarres, 
according to the opinion of CyprianLeoniting, 
did come, that of thoſe two paſt, we may the 
better iudge of that moſt ioyful comming of 
the Sonne of God,to all his elect,& may cer- 
tainely perſ{wade ourſelues,that he will make 
haſt, and come ſhortly , & with ſpeede: and 
alſolet vs c6fider that time,in which the ſame 
conſtellation ſhall appeare againe,which was 
twiſc afore, and in multitude of yeeres ( as is 
aboue ſaid) is like thoſe paſt. 

When the godlie about Chriſtes time did 
ſee, that the gouernement ſhould bee raken, 
not onelie from the ſtocke of Danzd , but al- 
ſo from the lewes, and tranſlated to ſtraunge 
rulers, to wit, to the houſe of eAnteater the 
Iaamite , no doubte theie ſuppoſed that 
Chriſts 
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Chriſtes comming into the fleſh, wasthen at 
hand,&rthe rather they did ſothinke, becauſe 


Jacob the Patriarch had long afore prophe- Gene. 49, 


fied, that The ſcepter ſhould not be taken from 
Inda , nor the captame from betweene his feete, 
vntill Silo came , or hee which was to bee ſent, 

And alſo thole ſeuentie weekes of Daniel! 


drew wel to an end, which being expired,the D#-3 


Ruler of the people ſhoulde ſhewe himlelfe, 
Neither did that vadoubted hope deceiue 
the godlie: for the Sonne of God Chriſtar 
that time tooke our fleſh ypon himtruly and 
indeede, he was a ſacrifice for our {innes, and 
roſe from death tor our deliverance, ſo thar 
thoſe prophehies were fully expired,& tooke 
their effe, And that thEal the /ewes thought 
their Meſſias thoulde bee borne, which they 
dreamed ſhould be a mightie monarch, and 
rule ouer the worlde , Swetonins Trangquillus 
docth cuidentlie ſhew inthe life of Veſpaſian, 
the fourth Chapter. 

Likewiſe Saint Paule did foretell a moſt 
certaine arg 
there were ſome in ſo wicked an opinion, 
that they thoughe the comming of the Lorde 
een then to bee nigh at hande:whom Paule 
endeuoureth to bring from that errour, tea- 
ching that the Lorde thou!d not come, before 
that wicked man ,an enimic to God , were 


F firſt 


ument of the comming of the of the comming 
ſonne of perdition. For in the time of Paul, of AntichrS. 


2.Theſ.2, 


Hierome vnio 
Algaſia, 


Tertullan, 


Laffamins. 


Charles the 
Great, 


Of the ſecond comming of (rift, 
firſt reucaled,& that he ſhould not be renez. 
led,except firlt that ancient and preſent Em. 
Pire of Rome were vtterlic aboliſhed. Which 
thing he doeth fignifie in theſe wordes, ſay. 
ing: Hee onely which keepeth , let him holde 
preſently,untill he be taken away, and then that 
wicked man ſhall be diſcloſed. Hierome folowed 
the ſame ſenſe, writing vnto eAlgaſia, in this 
manner: Q#e cauſa ſit,cc, That is : Tow know 
very well what the cauſe #, that Antichriſt now 
preſently commeth not. He will not plainely ſaie, 
that the Romane Empire muſt bee deſtroyed, 
which the gouernonrs thereof ſzppoſe ſhall conti- 
nue for euer . Whereof it is , that according to 
Tohns Renuclation,mn the forehead of that purpled 
harlot, there is written a name of blaſphemie , of 

euerlaſling Rome. For if hee had plainely ſaide, 
eAntichriſt ſhall not come, except firit the Re- 
mane Empire bee aboliſhed , a init cauſe there 
might ariſe of perſecuting the Eaſt Church 
which then was, And alittle after he faith: The 

Romane empire,which now keepeth al nations m 

ſubreftion, muſt bee onerthrowen, and then ſhall 

cAntichriſt come,the fountame of miquitie, , 

The ſame doth Tertalhan obſerue in his trea- 

tiſe of the Reſurre&tion of the fleſh : and La- 

fantms,in his ſeuenth booke,and 25.Chapter 
of inſtitutions. 

But if wee would compare the propheſie 
of Paul , with the deedes of Charles the 

Great, 
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Great,wee ſhall finde that prophefie in thoſe 
dates maruellouſlie ro have taken effe&t,and 
then the auncient Empire of the Romanes 
altogether to haue come to naught, and the 
title of the Empire, which was the image of 
the beaſt, to bee tranſlated ro the French- 
men,and Germanes,and afterwardes by litle & 
litle eſpeciallie to hauc come to the Pope of 
Rome,which at that time began plainely to 


ſhew himſelfe to be verie Aneichriſt;and that 


damnable childe. Becauſe he was not onelie Platind. | 
content to bee immpnu;,or the head of the v- Krant.2.Ca. 


niuerſall Church ( as Phocas before abouc 
two hundred yeeres had appointed him) bur 
alſo the Lorde of Lordes. For Charles nowe 
being annointed and crowned Emperour by 
the Pope, ( becauſe hee had luckilic ouer- 
come Deſiderins king of the Lorgobardians, 
which ambitiouſlic ſought the Emperorſhip 
of all /calie ) and afterwardes his fonne Lo- 
domes Pins, from whence alſo hee receiued 
that name to be called Lodoxrhe the godke,the 
Romanes granted vnto himthe gouernmenc 
both of Rome,& of many other prouinces: 
and this hath Raphael Volateranin the Aces 
of Pipin,& of the Emperours, faithfully com- 
mitted to poſterities by writing . So the 
power & raalice of the Biſhops increaſing by 
licle & litle,y whole world came vnder their 
ubiection,& all Emperours, Kings, & Prin- 


- CCS 


18. 


Gaguintss lib 4. 


Of the ſecond comming of (hriſt, 
ces became as it weretheir Clientes , or (as] 
may ſay)their vaſlals:& they yet in name;the 
ſeruantes of ſlaues : bur in deede as it were 
chiefe Monarches of all kings,feruing at their 
beckes. Of theſe we hauea notable teſtimo. 
nic of that moſt nobleand worthie Sa/i5bur. 
gan Archbilhoppe Eberhardus , which about 


Lib.7, Ame. 
Joan. Auen, in | 
exeplari Ingo,.. the yeere of our Lorde 1240. in the open 


fadiiimpreſo, councelles of the King, is reported to have 
- 219 534 ſpoken theſe wordes enſuing : Flamines ilh | 
fo o 684. FLA Babylonie regnare cupiunt, ec. That IS, Thoſe 


685, 


canot abide: they wil not leaue off until they hane 
troden all thinges wr1.dex their feete, and ſit in the 
temple of God, and bee exalted aboue all that 


which is worſhipped . Their deſire of riches, and | 
thirſt for preferment, 1s vuſatiable. The more you 


tne to acouetons man, the more hee gapes, 

Shewe your finger, and hee will deſire the hande, 

Through libertre we are allthe worſe. He which 

s the ſeruant of ſeruantes,coneteth to bee Lorde 

of Lovdes, as if he woulde be God himelfe. The 

holie aſſemblies and meetings of his brethren, yea 

A deſcription of of his Lordes, hee condemneth, He t5 in feare, 
Antthrift, leaſt he be com:yelled to gine an account of thoſe 
thmges which dailie he doeth more and more 4- 

gainſt the Lawes, He fpeaketh wonderfull things, 

4; if he were GOD, Newe deniſes are mbu 

minde, whereby hee mey impropriate the Empire 

zo himſelfe . Hee chanrgeth lawes, his owne be 


Babylonian prieſtes deſire to raigne, equalles they | 


eſia- | 
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eftabliſheth hee abuſerh,he ſpoyleth, deceineth, 


ſaieth. Thus man of perdttion which ts called 


Antichriſt in whoſe forehead it ts written, Iam 
God, and cannot erre: he ſitteth in the temple 
of GOD, and beareth ſwaie farre and wide, 
But 46 it ts in holie Scripture : He which rea- 
deth,let him vnderſtand . The learned ſhall 
vnder/tand,all the ongod) ſhall doe wickedly,and 


ſhal not perceine, And alitle after,Romani mas 


1 1 as populi ec. The maieſtic of the Romane 
1 prople,which ſometime ruled the whole world, ts 
J taken from the earth, and the Empire ts returned 


mro Afia.Againe, The Eat ſhall beare ſivay, the 
Weſt ſhalbe in ſubieftion . The kingdome ſhalbee 


1 augmented, the chiefe power of things by manie 
I ſalbe ſcattered, dinided, d1mmiſned, I will nos 


ſay,torne , cinil diſſenſion for ener i ſowen, net« 


1 ther ſhall we perceine the end of bloudie battels. 
1 The Emperour t avaine appellation or name, 


ks onelie a ſhadow. Ten Kmgs are together, which 


I have dinided the worlde, ſometime the Empire of 


Rome,gnot for the defence, but deſtruttion of the 
ſame CFC. 

Finally alſo , euen as the Pope in power 
and authoritic hath increafed, ſolikewiſcin 
blaſphemies and impictic hath hee aboun= 
ded: inſomuch that at length hee hath vſur- 
ped the power of God, inuerted the face of 
all true Religion : and defiled the ſame with 


his filth:which thing no wiſe man can denie. 
F 3 There- 


Of the ſecond comming of Chriſt, 


- 


The blaſphe- 


ſelte ro be God, as may bee prooucd hy the 
Decrees and Decretals of the Popes, any 
man thinke we {ay not the truth. Heare what 
his moſt impudent fauourers on his behalfe 
haue reported: The Pope (laythey) u called 
as it were wonderfull, from Pape the interiettion 
of woondering, becauſe he ts Chriſtes Vicar and 
Goas, whoſe the fulneſſe of the earthis . And 


Proeme of (ement ſpeaketh thus: Papa di- 


pn al, yea the de- 
rull and all. 


2.Diſi.44. 


led as it were The father of al fathers,hauing on- 
lie the fulneſſe of power. Alſo Thomas of Aquine 
faith, That mſpuritual matters, & temporall,hee 
hath the chiefest degree,as well as Peter the A- 
poitle.At a word, they make him a mungrell, 
as partly God,& partly man. They call him 
The ſpouſe of the (hurch , the mother of the 
faitkfull, which cannot erre, whoſe vorce ts hea» 
wenliecuen as Peters was,cy+ therfore that he is 
the chiefeſt indge: whoſe wickedneſle, asthe 
murders of Samſon,the theft of the Hebrues 
and adu!cerie of Iacob, are to bee judged of 


, 
none:for there is one and the ſame ſeate (fay 


they )both of God and the Pope, The Popes 
will is aide to bea heauenly will, and there- 
fore is of power to chauvge the nature of 
_- things, 


Therefore doth he fit in the temple of God, | 


of ihe = bo chalenging to himſelfe the authoritic of the | 
Pope, higheſt: and as Paul fpcaketh,boaſting him.. | 


Tohn Andr, vppon this worde Pope ,in the ? 


The Pope is all {14 eft quaſi Pater patrum,&e.The Pope 14 cal» | 
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I things,to applie that vnro one,which belon- 
1 geth to another , and of nothing to make 
1 ſomewhat. Are not theſe & ſuch hkerules of 
| the Canoniſts, formally recited, maruellous 


things, which with blaſphemous and wicked 
lippes,vnder the Popes perſon, according to 
Daniels prophelie, ſpeak againſt the God of 


| Gods? And as the Occidentall Empire of 
{ this Pope, in the time of Charles the Great, 
I was diuided from the Orientall: ſo likewiſe 
7 the Empire at Conftantinople , which ſome- 
J time was called alſo the Oricntall empire of 
1 Rome,afterwards was greatly diminiſhed by n;,;. of the * 
{ the great Twrke & Saraſimns, whoſe power & empire of Rome. 
I terward increaſed moreand more, and that 


mightlily. Afterward .alitle before the reigne 


J of Carolus (alumcolen to Charles the grear, 
{ the Tartarian Turkes, by occafion they were 


requeſted to aſſiſt the Perſians againl(t the 


I Saraſms,obtcined all «Aſia: and theſe embra- 
q cing the Mahometicall ſe , at the length 
| came to be of great power. Sothat theſe two 


wicked and Antichriſtian kingdomes tooke 
their beginning, whenthe Romance Empire 
in Phocas time and Heraclixs , was impaired, 
and in the reigne of Charles the Great, the 
Empire almoſt ſubuerted , they daily more 
and more mightily increaſed in this weake 
and diuided kingdome,whoſe feete were be- 
come partly of 1ron,and partly of carth. Af- 

F 4 ter- 


Of the ſecond comming of Chriſt, 
terward by lies, backſlidings,and ſlaughter, 
(which are the properties of Antichriſtians) 
The properties their ruling and religion was confirmed, & 
—_—_— J%- the Saints of God,by mingling earthlie with 
; heauenlie things, were vexed:as Hiſtoriogra, 
phers, and the Chronicles of John Auentine 
eucrie wheredo witneſle:and therefore both 
of them by the glorious comming of the 
Lord,ſhalbe aboliſhed, and ſhall recciue one 

and the ſame deſtruction. 
Ofthe comming Iftherefore to the conſolation of all the 
of Chrift to iud= godlie , and confirmation of our faith, the 
— holic Ghoſt hath had a great care to deli- 
uer vnto vs by the Propheres , certaine fore- 
ſignes, by which might bee conicRured, 
when the comming of Chriſt in the fleſhe 
was nigh at hande: whoſe comming ſhoulde 
yet before the worlde , bee baſe and verie 
{imple, and yer of ſufficient power to ſaue 
our ſoules from the heauie curſe and difplea- 
ſureof GOD : and if the holie Ghoſt hath 
beene ſo carefull in giuing to the Church, 
and theichoſen of G O D, certaine11gnes 
and tokens of the comming of Antichriſt: 
no doubt hee did the ſame, that the better 
they might ſhunne and forſake all his vn- 
true teachings aud blaſphemies, by the help 
of Gods word. And therefore hath the ho- 
he Spirit of God beene the more diligent to 
ſhew to the Church many & manifeſt oa 
0 | 
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ofthe Lordes comming to judgement, thar 

ſo he mightdriue vs fromall ſecuritie of this 

life, and wake vs out of the deepeſleepe of 

our deadly finnes, leaſt by the ſpecdie come 
ming of the Lord to iudgement, we ſodcein|] 
perith:and that in al affliQions, with ar as 

the Church is continually vexed,wee might 
hauea ſure truſt & confidence in the mercie 

of God. And therfore the Sonne of God him 

ſelfe in the laſt preaching before his death, 
throgh a great good wil,gaue vs many fignes 

and carneltly charged vs, taking his parable 

from the Fig tree, y beholding thoſe tokens 
imminent, wee [houlde carefully and readily 
attende the comming of our Bridegroome. 

For that commingzto al the godlie & choſen 

ofthe Lord, ſhalbe ioyfull and comfortable. The end of the 
In which the ſonne of God ſhall appeare in ſecond comming 
power mightie , in gloric wonderfull , and 448. 
ſhew himſelfero his foes terrible, to vs com- 
fortable;to them ſeuere, gentle to vs;to them 

a iudge and condemner, to vs an aduocate 

& redeemer; to them an enimie & deſtroy- 

er, tovsanaſlured friend and defender : fo 

that he ſhall recompenſe them with fire con- 
tinuall among the diuels, bur vs he ſhall re- 

ward with his fauour perpetuall, in the ſoci- 

ctie of Angels,and celeſtiall habitation. And 
therefore doth Ioel call that day of the Lord 

a great day,& terrible (to the wicked) when loels, 
Fs all 


A briefe reher- 
fall of the fore- 
Weuwoned ;ohens, 


Of the ſecond comming of Chriſt, 


all from the worlds creation,ſhalbe madeto 
ſtand before the tribunall ſeate of God. 
Aboue I hauc ſhewed , that the chicfeſt 
ligne of the comming of the Sonne of man 
was the preaching of the Goſpell , which 
Paul termeth the ſpirite of the Lords mouth. 
Alſo Ihaue declared howe thar figne is cui- 
dentin theſe daies,and that Antichriſt by the 
breath of the mouth of the Lorde, is over- 
throwen and ſtrangled with Linen, as Sibyl 
Erithrea ſpeaketh (thari 1s , with interpretati- 
ons of holic Scriptures, imprinted in paper 
made of Linner ) itis manifeſt toall godlic 
men,and inſtruc in true religion Nowe 
what other thing remaineth, but the conſum 
mation of the worlde, and that glorious 
comming of the Lorde, by which that Wic- 
ked and damned ſonne ſhalbe aboliſhed, ac. 
cording to Chriſtes wordes 2 Hitherto that 


S 
coniun&ion of all Planets which was a little 


before the birth of Chriſt, and in the time of 
Charles the Great, in the beginning both of 
the Turkes tyrannicall dominion, and the 

Popes Antichriſtian religion, which ſhal en- 
ſue verie ſhortly,doth belong. Asifthe Lord 
would fay: Behold the chicteſt ſigne of my 
comming : according to my promile, the 
preaching of the Golpell i is come alreadie, 
you ſee the power of Antichriſt my ſworne 
enimie is greatly weakened, nowe ſhall you 
ſce 


&. 
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ſce the ſignes in heauen, which foretolde my 
former comming in the fleſh , and the com- 


'ming of my aduerſarie , by which you may 


eather my comming, whereby I will vtterlic 
aboliſh his yſurped gouernement, and avan- 
don him from the godhlie, to that bottomles 
on of Hell. And therefore take you heed,and 
ecircumſpeR, for the time of your deliuc- 
rance is at hande, Neither can we doubt (ith 
the ſtarres are of the:Lorde God created for 
ſignes to vs ) but that that maruellous con- 
junction of the planets doth foreſhew a won- 
derfull and incredible alteration of all things, 
And what other change may we looke for, I 
pray you, buteuen the vtter deſtruQion of 
the worlde, and the triumphant appearing 
of the Lorde? Forthe ſixe thouſande yeerc, 
which is the laſt day, draweth to the eue- 
ning : courſe of times, and their foretolde a- 
greement, declare the ende to be at hand: the 
preaching of the Goſpell ſhineth , the Pope 
of Rome by the breath of the Lotrde peri» 
ſheth;and we are 1n religion colde, careleſle, 
and contemne his Preachers, which the Lord 
God cannor ſuffer long to goe vnpunilſhed. 
Alſo this fearefull inclination of che ſtars,the 
dailietalke of warres, the direfull ctuil! con- 
tentions, the lamentable diflcnſion in religi- 
on, the great plagues, the miſerable hunger, 
the ſtrange tempeltes, the wonderfull — 
© 


Of the ſecond comming of Chriſt, 


of the Sea , andother ſignes, which manie 
times haue come after the preaching of the 
Goſpell , anddailie doe more and more in- 
creaſe,are out of all doubt the euident (ignes 
of the worldes ſpeedic ouerthrow , & haſhe 
comming of our Lorde Ieſus Chriſte the 
Sonneof GOD to iudge the quicke and 
the dead, 


CHAP, 6 


Of the fifteene hundred yeeres after the A- 
poſtles times until the lat 
indgement, 


Here are beſides theſe , manie 
Ys other verie ſweete & probable 
{7x conieCtures of the ſodain com- 
No fre of C3 (22 X)| ming of the Lorde to judge- 
weale of =_=2 ment, which conteine manie 
real conti- and profitble inſtruRtions, and wil be won- 
exe. derfull and ſtrange perchance to manie, for 
Pla” 3. Powni” the ſmall conſideration they haue of them: 
trift. which ifthey were wel weyed, might bring 
five hun- VS into a great admiration of Gods proui- 
edjeres there dence. It is wel knowne to all the learned & 
ppenci'> ſeiae not doubted, but that al Couernments,accor- 
ral thing, in 1;ng tothe princes ofPhiloſophic Platoes 8& 
wery Common - O ; - - 
"4 Ariftotles doRrine, haue their certain conclu- 
Tbree notable fons. And it may befortruth,that euery fiue 
hun- 


— 
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hundred III wonderfull al- PR 
terations both in religion, & commonyeales: ,,, Jewiſh Coy. 
as there appeared three in Moſes kingdome. wonyeale, 
For from the comming out of «gypr, vnrill 

Saloms, there was about fiue hundred yeres: 

from thence, vnto the caprtiuitic of Babylon, 

other five hundred : and fromthe returning 

yntothe laſt ſubuerſton, fiue hundred moe, 

Which laſt periode doeth greatly agree with 

thoſe ſeuen weekes of Daniel , becaule they 5, vette: of 
are in number foure hundred , foureſcore, Dawel. 

and tenne yecres. And therefore by a briefe 

marking of the times and thinges brought 

to paſſe, we will make it cuident,that the laſt 

five hundred yeeres from the Apoltles time, The Monerchie 
fully ſhall bee expired in this Monarchie of of he Pope, 
the Pope, which nowe threateneth a great 

ruine, and perchaunce, an vtter downetfall a« 

bour the eightie eight , and ninctie three 

yeere, the former inclinations of the ſtarres, - 

& other enſuing,foreſhewing direfull chings 

euen vntill the fixth thouſande and one hun- 

dred yeere. Which Monarchieis called of 

TIohn 1n his Revelation, T he image of the beaſt, 

by reaſon of a certaine likeneſſe it bath 4294-12 
wich the olde Monarchie, which by the like 

tyrannie againſt che Chriſtians, and manner 

of gouernement by their Ecclefiaſticall Se- 

nate, and Pl their ſecular power (as they ſay) 


to the ſatisfieng of their minds, in oppreſſing 
e 


Oft he ſecond commuung of Chriſt, 


the Chriſtian veritic, through all the worlde 
they doe exerciſe, Sothat by a great and in» 
fallible ſuppolition, it may be gathered , that 
thenoble comming of the Sonne of God is 
nigh at hande : ſith the preaching ofthe Go. 
ſpell nowe goeth before, by which this Mo- 
narchie hauing his authoritie from the Dra- 
gonatlength ruinous beginneth to ſtoupe, 
bur cannot vtterly bee aboliſhed, according 
to Paules doctrine, vatill the Lord come for 
folntheEnm. altogether. For by hiſtories we knowe Iohn 
gel.f4. the Euangeliſt to haue lined longer time than 

any of the Apoſtles, and to haue written his 
Evfelis., Gcſpellat Epheſws, and afterwarde when as 

none of the Apoſtles were, no, not manie 

daics afore liuing, It is well knowen , that he 

was ſent of Demitian into the Iflande Paths 

mos, where he committed his Reuelation to 

writing, and that was about the daies of 7r4- 
Traianthe 421 the Emperour , which the hundred yeere 
Emverow. from Chriſtes natiuitic beeing adopted by 
The wonderful 75:44, came to the Emperiall throne , from 


rhinoes whic's | ; ; 
bapned in the whom, for cauſes enſuing, I will begin to re« 


5 
Imtredyeeres Cite three notable chaunges and alterations, 
r9m the naini- both in Religion, and in the Empire, which 
wes Corift vn- differ one from the other , according, to the 
gili re dates of x Lue Gne huaded 
T\ :imels  Erue account of yeeres, but five hundre 
Emiperour, YECTreSAa Peece. 
Now theſe hundred yeeres from the birth 
of Chriſt, ynto the time of T74ian, being ex + 


pircd 
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pired, ſo ſtrange things and miraculous both 
inthe Church and common-weales happe- 
ned, as fromthe beginning of the worlde, 
ſuch and ſo great neither haue, neither ſhall 
cometo paſſe, except onely in the commin 
of the Lorde, at what time hee ſhall call the 
dead before his tribunall ſeate, that fo the 
whole vngratious worlde may bee brought 
vnto perpetuall ſhame, and the vertuous to 
cuerlaſting glorie,For firſt our Lorde and Sa- 
uiour Chrilt was borne of a virgine , perfect 
man, the eſſias promiſed to the Partriarkes, 
the Sonne of one ſubſtance with his eternall 
Father, by wh6 God hath made of nothin 


all thinges both in heauen aboue , & in earth Chrif. 


below, & redeemed mankind, which was fal- 
len,from ſin & wickednes. For inthe behalfe 
of vs all, he hath ſuffered a moſt reprochfull 
death vp6 the croſle, to the end that death & 
the diucll being vanquiſhed, he might ridde 
all belceuers from eternall death, and the in- 
tollerable yoke of Satan. He hathalſo riſen 
like a conquerour in glorie from the dead, 
and aſcended into heauen, that hee might 
prepare a wate for vs to his almightie father, 
whoſe anger by his righteouſnes hee had ap= 
caſed,and reconciled him to vs. 

Finally alſo,at the feaſt of Pentecoſt God 
miraculouſly,and without meane(according 
as it was long afore promiſed by the Pro- 


phets) 


Of the ſecond comming of Chriſt, 
phets ) did powre out his holie fpirite full of 
all grace & goodnes, ypon his Apoſtles, thar 
in all nations they might be able to glorifie 
GoJ, & in euery language declare their meſ- 
ſage of glad tidings: which maugrethe deuil 
- TheGeſpelper. & Þ1i5 adherentes, (notwithſtanding the out- 

ſecured, doth ragious cruetties of Nero and Domtian,) was 

proſper. by theApoſtles preached,and publiſhed tho- 

roughourall the worlde. 

I ininde notto proſecute euery thing par- 
ticularly which hath happened in common- 
weales frothe birth of Chriſt, ynto the hun- 
dred yeere after the ſame,at which time Tra- 
ian fir{t receined the Emperiall diademe, 
leaſt by meanes, ( contrarieto my purpoſe) I 
enter into the diſcourſe of too long and te- 
dious a hiſtorie. Amongelt other thinges, 
thoſe wordes foreſpoken of Chriſt and the 

whe dheratid in Prophertes, touching the ouerthrowe and vt« 
»-L:ionwhich ter deſtruction of the Iewes and Hiernſalem, 
happened inthe arc fulfilled: and alſo vnder Traian the Em- 
zime of Tra. yerour there happened a great alteration in 
religion, For alchough the Empire was of 
Traien the Em- Rome, yet was not the Emperour a Romane 
pram? Horne, buta Spaniarde , and adopred to that 
mane,cut a SÞa- ,, . 
2rd. borne, diguitie» by Nerza, which wasa Romance, 
And therefore by theſe it plainely doeth aps 
peare, thatthe Apoſtles becing dead, there 
was now a newe face of the Church, and that 
nothing ſo beaurifall as the former, and alſo 
n 
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anewe ſtate of "_ 0p amp of Tohn 


inhis Reuclation , becauſe that Traian was 
the cight from the ſeuenth , who was Neraa, 
which was the ſeuenth from Vero, the laſt of 
the ſtocke of Ceſars, from whome John be- 
ginneth to number the ſeuen Kinges , which ' 
were the ſeuen heads of the beaſt. And there+ 


fore he ſaieth: Beſtia, quam vidiiti, fuit,cf non Apocy, 


ef: that is , The beaſt which thou. ſaweſt, was, 
and is not © that"is, The Romane Empire, 
1s, but not ſuch an Empire, as that was which 
came of the ſtocke of {ſars: and decaied 
when Neruadied , And nowe in the time of 
Domitian, of thoſe ſeuenyfiue-'were dead: but 
the ſeuenth which was Vero; 'was not yet 
come. And; (um. venerit, oportet eum bre- 
ne temps manere , nec dinimperare : When hee 
commeth, he muſ} tarie a ſhort tine, and pouerne 
but a while : which alſo came to viitſe, becauſe 
he reigned but one yeereandthree monethes. 
Bur Traian was the eighta Spaniarde no Ro- 
mane b6rne, and adopred'by the ſcuenth, 
Wherefore tothe purpoſeſaith the Angell to 
John in this manner : Beſtia que erat, the beaſ# 
which was , to wit , the Romane Empire, Et non 
eft, And ts not the Romane, but a Romaine Spa- 
ſh Empire, [s oftaum erit, He ſhall be the eight 


from Nero, Et e ſeptemeſt, And ts of the ſenenth, Thefirſt Period 


to wit ,adoptedof Nerna, 


Wherefore becauſe of this alteration in 
ig CG the 


Boniface the 
Pope, 


Gregorie the 
chiefeſt bringer 
in of ceremonies C 


Of the ſecona comming af (rift, 
the Empire and mournefull countenance of 
the Charch, by reaſon that her chiefe Rulers 
and Apoltles were deade, we will bere begin 
to account the firlt fiue hundred yeeres, euen 
yntothe dayes of Heraclius & Phocas , which 
chaunced in the 602 , and 604 . yeeres 
from Chriſtes natiuitie, Abour: which time 
Boniface the thirde was confremed vniver- 
fall Biſhoppe of all.the worlde, and manite. 
ſed the forerunner of Antichriſt,as likewiſe 
Gregorie the Great , not manic yeeres before 
had pronounced of the Patriarche of Con- 


fantinople , which ambitiouſly ſought to bee 


Pcimarte, or chief Biſhop of the ret. About 
this time the, Romane Empire was much 


weakened, and the Turke began to bee of | 


power. | 
This firſt periade may well bee referred 

to the Church of Chriſt, in whofe begin» 
ningas it were, . {hee ſuffered a moſte gree« 
uous perſecution of the Romane Empire, 
that cruell and bloudie beaſt, and had ma- 
nie godlicand learned men , which ente- 
red moſte daungerous and continuall con- 
flies for the ouerthrowe of hereſies, and 
yet notwithſtanding by litle and licle ma» 
nie Ceremonies were brought into the 
Church , by which at length ſhe was maruel- 
louſly polluted: the chicteſt bringer of choſe 
ceremonies into the Church was m__ 
the 
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the Great, vntil Boniface, by the helpe of Pho- into the Church, 

cas, d1d plainely declare himfelfe to be Anti- 5onifacembeve. 

chriſt in deede, as wn f 
From this time, vntill thereigne of Hen-71 ſecond 

rie the fourth, we reckon the fecond period periode. 

of five hundred yeeres: in which all Papi- 7» the ſecid/ae 

ſticall ſuperſtition, idolatrie, blaſphemie,or- — x 

ders of Monkes, power of the Pope, with OD a. 

the chicfe Senate of Cardinalles, did aboue'moriesſuperſtie 

meaſure increaſe, and 1n the time of Hen-1i jdolarrie oy 

rie, that impietic came to ripeneſle , cuen whckednes came 

as alſo afterwarde did the Turkes tyrannie ** — — 

and blaſphemie, Before, aboute a two 

hundred and fiftic yeeres , numbering from 

Phocas the Emperour , which alſo haue 

theirende, to wit, in the daies of the Em- The Pope cen. 

perours, the Pope of Rome was licenſed to/#4!954ciuill} 

bee a ciuill Magiſtrate, receiucd his chicte Mag/tirare. 

authoritie from Pipine , and afterwardes 

from Charles the Greate, and Lodomke the 

rodlic, and was endued with manie pro- 

uinces, and adorned with double power , or 


| with both ſwordes both of ruling the Spirt= 
{ tualrie (as they ſay ) and Laitic, which he ob- 


teined ynder the pretence of Religion: and 
therefore Tohn in his Reuelation giuerh ; 
to this beaſte two hornes like vnto the 2*-3* 
Lambe . About which time both the Tur- 


kilh Empire (as in his placeit is ſaide) dailic 


| increaſed, and the old Romance Empire con- 


G3 2 tinually 
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tinuallie decaied-, and-was divided into 

the Orientall and, occidentall; Empire, Yer 

notwithſtanding the Occidentall Empr- 
Lanf.deſacra Tours in.reſpeCtoh the other, bad full power 
YVirg.  tocreate, and:confirme whatBithoppes they 
De anwenteon. 1youlde, Burinche time of Henrie the fourth 
Ia fe.10. that order was alrogether ch d: becauſ 
The Emperour © "Os oy ab —— 
Henrieche z, the Biſhopsat the length had brought vnto 
reſiecthtche, themſelues all power, and authoritie , both 
Popeandhis v= of grdeining and chooſing Biſhops and Em- 
pays perours too, and made anewe Eccleſtaſticall 

rant3.b.s, X | 

Cap8. or Cardinall. Senate, to the which was given 
Blondus, full power , tochooſe whome they would to 
Krantz, Li.5.c.7 the Papaſie, the Pope being dead,8 reſerued 
Phat happened tg themſelues all authoritie of chooling and 
va laen5gs crowning Emperours. Againſt this vnſpeaks. 
more particular. able ambitis & mightie power of the Pope, 
hſhevedin the did. for the mainteining of his Imperiall 
Chapter imme= authoritie, according.to the decree of his fa- 
aiatly following. ther Henrie the blacke , though in- other 


Thelaſi Perind , . ' ks. P 
In - hte thinges: he did ouermuch ſubmit himſelfe to 


of fue hundred the Popes: authoritie , Henrie the fourth, 
yeres the Pope ſtoutly (as became a good Emperour) rehiſt. 


had fullautho- Fg which cauſe, afterward Pope Hildebrand 
rity to doe what 


be bſted, 


ked and infamous Magician, did excommu- 
nicatehim, and raiſed greate and greeuous 
warres againſt him bv others, in ſo much that 
diſplacing him , hee choſe a:newe Empe- 
rour named Ralfe,to whomhe ſent a crowne 


of 


otherwiſe called Gregorre the ſeuenth, a wic-: 
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of gold,with this inſcription: Petra dedir Pe- 
tro, Petrus diadema Rodulpho, Bur ar length 
vanquiſhed by Henrie , hauing loſt his right 
hande, hedied miſerably. 

Bur Henrie being dead , when as now the 
ſeconde periode of fiue hundred yeeres,from 
the time of Phocaz was perfeRly timiſhed,the 
vngodlie Pope by his craft & ſabriltie ar the 
beginning of his reigne obteined eafilie of 
Henrie y hfth(too wicked a ſonne for ſo god- 
liea father) all his defire. So that that divine 
Reuelation of Iohn did fully take efte, be- 


cauſe that image of the beaft with two hornes ,,,. 


doeth exerciſe all the power of the former 
Beaſt, & calleth all kings his ſonnes & ſlaues, 
and earneſtlie docth keepe the manner of the 
Gentiles1n all kinde of idolatrie, onely ha- 
uing altered the name of thinges. Laſthe alſo 
tothis image of the beaſt by the Dragon(be- 
cauſe he ſpeaketh likea Dragon )that power 
is giuen , that hee may quicken, the other i- 
mage of the beaſt , that 1s this Germanicall 
Empire, which rather ought to bee termed a 
ſhadowe of the olde Empire , than an image 
of the ſame. ' For the Pope did giue life to 
the image of the beaſt, by his eletion. For 
vnlefle the Pope did confirme the election, 
none was worthie of the name of an Empe- 
rour. Therefore vnder the pretence of the 
keies of the kingdome of heauen, this vngra- 
G 3 C10UsS 


Anno 1600, 


Ofthe ſecond comming of Chriſt, 


cious fellowe hath marucllouſlic abuſed this 
powerof the Dragon : which-power, nowe 
by the preaching of the Goſpell, through the 
grace of God, doeth threaten an viter & laſt 
deltrution : whoſe longeſt texme of five 
hundred yeeres, about the yeere,a thouſand, 

fixe hundred (or thereabour ) 1s fullic fini- 
ſhed, Wherefore ( fith this damnable childe 
and the image of the beaſt, with the Dragon 
in that perfeRt wickedneſle, muſt becut off, 

and caſt headlong into hell: ) a greatand in- 
fallible argument iris, & agreeing to Gods 
worde, and to the courſe of time, that this 
certaine computation of yeeres doth ſignifie 
the Lordes comming to bee verie nigh at 
hande. 


CHAP. 7. 


Of things paſt alreadiethings to come are 
maruelouſue gathered, 


Y that which hath bin ſpoken, 
1s well a briefe annotation of 
times, and thinges that haue 
/ Ja9beene done, could ſhew, it after 
a ſortappeareth, how after the 
death of Henrie the fourth the Pope. became 
the chiefe Monarch of all the worldyruled all 
kings,& obteined all.authoritie of chooſing 


Biſhops. 
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Biſhops. Alſohow that third Periode of fiue 

hundred yeres,about y yere of our Lord,one 

thouſand & fixe = 4. ſhould be fully per- qans 1600. 
fe&,that ſo without all doubt,we may. looke 
for a new Metamorphoſis of theſe thinges, if 
thinges to come , may well bee gathered of 
thinges palt.alreadie. And what other I 
beſeech you, can wee looke for, but euen 
that which was ſeene and hearde of Tohn in 
his Reuelation, from him which fate on the 
throne among the foure and twentie elders? 
ſaying : Beholae, [ make all thinges newe, a new 
heauen,anewearth , beholae the Tabernacle of 
God with men,arnd he ſball dwell with them, and 
they ſhall be his people, and he ſhall be a God with 
them,enen their God, But when thoſe vngod- 
lie decrees and blaſphemies which the Ro- 
mans,from the fiftie ſcuen,vntothe thouſand 
one hundred yeere(in all the time that Hen- 
rie the fourth reigned ) by litle and litle 
brought in, are conſidered, and withall com- 
pared with our daies, wee ſhall finde all thoſe 
thinges continuallie to haue had ( as it were 
peculiarly)their fiue hundred yeeres a peece. 
Wherfore in my iudgzemet,by the times paſt, 
& ſtare of things preſent, [amthe more cohr- 
med,to think the full & perfetend of al vn- 
godlines to be very nigh at hand,after which 
thalenfue y perpetuat & cuerlaſting worlde, 
in which the Lorde God ſhall reigne & rule 

G 4 in 


Apoc.21.5, 
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intrueth,and in mercie for eucr, . 
Decreraporzifi. In theme ofHenrie, (as out of hiſtories 
cum, we gather)theſe Decrees of the Biſhops were 
7 rug publiſhed: firſt,that the Emperours ihoulde 
_ Ss haue no authoritie to chooſe biſhoppes,nor 
caps,  Pope:for which cauſe, the fenate of Cardi- 
Cayſ16.9,59, Pals, which had the ſame power, was inſtitu- 
S; quis deinceps, ted & preferred to great honor. Thealſo they 
tooke vpon them to chooſe and refuſe Em. 
p__ rsat their pleaſure, as plainly appeared 
y Hildebrands eleting of Redulph & diſpla- 
cing of Heary, Moreouer, vnder this Empe- 
rour,that horrible idolatrie of the worſhip- 
ping,and carrying out of the bread cameinto 


the Church. 


Anno,x093. Laſtlie, in the yeere one thoufande xciij. 


all the lawes of the Popes were gathered and 
ſet forth by one [non B.of Carnot, And there- 
fore no doubt, bur the Lorde God alſoat hs 
certainc time,will bring to naught, © cut off, 
and by his comming to judgement, to the 
perpetuall ſhame of al Papiſtes, viterly abo- 
liſh all that impictie and wickednefle, which 
the diuell by his miniſters to the reproch of 
God,hath cauſed, increaſed , and confirmed. 
For we have examples both in the people of 
the Iewes, and Gentiles. For when as their 


ſuperſtitzon,and obſtinate vngodlineſle was 


come to perfeftion, then ſprang vp the true. | 


dofrine and preaching of the Goſpell, by 
which 


; 
4 
q 
x 
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which their falſe doQrine was reprooned:yet - 


in the meane while through the iuſt-& horri- 
ble diſpleaſure of God againſtthem, moſt 
grecuoullie were they plagued : cuen as alfo 
happened tothe Iewes, by Hieruſalems de- 
{truction,and alſo to other nations,and laſtly 
to Rome, inthe miſerable ſpoyling of the 
Gothes and Vandalles. | 

Bur if the time ſince the preaching of the 
Goipell were well marked, we ſhall ſee moſt 
cuident beginnings of the ruine:and ouer- 
throwe of the Pope, and Papaſie , which 
perchaunceeither {hal goe before the laſt end 
of time,or elſe in that third ſpace of fue hun- 
dred yeeres,or ſomewhat after, by the Lords 
comming ſhall come to naught. Sodol per- 
ſuade my ſelfe,thinke you what you will, at 


| your pleaſure, and yet take heede yee thinke 


not falſely. But if in other places I erre, the 


1 matter isnot great. Foritis certaine -out 0 


the worde of God, that this errour ſhall not 
long continue. For Chriſtis the veriettueth 


1 & cannoterre.Bur let vs note-what hath hap» 


pened,and daylie doth happen among Chri. 
ſtians in this our age, and plainly and 'cui- 
dently we ſhall ſee all things (foreſpoken) to 
haue,and daylie to come to pafle, about this 
very time of five hundred yeeres, For wee 
haue a notable example hereof inthe: Ele- 


ors, and States of the Empire, which in 
G5 the 
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Inthe forth pe- the yeere one thouſand , five hundred , fiftie 
riodof500. andeight, (which was about the five hun- 
| Jererthe Popes Gred yeere after the Popes beganne their ty- 
> wars, rannie ouer kings and Princes ) did chooſe 
weriemuch, Ferdinandus the Emperour,maugre the Pope 
Anno 1558, In and for euecr difanulled that decree of the 
Germaniethe Cardinals, for the confirmation of his cle- 
007 en 4 &ion.How (1 befcech you ) hath Lotharing a 
ſedro obey the Giſian Cardinall in France, and Granuellus 
Popes procee- another Cardinall in Belgia, for all their Care 
ding:,endin  dina}{hips,preuailed in their laboring to con- 
4 = we 4 firme the Popes authoritie, and to bring in 
I * Spaniſhe inquiſition? Hayue not the 
Frenchmen, & Belgians, by that meanes ra- 
ther rebelled againſt them,and caſt fro their 
ſhoulders thatintollerable yoke of the Popes 
bondage? By which no doubt itis euident 
that the ſpace of five hundred yeres in which 
the Cardinals barethe ſway,is nowe paſling, 
and wil ſhortly be expired,cuen as the other 
pecuiſh & idolatrous doctrine of the Papilts, 
1s well,& co their perpetual praiſe, baniſhed 
out of the dominions of manic good kinges 
and Princes. 

:» Andnowe ye Princes, deale wiſely, and 
—=wY " with rms conſider, howe rs. Anti- 
| chriſt of Rome hath moſt ſhamefully abuſed 
your authoritie , to the ſuppreſſing of the 
truth, and perfecuting of innocentes. Beare 
in mind how long you hauc beene ——_— 

an 
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and ſlaues to that bloudie beaſt, m erucifieng 


Chriſt againe in his members. Be learned ye Anadmonitin 
Judges of the earth,be ſorie fortheſe things, '9 Indges, 
Serne the Lordin feare, and reivyce with trem= Pal. 


bling.For the horrible day of the Lard hangs 
vpon your ſhoulders, Therfore kiſſe the Sonne, 
leatt be be angrie,g7 ſo jee periſh: when hu furie 
ſhalbe but a litle kindled,bleſſed are al they which 
truſt in the Lorde. | 

Now if in that{ſpokenalready, and other 
particular lawes , the. number of fiue hun- 
dred yeeres be ſo rightly filled, what thal we 
zudee of the whole bodie of al the Popes de- 
crees, which afterwarde by «or Biſhop of 


(arnot, (after whome Gracean followed) in Funt, Chrd. 


the yeerc of our Lorde,one thouſand ninetic 


three, at the commaundement' of thePope, ,,,. 1093. 


was truely colleQed inone booke, asit were 


by imitating /#ftinianthe Emperour, which 


by the aide of Tribonianus , and other Nor 
ble men, gathered the ciuill Lawe inte 
an order, and madethereof a newe Booke? 


But howe with abſurdities in number infi- 


nite, and blaſphemies not to bee vttered, Decreerofthe 
thoſe decrees of the Pope , doe filthily de- Pe. 


face the worde of GOD, none ofa right 
judgement is ignorant. And yet alas, theſe 
hauc had more authoritice now many yeeres, 
than the verie immutable worde and will 
of God, Whichthings, alchough. they doe 
agree 


The Popes de. 


crees cleane con- 


grave to the 
word of God. 
1.11.41. 


7 Tim:3 , 


1.Pars,dift, 32 
A decreeof the 
pope againſi the 
mariage of Mz- 


niſlers, 
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agree very well together , yet for the igno- 
rants fake, wee-will prooue the ſame both by 
a Canon ofholie Scripture \, and the Popes 
Decrees manifeſtly contrarie betweene them 
ſelues. Paul faith to Timothie : Sparitac di- 
ſerte dicit,fore,ec. Thatis, The Spirite ſaieth 
plamly , that in the latter times ſome ſhall depart 
fromthe fanh', hſtening to falſe ſpirites, and to 
the doftrine of Dinels, by" the hypocriſie of vaine 
ſpeakers , whoſe conſciences are ſeared with an 
hotiton : they forbidde to marrie , they com+ 
mannde to abſteine from meates which are crea- 
ted of God, to be eaten of the faithfull , and of 
thoſe which know the trath,vith thankefulneſſe. 
And alittle before he taught : A Biſhop muſt 
be the husband of one wife . To theſe wordes 
of the Apoſtle , the decrees of Popes are 
cleane oppoſite, which 'do forbid Biſhops, 
Prieſtes,and all the Cleargie to marrie, with 
this interdiRion , that if they doe ſo, they 
muſt bee remooued from the Ecclefiaſticall 
calling, and,which is more, if they haue al- 
readie contrafted matrimonie, without a- 
ny reſpe& of irregularſhip, they niuſt bee 
ſeparated, and ſhalbe compelled by the Or- 
dinarie, and remedies of Excommunicatt- 


on,'to refuſe their wiues, &c, By which 


It is apparant, that the Papiſtes are thoſe, 
which 1n the latter daies ſhoulde departe 
from the faith , and by the Diuelsprouo- 
FEI king, 


| 
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king,vader hypocrifie, and (which many of 
the chiefeſt of them haue nor) 'vndet the 
cloake of ouermuch chaſtitie, forbidde pure 
and chafte matrimonie , which-the- holie 
Ghoſtdoth ſingularly commende: and alſo 


recciuing of certaine meates , which ( as 


Js 


Paul docth witneſle ) God bath created for X 


And os notwithſtanding,theſe (as I ſaid be- 


fore 


had more authoriticamong menzthan the c- 
rernall worde of G O D. Becauſethole, al- 
though in deedewickediand wngodlie, yet 
haue beene calle&holie -and Catholike, and 
they whichhaue beene conuerſantin them, 
our chiefe Maſters and Doctors were coun- 
ted', to whomethe facred Scripture was 
moſt vnſauourie.. ' So thar rotakean honeſt 
woman to-wife ( which Paul commaunded 


1.71.43. - 


1.T#1.3.3. 
Titus 1.6, * 
If the Pope be 


his Biſhops to doe) was diſhoneſtie , and 1 Anichrifl 
more diſhoneſtie', than cither-openly to vſe then who 1s? 


a concubine, or ſecretely ro'commit adulte- 
rie . Alfo onthe Friday to eatefleſhe, was 
a great ſinne and herefie: and yer on that day 
to followe drunkennefle and carnalitie , was 
no ſhame, but highly commended. Like- 
wiſe;to heare the blaſphemous Maſle, to re- 
ucrence an idolatrous peece of bread, and 
to carrie the ſame about with a-pompous 
pro- 


Anno 1597, 
Anno 5550. 


Of the ſecond commung of ( hriſt, 


proceffion, was noimpictie, but good reli» 
gion : and yetto celebrate the ſupper of the 
Lorde foberly, according to. his inſtitution, 
was no godlineſle , but great abhomination,; 
Ata worde\, the dodtrine'of Chriſt, a good 


- and godly.conuerſation ;.-was of them ſu» 


ſpeed as erronious : and: yer forſooth their 
diueliſhdectecs, and damnable dofrine was 


holie,andnorhing pernicious; their impurt- 


tie,great pietie;therr hypocriſte, great holy+ 
neſle; their daninable ceremonies, was the 
divine {etuiceof G O D:i ſothat ail Chriſtis 
an reli2919n. was, vtterly baniſhed, and no-to- 
ken of the true feruice vf G OD could bee 
ſeene-.iButnow inthe yeere of the Lorde, a 
thouſand,fiue hundred, ninetic,and three,af- 
ter Chriſts, birch; whichs the ftue thouſand, 
five hundeed,and fiftic yeere after the world 
was. made ,; that expiring of five hundred 


+ yeeres draweth nigh, in which theſe decrees 


of Popes gathered together by publike au- 
thoritic,to the great defacing of Gods word, 
and the merites of Chriſt , ſhall have their 
ende. Wherefore a wonderfull and vndoub- 
ted hopeof things to come may bee concei* 
ued of things palt, that about that time ſhall 
bee that vniuerſall deſtruction 'of all the 
worlde,and glorious comming of the Lord: 
by whichall theſe popiſh decrees ſhall come 
to naught, & by che iuſt iudgement of God, 
as 


Q LD 
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as erronious and blaſphemaus, be-caſt into 
eternall fire, becaufe they haue wickedly bur- 
nedall the true interpretations of the Pro- 
phetical and Apoſtolical fcriptures, and'cru- 
clly-martyred the learned Miniſters, and'true 
profeſlors of Chriſts religion. 'Vadoulzedly 
that number of fine hundred yeeres in like 


manner, astheothers ſpoken of before, doe 


prefage the ſamelike thing, The Prognoſti- 
cations of the (tarres (as may begathered by 
that which is ſpoken) take their effetabour 
the ſame time. The preaching of the Goſpel, 


.and- other tokens mentioned of Chriſt, is 


9 


conc before:and the juſtice of God ſpecially 
doth exact the ſame. 9 | 


CHAP, 8. 


Of the double equalitie of numbers which ts re- 
preſented inthe number of the yeres of the 
' worlde ,' happening in the exghtie 
eight, and ninetie three 
Jeere next en- 


ſings 
«51 Ow:what ſhould Ithinkeand 


»| the beginning, vntill y ninetie 


| yereof y world, fiue thouſan 


fue 


ſay ofthar courſe of yeeres,fro 4 1593- 


, | three now at hand, which is own $555» 
3 


In Fpinomide 
& Plulofe opho, 


Arihmenike. 


Of thefecond comming of (hriſt, 
five hundred, faftic & fiue? dorh it foreſhewe 
any wonderfal,or ſignifte any-perfeRtthing, 
orno? Certainly] findethe fameto be alto- 
getherof like proportion(asby that which is 
{ſpoken may appeare ) eucn with the eightie 
eight nowat hand, becauſe itis in his qualitie 
the fine thouſand, fiue hundred;& fiftie yere. 
The Pythagorians & Platomites, men of greax 
authority,haue thought many things co con* 
ſit inthefe,andhane wondered thereat; for 
the loweſt-number in the higheſt, hath in 
it ſelfe a perfe&t Arythmerticall proportion, 


and from the loweſt to the higheſt , it. com» * 
prehendeth-within it a perfect Geometri- . 


call equalitie. And Plato in another place 
greatly doth wonder at the Arythmeticall, 
and fayeth , that the ſame:;doeth make the 
minde apt for all ſpeculation , and pra@tiſe, 
And hee-doeth adde moreouer, thatnum- 
bering is giuen of God himſelfe to man, as a 
neceſ[aric inſtrument of reaſoning and diſ- 
courſing, without which; the minde ſhoulde 
appeare without a minde , and all artes and 
knowledge would vanilh. Here I cofeſle my 
ſelfe to haue certaine ſingular imaginations, 
and:thole not vaine, burof weight, anda- 
greeable tothe worde of God , as Ithinke. 
And therefore for the profite of all , and 
that I may giue anoccaſion to the learned, 
more deepely to thinke of this matter, I will 
not 
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not burie this my talent whatſocueritbee, 
but will ſet it abroade for commoditie, and 
bring it foorth without any regarde ofthe 
ouer-curious: and the rather becauſe I know 
that theſe things ( if elſewhere perchaunce 
Iſlyde ) doecontaine no danger or hercſie 
within them ., but rather by occaſion many 
profitable inſtructions;and thoſe ſweete and 
neceſlarie. | 


And (that wee may returneto Plato) hee Derepub.bb.s, 


faith in another place vetie well, that God is 
an cternall ſpirite, and cauſe ofall goodnefle 
in the world, Becauſe in the creation of good 
things, he ſhewed his vnſpeakeable power, 
wiſedome,and goodnefle: and in the conſet- 
uation of things created,and wonderful con- 
ſent and order of all things, his eternall pro- 
uidence: that by the contemplation thereof, 
man which was made to the image of God, 
ſhould alſo continue, according tothe word 
reucaled, in acknowledging and calling on 
his Maicſtie: and not as a brute beaſt, behol- 
ding the carth, ſhould ſceke after vaine and 
tranſirorie things, but ſhould in mind aſcend 
into Heauen,to behold things celeſtiall,& of 
continuance , as alfo'the' Scripture euery 
where doeth teach vs, - 

Alſo, what kind of men would Plat#in his 
Phedrns and Phedon', haunc in his Conimon- 
weale? Forſooth cuen ſuch, as through-con- 
H tems= 


> Of 118 ſeedntl comming of {,briſt, 


terhplating of heavenlie things. ſhould ra- 

\ ther ſeermetolive withour, , than in _the bo- 

die;and-ratler#@ GOD, than themlelues, 

and be dejightedinhim alone, But that wee 

may foe higher tothe maniteſting of that 

which.I am abou;; -Iet vs beholde how all 

things inthe worlde do ſtande, and wee hal 

Mithing pre- finde them in acert{ine order /, mcalure,and 

ſerned inorder, number, to be ſo linked rogether, that they 

meaſareand © - Cannot be ſeparated: ., The Heauen , the Pla- 

my.oer, metrs.and the Scarres keepe their certaine Or» 

Order obſerned 1 + 1nd time; and-ti.ey. appointthe certain 

m the heavens __ j AYG-Hy Cf APPL ene x 

andcelefialt | courle of euery.thing,: and cauſe the change 

bodies, and alterations. a1, the bodies both of men & 

bealtes : -and in hisdue time cuery. hearbe 

. 45 brought foorth,, All which thinges are fo 

apparent #1 our cies, As of tizem wee can not 

Mceſwereſpe-| doubt. And yet all thclethinges , by the in- 

Fed m the ſiu- comprehcnhible; wiſedome and prouidence 

ation of ths fa lmightie God,zxe kept mn their certaine 
world, -< _ : : 

meafiire ahd number.:For God by a certaine 

meafure(as it were): hath placed y carthlike 

around globe in the middle, ({o that no way 

cn fall ) the which,the whole firmament 

of Heauen doth compaſſe,and in the ſpace of 

twentie and foure houres 15 carried, round a- 

Nenber conſi- boutthe ſame . Alſo kee hath: appointed a 

deredin theſea. certaine and iuſt nyupber of all thinges: to 

ſomof the yere, witgthe foure ſeaſons;of the yeere, and. their 

OO monethes,dates, the certceine houres of everie 


day 


4 ontiare. 
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day, the minutes ofeveric houre, and laſt- 
ly,the certaine endey of time ,, by a certaine 
incomp1 ehcoſibleconſent of the ſtarres and 
numbers among; themſclues. Nat as though 
the ſtarres and , numbers without the firft 
caule , can bring any thing to paſte : but 
becauſe in ti1cir goucrnement,; , and ſeconde 
operation of the hires , they repreſcnt; be- 
fore our cies , the vnmeaſurable wilcdome, 
and eternall prouidence o0fGoa,., Becaufe 


GOD isnota; GOD of conrulion, that Grd an abſerner 
hee can doe all: thinges at his pleafure,bya #! pars 


certaine inordinatea affection, as men do: but 
hee is a God of order, a keeper, of order in 
his things created, from which hee doeth rot 
ralbly digrele, although hee ticth not him= 
ſelfe thereco,that he will not,or cannor alter 
it when his gloric by his ſecrete counſel, and 
the ſafegard ofthe Church requite the ame. 
For in the ſtaying and going 'backe of the 
Sunnezin the t1:nc 'of loſua & Ex:chias kings 
of [adz, and by other divine miracles, hee 
ſhewerh thecontrarie , And yer w: thoutall 
controuerſie,the eternal providence of God, 

and predeſtination,hath zppointed by acer» 
taine meaſure and n:mber , from the begin- 
ning of the world, tothe ende of the lame, 
as it were by rule, certaine termes- in; the 

courle of the "UBS ,by which, great abilice 
15 giuen ta Skilfull & learned Man, tO iadge 


H 2 of 


Ged of diſorder. 


Of the ſecond comming of (rift, 
of things to' come , cuen as by a diall made 
by a workihan ; in proportionand number, 

Artimitazech things to cothe areforeſeene, becauſe Art, as 

Ged & Nature nigh as may bee, imitateth God and Nature, 
Yea,and theſe excellent fellowes , Plato and 
Ariſtotle,do place all wiſedoine, knowledge, 
and vertue ; in the proportion of number: 

Yertue and tv. for Vertne and Tuſtice they fet in the middle 

ficeconſ} be. by which,to euery man is giuen his owne, by 

meene wo ex- a double equalitie , & is meaſured by a pro- 

__ portion Arythmericall and Geometrical, 

Nowe, fithence this inftant number of 
the yeeres of the worlde,doth ſo exaftly c6- 
prehende in it ſelfe all thoſe thinges men- 
tioned before , as from the beginning of 
thinges,and in this laſt age, in like quantitie, 


and ſo perfeRly did neuer appeare, (as here- 


after more plainly we wil prooue:)I ſuppoſe 
the Lorde God the maker and gouernour 
ofall things , by this proportionable agree- 
ing of number, will (as it were by the hand) 
Teade vsto a certaine deepe conſideration of 


a perfect expiring, and ende of all thinges: 


eſpecially in as much as the dircful deſtinies, L 


the ſkatres, and damnable decrees of Popes 
do fulfill the whole number of ftue hundred 


z 


yeeres . | Sothat I truſt , thar the _— 


ofthe Sotine of GOD to iudgement, will 
ſhortly enfue ,, in which all iwpierie, liens, 


Anti- 


and doing of wrong, through the tyrannic of | 


_ w- 
MES - 
CS 
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Antichriſt,the diuel and his members ſhalbe 
taken away: andthe cuerlaſting kingdom of 
Chriſt in trueth & equitie ſhalbe confirmed: 
that ſo to euery one ſhalbe giuen his reward, 
either good ox bad,according tothe true Ge- 


ometricall proportion, which is the rule of © 


iuſtice in GOD, to whomall belecucrsin 
Chriſt are alike. 

But that the more plainely. theſe things 
may bee vnderſtoode, it mult;bee knowen 
what wee call Arithmerticall proportion,and 
Geomertricall, according to.juftice : and al- 
ſo howe theſe two proportions. are pet- 
fetly conteined inthis yeere of the worlde, 
5$555-whichin the yeere 93, enſuing, ſbalbe 


the yeeres {ince the worldes faundation.; As 4,” 


rychmeticall proportionis, . when as three of 4,y:hmeical 
or moe numbers beeing ſet without any re- proportion. 


ſpe(t of proportions, doe differ by cquall 


oddes, as 1.2.3-4.5 . Here continually one 


number differs from the other, but in vnitic, 
asalſo 2. 4.6.8. 10. in which one diffe- 
reth from another by the number of two, 


: , And therefore wee ſee in the fiftnumber, 


which is the laſt, an Arythmericall propor- 


tion to be contained, becauſe it hath in it this Melan.in 
excellencie, thatit comprehendeth in ir ſelf, Ep. 20. Phy, 


and that fitly , all vnities, of which all other 
numbers do conſiſt, be they cuen or odde, to 
the which, no naturall man, behe ncuer fo 
H 3 talkas 


Of the ſecond commit:iaf Chy;?, 
falkarive, cart attaine by: nuttibering This As 


Arythmericall rythmeticall proportion, AbiBath aſcriberh 
proportion the 1 the exchainseable iyſtice. Poitten'ts es 


+ Othe exchangs- very 1 mbett pliinely doth <Fferfromether 


able inftice. 


Exchangeable 


Wftice, 


In Gorgid. 


in equall ſuime':; foavreat echuzlitie: there 
mult be betsvetne che ware & tlie price, leaſt 
while one4s nifftied;theorher by his lofle:& 
damage become rich, 

'The Growletricall proportion is, when 
as three or woe:fummes beeing ſet, we confi- 
der. not the&ifference of numbers but 
marke rhe equalities of proportion-, For e- 
uen as 5. referret'to 50. hath ihe prepor- 
tion of quaittitie, ſo hath 50.to500 and as 
$0, to. 500.0 560, to' 5000. All which are 
1nthe propottion of 1 o, But P/ato faide,that 
this GeomertricaHproportion can doe much, 
both berweene 'G O'D and man : and that 


Acomenweale the ſtate of #:Commoni-weale is then belt, 


z then beſt 20- 
merned. when 4 
geometrical fre- 


when it confaRerth of a Geomemicall equa» 
litie, whichappointerh perſons, & ordeineth 


portion is olſer- offices, accopdingto the greatneſle and wor- 


wed, 


Diftribramt 


mufcice, 


thineſic of giftes : and: 'beſtoweth rewards 
to worthie perſons, whereof it 3s well cal- 
led of the Philoſophers, a' diſtributive 11- 
ſhee. For examples ſake: As the: goucrning 
of a ſhip is not committed to anicman; but 
vitro im which is skii}full ; and torhis cun+ 
ring, and well guiding thereof, he receiveth 


a better llipende than other which are vn- 


Skilfpll; 


? 
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Skilfull : fo at{oto a vertroiis, canning, uſh, 


? 
conſtant; and grave perſ9iy; theadminiſitat . 


tion of the Commion-weale is to' bee cdins hes: fiueſtro 
mitted] atid{-withall a worthie honour : left lege alipiys 


by agouertiement which ts tude; wicked and © 


eyrannicall , the Common-weale be Growghs 
to deſtruddisn,. | SING 21 

Alſo in the'affaires of. Stiate erſeintesj 
this Geometricall- cqualiteis to Toe obſer£ 
ned, For a greater honoutand' renerenceis 
dueto the Magiſtrate , than'tb-anorher man: 


ro our parentes, >thanto ftraungers : to an old 


min, than to a young: to'a learned, than'ts 


ail ienorant;/Alſo we 'oughr inore entrrely'to 
loue our wittes & children than 6the* tolkes: 


as likewiſe, according ro the doctrine 'of Gal.. 


Paule, we ſhould more make of ;4nd cheriſh No Anthmeti- 


call proporaion 
efervs among 


thoſe of the hvuſholde of faith ; than ſtran- 
vers from the Church, | | 
Bur alas,we too too welldo indw,chiewd 
equalitie according to the Arythrneticalpro- 
portions kept at all , no not of 'thoſe which 
are accounted-the mot holie among; the 
members of Chriſt,-and inthe ſame greatly 


delighting themſclues , as theugh then they 


were the beſt Chriſtans, if they lead a ciwiIl 


and politike'life without any publike repre- 
henfion , The which as it is tare, fo it is 
much tobe commended : becauſe ro doe fo, 
is the propertic.of a good Cirrzen , Bur'ir 
H 4 fol. 


«4% 


Of the ſecond comming of Chriſt, 
followeth not by and by thatthey are good 
goodſubieft, & Ckriſtians ,., becauſe they are good Citi» 
yeenora good | Zens. For godlineſle, humilitie, bounte- 
Chriſtian. oaſneſle, fidelitie,vprightneſle, and true relis 
A rue Chriſtia. gion, ſtretch further than doe outward beha+ 
utour ,the rule of the lawe , and hypocriſie. 
For the true diſciple of Chriſt being of one 
minde and meaning with his mailter Chriſt, 
will be ſo farre. from enriching himſelfe by 
3mpoucriſhing another, and by hiding that 

which may hurt his neighbour, that by no 
meanes he wil preferre his owne priuate pro- 
{peritie before the common profit of others: 

and rather wil forgoe life and liuing,than do 

that which; not ſeemelie for any man,much 

leflefor him which is by calling holie; and 

profeſſion a Chriſtian, 

Againſt ſuchax Good God, how farre fromthis minde & 
feeme ro be ha- purpole are molt of our bujers and ſellers c- 
neſt anderie {traunged ' Foras yer we talkenot of thoſe 
delers inthis hich are well knowen to be deceitful;fairh- 
_ fle, abhowinable , & ſurers, but 

Toiake excef. Iefley abhominable , & common ylurers, bu 
foe gainecs of ſuchasin light of all men ſceme and be ac- 
wniuft and mn- counted honelt, and good Citizens. For euen 
lawful,  thele doe perlivade them (clues , that they 
+0999" 77% deale vprightly, it onely they giue true mea- 
price, and to ſell ſure for their monie ; not conlidering at all, 
by faiſe bailance that to take excelſiue gaines is to doe wrong, 
endmeaſure. and altogether againſt tuſtice, nor conhde- 
xiog that 1t15 all one in reſpect of equalitic 
X | (from 


One may be a 
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(from which al juſtice doth ſpring )tgſettoo 
exeat a price,& to ſel by falſe weights & mea- 
Rates: by which reaſon , the vnequalneſle of 
pticeand ware , may worthulic bee called yn- 
wſtand falſe meaſure,. For if it were deman- 
detlof them, whether.it were meeteto bring 
hint into the right waic , which is.qur of the 
way:; or to ſhewe him the readie way , which 
is altogether ignoranc of the ſame ; or if hee 
were not. much to bee blamed, which ſeeing 
his ncighbour go aſtraic,will withour calling 
him backe, lethim goc on forwarde ; I am 
fare they willconfes both him to beanaugh- 
tie man, & thisno honeſt man for his.labour, 
And yet forſoath it.is a falſe qpinion, which 
wearc in, when, from a generall propoſition 
wee'come toa particular , contraric to their 
mindes ,  Indeede it is more agreeable vnto 
juſtice , not rohurte a man by the puzſe, or 
lofſc-of goods, than to ſhewe him the readie 
way which knowes it not. ButI pray you, 
what is the cauſe of cheſe fimiſter opinions, 
ſich the reaſon is all one, and nothing more 
agrecing with iuſtice? Truly ſelfe loue, coue- 
touſneſle, and an ouer great care of this life, 
from which Chriſte carneſtlie doeth call vs. 
But let vsthinke that ſaieng of Cicero to bee 


moſt true : Quum quid quiifiam ſciat , &c. It Cicedib.z.Offic, 


#5 not the part of a plame, ſimple, ingenuons,mne- 
cent and honeſt man, but rather of a ſubtile, vile, 
| =y - wily 


Of the ſecond comming. of Chriſt, 
wilie ; deceitefull, malicions, craftie, and double 
dealer , for his owne profite ſake 19 hide "that 

which he hnoweth from ante man, which ſhaulds 

wnderſtande the ſame; And moreouer ho-fatthy 

St vitwperiands ſunt, qui rervewerant , quid de bis 

exttimands# eft,qui ordtibnis varizaremudbibin- 

erart? Thatis, If they ave to be Aripraife whieh 

keepe a thing eloſe, what ſrall we thinks of thoſe 

which kane ſed vaine wirdes? - And'therefors 

Sirach27. faith-Srach vetie well = Af 4 nite in the wall 
ſtic herh fait betweene two ones , fo doeth fre 

ſlicks betweene the buier dvd ſeller, Son's 

| Likewiſe much lefſeis the -Geometrieall 
m_ Geamerri- yroportiotkept in this wicked worldei For 

ca! proportion of 

duſlice neglefFed the wicked and vnlearned being in' facets 
7 moſt Comti; 6n pudent, 2and- 1tr behaviour e>pepions- PPara- 
weazes. ſites, are exalted to greathonour and'lori« 
ous offices, when as men famous'; as well for 
learning asreligion, beeitſetin- Court conh- 
demried, 'or of Sycophantes defaced, orviv- 
worthili6 difsraded for ſbmE light offence! 
as happeneid ro Belizarits, Who by ' [uſtmmian 
loſt his eies; For darkcenefifchtindn: abide the 
light , atid bold: ignorance through her mar- 
vellois' impudence doth fer her felfe againft 
learning and knowledge / For as Owintihes 
doth witnes; Oo qiſepri mmus valet ; hot 
fe mages attolleye, e aulntare conatur: The "leaf 
of power, the mot anabitiong ." \And againe, Quo 
minus ſapinnt, mins habent paduras': The more 


foole, 
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foole|the more impudent. Nowdvietefs re, ſith/ 
among. the leatriet; z Or (2s Plate Farch) among 
Philoſophers ; the contrarie-eveth1 tiappen, 
no/maructif the ynfcitned hauethemin'con- 
reempr, Yer Plato would hang it orherwiſein 
hisc6monweale;” Where eithet Philoſophers 5/;., a: Repub 
ſhould beare theſivay;; or theit/whictiruled 4z.5. 
ſhould be l:arnedin Philolophie; ; or (which 
we doe addc) at: the leaſt hate: ſuch abour 
them, wheſecounſellthey miekrwſeand fol 
towe.Moreonerfith the Lord&God, for his 
eltectes ſake (Forrwhole cauſe alt:chimites are 
kepr) hath cteared all things: itfoloweth Preferment due 
out-ofthe wotde of God, and hi/divine iu- 7 the godie if | 
ftree.chat all thid&es'1 in theworld.ar6 due. ice vere keps 
tothe cle& and <odhie, not rothewieked 8: Jed, 70 ce wie 
reprobate,” Barirfilleth our arte orherwile \ 
1ntheworlde; where the wicked docHtorith 
il fiches z-and gre pieterred : but the &vdlie 
doe oerifhy with Poavntics & are left asiipray 
toihcir enemies, ”* 

AHoChriſt' the onely bezotren Sonne of ,,.--....4 
theeuerlating God; who is the maker both ;: :;;; world, 
of heauen and eatth ; and-lorde/ 'of Jordes; Manhs, 
hath witneſſed of himtelfc, that I» this world 
he had not where to hide his heady but was bee 
fore the world a vetie aviet,and.made away 
by a moſt odious death, euenthe death of 
the croſle. Yet notwithltanding his aduerſa- Antichriſt ads« 


rig that ſonne of perdition,fitteth (as God Jin 1ed« aGeod, 
the 
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Of the ſecond comming of Chriſt, 


the Temple,ruling with two ſwordes,flouri. 
ſhing in riches,power and glorie, and is with 
all reuerence called our Holic father,8& wor- 
ſhippedas the deputic of Chriſt himſelf, And 
therefore by theſe we plainely perceiue, that 
in this worlde no Geometricall equalitie ac- 
cording tothe diſtribuciue wſtice (which is 
the bell) is anie where obſerued. But yet(fith 
God is iuſt)all kinde of 1uſtice neceſlarilie to 
all muſt be extended, ſo that to the worthie, 
all thinges muſt be giuen, but from the wic- 
ked,al | ra which falſely they haue taken 
to themſc]yes, and abuſed , tothe moleſting 
of the godlie, ſhall vtterlic bee taken awaie, 
Wherefore needes mult there be an other life 
after this, and therefore for thoſe reaſons al- 
| leadged we ſet down,that the lord God doth 
forelhew tothe ſtudious by this double pro. 
portion,or equalitie of number, a certaine fi- 
niſhing of thinges, with an vtter deſtruQion 
of this wicked world, and withal he vndoub. 
tedly doth giue vs to vnderſtande, and figni- 
fies the beginning of the building anewe of 
the eternall kingdome of Chriſt, which with 
ypright iudgement,and by cqualitic in cuery 
reſpe&t,hee will eſtabliſhe perpetuallic, and 
make it endure world withoutend. 
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CHAP, 10, 


Of the number of fiae,the finefolde forme, 
and of the Greeks letter x. 


67 


 Ithby that which is vttered 
RIF we haue ſhowen, thateueric 
A QY 500.& euery fiftie yere there 
WV" do commonly happen ſome 
A\ ſingularalteratios iny church 
S7& and commonyweales,it folow- 
eth verielikely,that y eightic eight yere now 
at hande, which is the yeere of the worlde. 
5550.ſhall bee fully perfeQ:to which if but 
fiue were added, it cometh to paſle (as alitle 
before it is aid ) y the whole number, inthe 
yeere 93.wil be proportionable according to 
Arythmeticall & geometrical equalitie. And 
therefore they do ſeeme to ptefage vnto vs a 
golden world indeed,& cuerlafting rocome, 
in Which all the iuſtice of God ſhal be fulfil» 
led,and haue her full ftrength,and'vertue.Yet 
I doe not denic;but it is my fayins , thatthe 
loweſt mimber of five from the firſt and laſt 
doe offer vnto vs maniethinges agreeing ve* 
rie well ro our purpoſe : eſpecially. fith 
which hath beene ſaide to tmeere in' one,and 
manie things elſe both in the Bible,and Siby- 
lian oracles arc to be found like yntothem: - * 
_ all 


Qumnilas. 
Cap.3. 


Of the fecond commungnof Chri/?, 


al which we plainlie ſte are grounded on the 
perpetuall ordinance &prouidence of God, 
not by chance. | 

Ofthenumber of fue, 1s framed the ftue- 
folde forme, which of alt other,(as Qzintz/i- 
an recordeth) in ſetting of trees makeththe 
faireſt orchird;, and is ſuch, as howe ſocuer 
one beholdethy ſame,ic 1s dire & Araight, 
Then isa thine aide to be finefold, of of fiue 
maner:of wates; when the diſpoſition there- 
of is ſuch, as: two partes thereof, rogether 
with the third ef an other i{prte,. oppoſite to 
themſclues by equall ſpace, doc ſeeme(hows- 
ſocuer. you: turge your ſelfe) to haue the 
forme of five,or this letter V, by which the 
Latinesdoenote five, Bur.if finein number 
were {:t :downe-by other, hgures, or by the 
ſame,.orinlike order vadericath , they doe 
tepreſentthe Greeke letter ,, and the Latine 
X,which deth- fignifieten. From thence1 
thought,fath inthe forementioned proporti- 
onable number of yceres., the number of 
five is lowelt, and beſides doeth repreſent 
theſe two letters, from which alſo by an e- 
6ualitice of Geometrical proportion, it goeth 
forwardz bythe diſtance of tenne, I thought 
I fay, whether this alio did fignifie anic fin- 


Of the Greele gnlar thing wooxthie to bee marked, For 
letter , Apoc.t3 the Grecke lettet x, is the firſt letter of the 
Of the time wbe name of Chrilt, «us, and lohn in the Re- 


nelation 


a comfortable diſcourſe.” -' Og 


uclagion by X61 commaundeth all of vnder- Anichrits . 
ſtanding to count the comming of the beaſt ſhould come, * 


riſing from the earth, and hauing the two 
hornes of the Lambe, which are ſix hundred 
fixtie, lixe yeeres:, ſo ſignificant are theſe 
Grecke letters, But in the explication of this 
place, Bullmger teacheth , that the account 
of fixe hundred,ſtxtie ſxe yeres muſt begin, 
when Iohn ſawe_ his reuelation about the 
end of the reigne of Domitian, which was 
from the birth of Chriſtthe 97, yeere: fo 
that to the filling of the firſt hundred yeeres 
from Chriſtes nativitie three yeeres be wan- 
ting. If therefore theſe yceres were added to 
an mAgeede 2nd they added to the number 
of the beaſtes name 666. and three yeeres 
were taken fromthe firlt hundred, wee ſhall 
haue the.ycere of the Lord to be 763. which 
was the 13. yeere of Pipines reigne, abouc 
which time Pipine graunted vnto the Pope, 
his chiefe power and authoritie , contrarie to 
theminde of Leo 1ſauricnus,, whome the Pa- 
piſtes extreemelie did hate, for caſting their 
1mages out of his Temples,and therfore they 
calle&him ;wwwayzs or enimic to images. 
Therefvre by theſe letters we know the time 
of the. comming of the beaſt -with two 
hornes like vnto the-Lambe; even as Henrie 
Builinger dqeth proſecute the ſame more art 
large, and prooucth the ſame by Sybils joy 
C1CS, 


666 


Of the vord 
tals | 


Anno 1485. 


Of the ſecond comming of Chriſt, 
cles. Moreouer, when we count all matks of 
the letters ih this name uct, if ( as it is in 
Sybils verſes) « be added, we ſhal plainly find, 
tha in theſe alſo the beginning of the time 
when the kingdome of Chriſt ſhoulde bee 
preached and alſothe brginning of the time 
of the fall of Antichriſt , even as in the for- 
mer, his comming was fignified. All the 
Greeke letters, in this name, expreſle the 
number' 1485. Nowe, if the yeetes which 
come from that yeere, in which Jeſus Chriſt 
by his reſurreA:on from the deade, and aſ- 
cenſion into heauen, had declared himſelfe 
to bee Chriſt the king of the Iewes, and che 
Sonneof the eternall GO D, were compa- 
red to this time, when Lxther and other 
learned men did by the pure Euangelicall 
doctrine of the free lhe" 29 of finnes in Te. 
ſus Chriſt, drive away the groſle darkeneſſe 
of papiſticall jenorance,and made the Sunne 
of righteouſneſle lefus Chriſte our Lorde, to 
ſhine againe, wee ſhall euidently perceine 
this time rightlie to bee comprehended in 
thefenumbers. For if to this number 1 485. 


1518.Thezime the yeeres from the natiuitie of our Lorde, 
when Luther & to his reſurretion, which were 33. were ad- 


other lerned me 


inuetched a- 


oainſt the pope, 


ded,then ſhall the yeere of our Lorde,athou- 
ſande,fiue hundred eighteene arife,in which 


*:d brought bis and.afterwarde, manie learned men beganne 


yepuration F1) 
the auſt. 


to ſet themiſtlues againſt the darkeneſle of 


Pa- 
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a comfortable diſcourſe, I; 
Papiſtes, Nowe, becauſe this loweſt num-< 
ber of fiue, a perfe&t Arythmeticall, co thar 
Geometricall proceeding by a fiuefolde,and 
veric goodlic | 42g docth as it were in co- 
lours, place before our eyes, the Grecke let- 
ter x which is the firſt lerterin the name and 
office of our eternall King, and alſo becing a 
licle turned, repreſenteth the croſle, that 1s, 
the badge and noble {igne of Chriſt , whoſe 
Jaſt letter of the nominatiue cale, is X. By 
tle thinges I fall into this conlideration, 
that about theſe times foretold, the comming 
of the Lorde to iudgement, is prefignified, 
by which he ſhall ſhewe himſelfe to all the 
worlde,to be Chriſtthe Sonne of God,pro- 
miſled tothe fathers, afterwarde ſeene of the 
Jewes, whom they did abhorre, and atlcagth 
crucified , whoſe token ( according to the 
judgement of the Fathers,and Sybils prophe- 
ſies) alſo-inthe comming of the Lordecto all 
the faithfull,ſhal be like a comfortable crrum- 
pet , but inthe ſ1ght of the Lorde , a njvowppe, 
or {tumbling blocke to the wicked . Thar 
thisis no vaine imagination, although it bee 
no certaine demonſiration,manie ſuch like 
reaſons and examples cauſe me tothinke ſo, 


For in manie places of the Scripture wee of- Nentes giuenace 


ten finde , that the Lorde hath beene greatly cording to the 


delighted in giuing them , either by Plaine gre! be 


wordes, or {ecrete prouidence, fitte and pro- 


per 


Abram, 
Abraham, 
lohn, 


Teſus what, 


Chrift what, 


Dawd whas. 


Dare! what, 


Of the ſecond comming of (briſt, 


pernames ,by whom: it hath pleaſed himyfor 
the glorie of his name, to beſtow vppon his 
Church anie great benefite, Hereof is A- 
bram called of God, Abraham : and the fore- 
runnez of the Sonne of God,called lohn:and 
the Sonne of God himſelfe receiued a name 
fromthe Angell, and was called lefus , thar 
15, a Lord & Sadour, redeeming the worlde 
from ſinne : which afterwarde receiued a 
name, according to his office , and was called 
Chriſt, that is, annointed : annointing vs 
with his holie ſpirite, that ſo wee might ac= 
knowledge him to be our Chriſt. Wherefore 
let it not ſcene {traunge vnto vs, if choſe let- 
ters, by the diuine prouidence of God , doe 
containe manic and great myſteries within 
them.For the Lorde God, by a certaine 1n- 
comprehenſible providence, not according 
to mannes wiſedome, or forcknowledge of 
thinges to come, doth gouerne the thoughts 
& tongues ot men, that manie men, & cities, 

in which the Londs God will thew cicher his 
fingular fauour, and maruellous workes of 
mercie : or his anger and heauie diſpleaſure, 
ſhould receiue fatall names accordivgly. 

And therefore by this reaſon it came ro 
paſſe nodoubr, that King Dauid, which ſig- 
mifeth welbcloued, ſhould receive a proper 
name: as alſo the Propher Danicl,his, figni- 


fyinz the iudgement of the Lorde: becauſe 
in 


/ 4 P 


in him the Lorde did ſhewe foorth his ſingu= 
lar kindenefle manie waies,and in his ſecrete 
iudgement concerning the Empires of the 
worlde,and their ends, and of the two com- 
mings of Chriſt: the firſt, vile in the flelhe 
ſecond victorious to iudgement, 

So likewiſe Babylon receiued a fit name Batylon whas, 
but ina diuerſe reſpe&t, not onelie becauſe 
that in her there was made a confuſion of 
tongues : but eſpeciallie becauſe of the con- 
founding of manners,& wickedneſlie of re!i- 
gion,and idolatrietogether, Wherfore at the 
length it vtterly came to naught, and there 
is becomea meere confuſion 1n deede, of all 
beaſtes and Serpentes. By a contraric ende 
Hieruſalem tooke her name , becauſe ſhee Hiewſalt wha 
{houlde ſee the peace of GOD in Chriſt, 
which afterwarde ſhe did furiouſlie deſpiſg 
I haue hearde morcouer of CIHelantthon, 
which alſo in a certaine booke hee did pub- 
liſhe, that that name Ember, a towne of 
the Oricntall Friſia, and my native countric, 
hath her derination from trueth , and firme- pnbdenwhes, 
neſſe, according to the force of the Hebrew 
worde: Eft enim ulla vrbis amans veritatts, For Emer veritas, 
( faith hee) That cutie is a loner of the trueth, Eman,Stabilia, 
And howe this name agreeth to that citie in 
theſe our dayes,the Lorde God hath aboun- 
dantly declared in this, that hee hath mira- 
culouſlic kept vs among theſe ſo daungerous 
I 2 (eme 


Rome, 


Lieros. 
Pr,948, 


Io. Vulters. 


Of the ſecons comming of ('brift, 


tempeſtes, conſtant inthe true doctrine of 


his Goſpell,againſt the manifolde ſubuilries 
of the divell,G od graunt we maie perſeuere 


to the end inall truth,and ſtmplicitie of hart, 
& that this naturall falling,maie firmely bee 
vpholden &ſlayed,left otherwiſe it portend 
an euill fortune,and fo we be called no lon- 
over, ©mdanigthat is,conſtant inthe trueth,bur 
Ualaarini,that is Babylonians : which thing 
God of his mercie turne awaie from vs. Sybel 
alſo Erithraa plainlie telleth of Rome , that 
her name doeth comprehende manie wofall 
deſtinies, and that in theſe verſes, tranſlated 
out of Grecke into Latine,by Caſtalion, 


Porro quaterdecies complebisgterg, frecentos 
eAmnnos atque otto,cum te pertingere metan 
Triita fata tuo completo nomine copent, 
Thy erd,thy name fulfilled,and fates 
ſpall canſe then for to comme: 
Of yeeres ume hundved,fortie erght, 
when ſeene ſhall be the ſumme, 

Now after what ſort this propheſte is ful- 
fille4,/ 2/7alion ſheweth in his annotations v- 
pon the ſame place, to which I ſend the Rea- 
der. Andthat Rome elſewhere hath a name 
according to her nature, it is apparant by a 
certaine anſwere of Paſq#il. 

Romagquid eſi? Quod te docuit prepoſteris ordo. 
Qnid docuit ? Inngas verſa elementayſcies, 
Roma 
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"Roma amor eft: « Amor eff? quals; ? prepofterus, 


Roma mares,nols arcere plura : ſcio. (Vude hoc? 
Whichis this in effeR: 
Rome what 1? Loue, «A loue? what lone? 
Contrarie unto kinde, 
Howe ſo ? Rome loueth men, No more, 
Ceaſe ſpeach,] know thy minde. 


Hereof alſo, in reſpe& of her outwarde 
whoredome, which is linked oftentimes 
with the ſpirituall fornication, ſhee is wor- 
thilie called in holie Scripture, an harlot, & 
Babylon, Sodome,& Gomorhha, ſecrete malice, 
and a people rebellingagainſt God, 


CHAP. 10. 


Of the raund and ſquare figure, of the (he .. 
matters yeeres,and of the , 
Golden number. 


Fnowe theſe, and that which 
followeth, he rightlic conſides 
red, and compared together, 
they will ſufficientlie ſhewe 
themſelyes to bee neither con- 

« trarietothe Scriptures, nor impertinent to 
; my purpoſe, but rather ſuch,as(it they be c6» 
pared with that before mentioned) may well 
I 3 bring 


F i ha 


Of the ſecond comming of Chriſt, 


bring vs into the remembrance of the latter 
dates,and ſpecially fith they doe as it were in 
lmely colours ſer before our eyes the perfet 
cnde of this worlde,& comming of the Lord 
toiudgement. And alſo the fiuefolde figure 
docth not onely repreſcnt the Greeke letter 
x+or beeing ſomewhat turned, the crofle:bur 
alſo both the ſquare figure, & the round, For 
the croſſe by cquall diſtance in the plaine, 
doth fill the circle, & repreſenteth the round 
forme : but the Greeke letter x, rather be- 
tokeneth the quadrangle figure. Bur (this I 
ſpeake by the way ) it vnto the ftuefolde fi- 
gure,noted by five vnities on either ſide, c6« 
trarie to the middle number of fiue,the foure 
figures comprehended in the fift,cuen to the 
perfect number, were ſet ynder , then theſe 
nine ynities may ſo byart be — C- 


uerie way you may fee 15. as bythe figure 


here vnderneath may appeare.. *+ 
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So that in this number of fue in three- 
folde,according to Arythmetike, may ſeeme 
the moſt perfect, a: d by manie figuresas it 
were, to repreſent thoſe three alterations of 
time , of which before wee made mention, 
whole endein a wſt quanritie of numbers, 
perfectly fer of God himfelfe,ought certain- 
lieto bec looked for. Neither can any doubt 
but that this figure containing a maruellous 
equalitic and agreement of m:mbers, in a 
veric great incqualitie,(as ir may ſeerne)doth 
Genifie ſome great myſteries, as weli dine 
as philoſophicall : the which (lealt in theſe 
which may perchaunce {eeme more darke 
than manie of Platoes numbers, 1 bee ouer 
tedious to the Reader ) Ileaueto the conl1- 
deration of the ſtudious. But that wee may 
ſomewhat returne to that wee hauc in hand 
(although the circular and rounde figute bee 
of all others ia (1ght molt faire) yet (as isthe 
whole wo! 1de)iti is verie vallable, ſubic to 
alteration,and tull of troubles. 

Burt the ſquare forme is firme , con- 
ſtant,and ſtable : and howeſocuer it be pla« 


ced,is alwaies one,and the ſame. And therc- Arifs.lir f, 
force doeth Ariſtotle compere the ſame to a Rh. 


good and honeſt man, whome hee calleth 
ep/ymny , foure {quare, the which, howſoe- 
uer with Ariftotle we imagine him, we ſhall 
ncuer finde,Chrilt only the rock,& true cor- 
I 4 ner 


Of the ſecond comming of Chriſt, 


Plamy, Nerſtone, refuſed of the builders & workme 
Mauhzx, Ofthis worlde, excepted : but in the life to 
come, weethalbefuch with Chriſt himſeife., 
And therefore doeth John deſcribe the holie 
Apocr, Hieruſalemdeſcending from heauen, to bee 
foure ſquare, in which her perſecution, con- 
{tancie,and continuancie,is noted: becauſe by 
no il fortune it ſhalbe weakened, there ſhal- 
be no lamentarion,no ſorroiw, rodeath: bur 
perfect ioye, greatmirth, and a life endued 
with all fpiritual riches ,- and cuerlaſting: of 
which the faithfull in the comming of the 
Lord,thalbe partakers, Whoſe moſt 1oyfull 
comming , about thoſe notable times aboue 
mentioned , wee looke for,and long excee- 

dingly for our redemption. 
Totheſe may be added, that in the yeere 
- on Cima- 88, which is the yeere of the worlde 5550. 
1568s,  {uchayecreſhallenſue, astoir fromthe cre- 
5550. ation of the worlde, by feuens, as it were by 
degrees and ſteppes, wee may aſcend: as allo 
the yecre before that 87. which is the yeere, 
5549.to which number ancient writers haue 
aſcribed much: partely: becaulc it is a ſquare 
number,of which aboue it is ſpoken : partly 
Howl ſent allo,becauſc it ariſeth of ſeuen , ſeuen times 

Hent .  « 

ere danger doubled. But experience,and the aflertion of 
72 chebefſ the learned proneth,that cueric ſeuenth yere 
wies, from their birth, to their death is verie dan» 
geraus, contrarie to noble wittes, and noble 
men 
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men of the beſt nature, by a certaine agree- 
ment they haue with their Maker. For fith al 
that is made,hath beene created by the won- 
derfull wiſedome of God', and by a certaine 
ſecrer poweringrafted , tende to his naturall 
conſeruation , and ſcekes that which is-beſt 
for his good ſtate , it verie likelie appearech 
that famous men haue a more aftinitic with 
their ſecond birth, che moſt arrificiall nature 
being made of GOD, than either beaſt, 
or beaſtlie men : and therefore that they are 
of God more tied with nature herſelte, to a 
certaine time.Butthele are accounted cſpeci- 
ally ClimaQterian yceres,which by ſeuens aſ- 
cend,asis the 2x, yeere, which doeth confiſt 
of three times ſeuen. , Such be 42. .and. 63. 
yecres , counting as well by nines, as by ſe- 
uens, and therefore bee they iudged co bee 
verie hurtfull to notable fellowes.Forin that 


yeere of their life, died Lather, Melantthon, Lxther, 


Martyr, and other excellent menin all a- * 


. P. Martyr, 
ges,- as alſo Eraſmus is thought to haueleft Eraſmne, 


this worlde, in the ſeuentic yeere ofhis age. 
Bur whether the like yeeres bee fatall to all 
the worlde, as they are to particular men, 
weeleaue it to the 1udgement of others. Yet 
if theſe things mentioned, fora certdine like 
proportion of numbers, doe include any ſc- 
crete reaſon, becauſe (as Plinie faith) Harmo- 
ma rerum naturam ſibs ipſam congruere copit: 


5 The 


Of the ſecond comming of Chriſt, 


L3.2.ca.109. The conſent of thinges , mabeth nature to agree 


go her ſelfe , it is credible and likelie, that the 
laſt cnde of the worlde,and of all mankinde, 
docth conſilt of like proportion of numbers, 
as doeth a part : becauſe man is in deedea 
arte of the worlde, and therefore is righthe 
called of the Philoſophers , wuzixiouer a little 
woride. Againe, of things paſt , things to- 
come are oathered , ſecing that the courle of 
time, ch lnation of the ſtarres , thecir. 
cuite of fiuc hundred y yeeres , and that ſingu- 
lar proportion of numbers, in the number of 
five ( of which hitherto wee haue ſpoken) 
come to paſlle about the ſametimealtoge- 
ther,and haueall one and the ſelfe ſame rea- 
ſon. All. which (to ſpeake the trueth) were 
conicftures of no weight,and coulde proouc 
nothing : did not Chriſt and Paulin plaine 

wordes {ignifie vnto vs,that the worlds end, 
together with the elorious comming of the 
Sonneof God to iudgement, are at hand,ard 
aS it were atour doores : when wee ſhall fo 
plainly percciue the Goſpel of the kingdom 
of Chriſt to be preached throughout all the 
worlde: and the ſonne of perdition, by the 

ſprrite of Gods mouth,to be ſo confounded, 
that nothing ſhall ſeeme to bee behinde, but 
his viter defamation. And to this purpoſe 
finally doe ferue other conieCtures, as is a= 
boue declared, 

Here 
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Heere , by reaſon of numbers, one thing 
more, well worthie to bee marked , becauſe 
it agrees with that aboue mentioned, comes 
into my minde , which was tolde mee by an 
honeſt man ski}full in Aſtronomie, and Ge- 
ometrie, and of good credite . For hee aide, 
thatin the ycere 1568. when Erica King of 1568. 
Snethlaude(which then was in armes)had by 
force taken from the Linonans, acertaine 
caſtle, ſituated in theifland O/Ua: called So- 
nenborch, hee by good fortune was lodged 
with a: certaine” noble Aſtronomer, with 
whome , by reaſon of cheir ſtudies, which 
were all one, hee was veric familiar, Being in 
talke one day, he brake out into theſe words, 
and faide, O miſerable & horrible dates , which 
from the yeere 1 570. nowe at harde, ſhall enſue 0fthe golden 
and continue many yeres | His guelt asked him, mexter. 
Haw ſo? Hee aunſwered , Becanſe , when the 
nunber of yeeres of Chriftes natinitie , doeth 
containe within it,, for certaine yeeres, the gol- 
den number of enerie yeere, ( which is [cldome 
ſeene)then ut hath of long time beene obſerned,c 
hiſtories do witneſſe tbe ſame, that infinite cala- 
mities , andimtollerable troubles hane chaunced. 
But nowe, fromthe 70.yeere now at hand, wntil 
the yeere 7 7, there ſhalbe among the yeeres of the 
birth of Chriſt, 4nd betweene the golden number 
of enerie yeere, ſuch an agreement, 4s 1, 5, 7, 
which being toned together by addition , do make 
I; 


1570, 


Of the ſecond comming of Chrift, 


1 3. Nowe this number 13, ts the golden number 
of the yeere 1570, andin the ſixe other imme- 
diately enſuing. «And therefore hee did affirme, 
that in that yeere ,, the wateric clement ſhoulde 
gouerne, ard ſhould preſage great onerflowinges of 
water, Butmtheyere 73, which is the middle of 
theſe ſenen, the earthly element , for ſome no- 
table cauſe, ſhould looſe of his vertue:by reaſon 
whereof, a wonderfull ſcarſiie of things ſhowlde. 
enſue, as afterwarde it came topaſſe. CMoreo- 
werhee ſayde, that in the 76, yeere , the aire 
Jhoulde bee corrupt, and the plague ſhould bee in 
enerie place. After which ſhould ſucceede three 
peeres: the firſt of which 1 577. dath by the fore- 
ſarde reaſons , comprehende in it twentie in num- 
ber, eAndif.fromthi number 19, which the 
chiefeſt golden number , aud the golden uumber 
go the yeere going before, were taken away , then 
one which 15 the beginning: of the number , aud 
the golden number of this yeere doth remaine, & 
ſo tm the other two following, anthno further, And 
therefore in the yeere 77, the fierie element ſhall 
trie his force , and breeds difſenſion and warres. 
And againe, inthe yeere" 7 8, a greenon peſtie 
lence ſpall diffpatch verie many. And in the yeere 

7 9. againe ſhall come great ſcarzitis of all fruzee, 
Finally he ſaige becanſe 1 9. t the higheft golden 
»#mber, it ſhall be found, that that number frons. 
the 70, yeere, (when this- finſhagreoment began) 
counting 1g. ſnall as it were by a finger, point vn= 
io 
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to the 88, yeere. For from the 70,yeeve to the 88, 

ſo many yeeres come betweene: about which time 
(according to the opmions almoſt of al Mathema- 
ticians )verie direfull and miſerable thinges ſhall 
come topaſſe. Becauſe by good experience, hee 
boldly ſayde, that the Lord God, maker & keeper 
of all order , did orderly by a certaine number, 
meaſure, aſpett of the ſtarres , rule & gonerne 
the whole firmament of Heauen, 

And therefore, becauſe of theſe thinges 
which haue ben ſpoken, we doe well ynough 
and ſufficiently knowe that the kingdome of 
God isat hande: let vs lift vp our heades to 
Heauen: let vs contemneall worldlic things: 
let euerie man caſt away ſecuritie, and y% 
of pleaſure , by whoſe inticementes, the 
minde is ſuppreſſed : let euerie man frame 
him ſelfe to learne what is good, and godli- 
neſle : let him prepare himſelfeto the croſle: 
let him profite in good working, in true cal- 
ling vpon the name of the Lorde, and put on 
the armour of righteouſneſle , that if the ad- 
uerfarie chalenge vs into combate, wee may 
by no flatteric, by no force, by noterrour, by 
no tormentes bee drawen and pluckt away 
from Chriſt. The almightic God bee preſent 
with vs continually with his diuine afiſtance, 
and defende vs euermore againſt all the inua- 
ſions of the divell, by which hee woulde 
bring vs from our faith, driuc ys out of _ 
an 


Oft ke ſecond commung of Chriſt, 


and fo barre vs from our kingdome which 
isin Heauen. 


CHATFP., 10, 


Of the manner and effett of the Lordes com- 
mimg to indgement, with an exhor- 
tation to watchfulnes; 


Etherto by diuine teſtimohties 
it kath beene ſhewed, that cet- 
?| tainely the worlde mult be de- 

ſtroied: and alſo by Oracles, & 
| probable reaſons and conie- 
Qtures it hath been proued , that the glorious 
comming of the Lorde is at our doores, and 
cannot be farre off, although we knowe nor 
the certaine yeare,day,and houre of this com- 
ming. It followeth therfore,that both for the 
edifieng of the Church, and reforming of our 
manners, that we alleadge teſtimonies out of 
hohe ſcripture, both of the manner of the 
coming of the Sonne of God to 1udgement, 
and of the effeR of the ſame. 

After that the Sonne of God Chriſt our 
Lorde and Sauiour , by the ſecret counſell of 
God the Father, had determined for our ſal- 
uation, and fatisfieng the wrath of God , to 
ſuffer death, he tooke vpon him the ſhape of 
a ſeruant, was in the worlde poore and miſe- 
rable, 
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rable, tooke patiently al tauntes and mockes, 
and ſuffered him ſelfe to bee condemned, 
though vaiuſtly, and ſhamefully to be cruci= 
fied : but in the ſecond comming he ſhal not 
onelie appeare like a chiefe Monarche of 
tis worlde, but ſhall ſhewe himſelfe to bee 
a King fince the beginning of the worlde, 
and him which caſt the mighrieſt from their 


ſeate of maieſtie, and exalted -the humble, Daw 2, 
and turned Empires at his pleaſure. Alſo ©. 


hee ſhall declare himſelfe to bee the Sonne 
of GOD, coequall in deitie with God his 
cternall Father : ſo that then the courſe of 
chinges ſhall be chaunged , for he in that day 
ſhalbe mdge, and iuſtly condemne thoſe, of 
whom hee was iudged, and againſt all equi- 
tic together with his members condemned, 
and which haue obſtinately and without rea- 


ſon perſiſted in impictie. For the wordes 


of Chriſtin the 25. of Matthewe, by which, Maths. 


according to the capacitie of man, the laſt 
indgement is depainted , arcthefe : Cam ve- 
nerit films homints m mateſtate ſua, & omnes 
angeli cum eogtunc ſedebit ſuper ſedem Maieſta- 
tis ſue, & conrregabuntur ante enum ones gen- 
tes. (Nemo enim qui vnquam vixit,elt,&erit, 
hoc iudicio eximetur.) fr ſeparabit eos abmui- 
cem, ſicut paſtor ſegregat ones ab heats , & ſta- 
rreer ones quidem a dexteris ſuts, Tunc dicet rex 
bis quia dexterts ejus erunt: Venite benedifti pa- 
14 


Of the ſecond comming of (hriſt, 
tru met ,poſſidete paratum wobis regnunra con« 
ſtitnttone mundi, ec. Et his qui a ſiniſtris, dicet: 
Diſcedite a me maleditti, in 1gnem aternum,qus 
parat'us eft diabolo & Angels eins , That is, 
When the, Sonne of man ſhall come in h1s maie- 
flie , and all his Angels with him, then ſhall be ſit 
por the throne of hi maieStie , and all nations 
ſhallbee gathered together before him. ( For 
none which ener was, is, or ſhall bee, from 
this iudgement ſhall be excmpred. ) «And he 
ſhall ſeparate them,euen as a ſhephearae doth ſe- 
gregate the ſheepe from the goates, and ſhall 
place the ſheepe on his right hanae . Then ſhall 
the king ſaie onto thoſe which are on his right 
hanae: ( ome yee bleſſed of my Father , poſſeſſe 
the kingaome prepared for you , from the begm- 
ning of the worlde, ec. And to thoſe which are 
01 14s left hanat, be ſhall ſaie : Depart from me 

ee accnrſed, into everlaſting fire, which i pre« 
pared for the dinell, and his angels : Becauſe 
theſe haue doone no deeds of charitie , but 
haue continually rebelled againſt God : but 
the other haue done much better, becauſe by 
reaſon of their faith , they haue fulfilled all 
workes of mercics, and haue bin of one mind 
with God, 

In which Sermon Chriſt doth applie him 
ſelfe to mans capacitie, and borroweth his 
fimilitude from an vpright Kingand Iudge 
ofthis worlde, which doth pronounce lawe- 


ful 
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full ſentence, whether it be ofabſolution, or 
condemnation, according to our workes, be 
they.good or bad, & by & by doeth execute 
the ſame. Likewiſc Paul doth ſhew the man- 
ner, how Chriſtin his laſt comming ſhal ap- 
pearetoall the ele which euer were,or ſhal 
be,in theſe wordes: Hoc enim vob dicimus in 
verbo Domini, quia n05 qui vivimius, qui reſidui 
ſums in aduentu Dommi, non preneniemu ew 
qui dormierunt. Ouoniam ipſe Dominu m inſſu 
& in voce archangeli , & im tuba Dei deſcendet 
de calo, 5 mortus qui in Chriſto ſunt, reſurgent 
rimi. Deinde nos qui vivimus, ſimul rapiemur 
cum illis in nubibus,obuiam Chriſto in atrage+ ſic 
ſemper cum Domino erimus , That is, This we 
ſay unto you inthe worde of the Lorde , that wee 
which lue,ey are the remnant in the Lords com- 
ming ſhall not goe before them which ſleepe . Be« 
cauſe the Lord himſelf,in the commandement & 
voice of an Archangel,c+ in the trumpet of God, 
ſhall deſcend fro heanen , & they which are dead 
in Chriſt ſhall firſt ariſe. eAfterwarde wee which 
do line , ſhall together with them be carried in the 
clendes zo meete Chrift in the aire , and ſo ſhall 
be with God for ener, Alſo Paul ceacheth that 
ina momct, in thetwinckling of an eie,inthe 
laſt ſound of the crrumpet the dead ſhall riſe 
vncorupt,& thoſe which are liuing,ſhal vp6 
the ſodaine be chaunged to incorru 1ption and 
immortalitie . Iohn alſo ſceth all the dead 
K {tand- 


r.Theſ. 4. 


1.Cor.15. 


Apoc,20, 


Cicerode Daun, 


bb2, 


Emſubins in vita 
Conſtantins, 
Aug b.r8. 
Cap.1 5.4 Ciui- 
care Dei, 


Achroftichian 
verſes whas, 


Of the ſecond comming of (hriſt, 
ſtanding before the great and white throne 
inthe ſight of God, and the Booketo bee 
opened, and the dead to bee judged out of 
that which was written, according to their 
workes. And hee which was not founde 
written in the Booke of life, was caſt into a 
burning lake . But Sybil Erithrea in her 
verſes called eAchroftichides ( which were 
reade, as it ſeemeth, but not well vnderſtood 
of Cicero, ) doeth notably depaint the laſt 
comming of Chriſt, and deſtruQtion of the 
worlde. Which verſes were greatly eſteemed 
of the Fathers , as appeareth both out of 
Enuſebius and Anguitine. For out of theſe au- 
thors which were before the birth of Chriſt, 
as alſo in Varro, and in Virgils 4, Eglog, itis e» 
uvident, that theſe Oracles were of great an= 
riquitie ,in fo much that they were counted 
as divine reuelations : and therefore will we 
ioine thoſe Latine verſes vnderneath,and the 
rather , becauſe in them nothing can bee 
found, which is diſlonant from the worde of 
God. «Achroſtichian verſes are thoſe, whoſe 
firſt letter dependes one of the other. The let= 
ters in Greeke were theſe:Ino:vc, xpuric , fu Yue, 
owrip,cavpic. In Latine thele : 


Itsvs, CyHRisTvs, DErFillys, 
SERVATOR CRVX. 


The 
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The verſes are theſe: 


1 ndicii fgnum tells ſudoribus edet, 
x x4, polo veniet Rex temps in omne futarus, 
$ cilicet vt carnem omnem,vt toti indicet orbe, 
v nde Deum fids,diffidentesg, videbunt, 
s ummnum cun ſanttis in ſacli fine ſedentem, 
C orporeorum animas hominis, quo indicet, olins 
H orrebit totus cum aenſis vepribus orbis, 
R eircient & opes homines, ſmulachrag, cuntla, 
E xmrerg, ignts terras, calumg,, ſalumg,. 
1 ncendetg, fores anguſti carcers orci, 
$ anttorimg, omnis caro libera redatta,lucem 
T #nc repetet: ſemper cruciabi flamma ſceleſtos, 
Vv tque quis occulte peccanerit,omnia atcet: 
$ #ub Iucemg, Dems reſerabit peliora clauſa. 
D entes ftridebunt , crebreſcent vndique lull: 
E t lux deficiet, ſolemque, nitentiaq, aſtra, 
1 n#uoluet celos,o Lnne ſplendor abibit. 
F offs attollet,iuga deprimet, ardua montes, 
1 mpedietg, nihil mortales amplins altum, 
L onga carina fretum non ſcindet:montibus arud 
1 p/a equabuntur : nam fulmine torrida telus 
v ndag, & ſicci fontes, + flumina hiabunt, 
S iderersg, ſono triſti tuba clanget ab oris, 
S tultornm facinus merens, mundiq, dolores, 
E t chaos oftendet, (+ tartaragterra dehiſcens, 
R egeſque ad ſolum ſitentur numinis omnes, 
v ndaque de clo fiuet ignea ſulphure mixto, 
A tque omnes homines ſignum preſione notabit 
K 2 1 ene 


Of the ſecond comming of (briſt, 
T empora eo lignum, cornu per amabile fidt, 

O ppoſitus mundo caſus,ſed vita piorum 

R efþergendo lanaurdnodeno fonte vocatos, 

C ompeſcetg, pedo ferrata cuspide gentes. 

R ex ttbinnunc noſtris deſcriptins in ordine ſumme 
v erſibus, hic noſter deus Stn ſalutes 

Cc onditor eterniz,perpeſſins nomine noftrs, 


IESVS CHRIST, THE SONNE 
OF GOD, THE SAVIOR, 
AND CKROS. 


Which verſes of Sybil are thus tur- 
ned into Engliſh, 
. In ſweating ſhall the earth ſhewe foorth 
a igne of dreadfull doome, 
E ke downe from skies ſhall come a king , 
that euermore ſhall reigne, 
s$ 0thatall fleſh that king ſhall iudge, - 
and all the worlde ſo wide. 
v BFaithfull with faithfull men, 
ſhall ſee God face to face, 
S itting with his moſt glorious Saintes, 
when that the worlde ſhall ende, 
C omming to1dge the ſoules of men, 
when he {hall ſee his time, 
x orribly ſhall the world bee with 
wilde briers ouergrowne, 
R cicR ſhall men their riches quite, 
and idols throwe away, 


a comfortable d;ſconrſe. 


: n burning ſhall the fire conſume 
the heauens,the earth, the ſea, 
Ss o ſhall the woful gates of loth- 
ſome hell be ſet on fire, 
T hatall the fleſh of righteous men, 
being ſo ſer free to light 
T hen may returne: eternall fire 
the wicked ſhall torment. 
H owe cuer ſecret aretheir finnes, 
he ſhall reueale them all : 
E ke ſhall he there declare the faultes 
of men, and ſecrets all, 
S ore gnaſhing there of teeth, and wai« 
linges ſhall ech where be heard : 
y nto the glittering Sunneand Starres, 
ſhall light be quite denide: 
N owe {hall the skies be fouldedin, 
the Moones light ſhalbeloſt, 
O f vallies ſhal heraiſe the depthes, 
and mountaines lay full lowe. 
F rom wandring wide, the ſalt ſca fome, 
(hall hinder men no more, 
G reat ſhips ne ſmall ſhal paſſe no more 
the ſea: the mountaines [teepe 
0 nplaines ſhal leuell lic : for why, 
the earth with lightning parcht, 


D ry deepe ſhall gape with heate, flouds ſhal- 


be dride,and fountaines all. 
T hen ſhall the trumpe ſounde outa noiſe 

from skics with earnfull rune, 
K 3 
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x eauilie wailing the miſdeedes 
of fooles, and worldes griefe. 
Earth and Hell gaping then beneath, 
{hali great confuſion ſhew, 


States and all kinges ſhall then appeare, 


before Gods judgement ſeate, 


and downe from heauen ſhall fal a ſtreame, 


of brimſtone mixt with fire. 
vntoall mena famous {igne, 
whereby they may be knowne, 
1n thoſe daies ſhall be giuen,by 
the wood,a trumpe molt deere, 
of all the faithfull much eſteemd, 
bur to the worldes eſtate, 
R epoling truſt in earthlie things, 
a cauſc of great offence. 
At that time likewiſe ſhall ſuch men, 
as liucd a godlic life, 
No longer welter in their filth, 
but clad to purer (tate, 
D rencht deepe ſhall fullieclenſed be 
in twelue clearc running ſtreames, 
C ontroll he ſhall the nations force, 
with his ſtrong teeled ſtaffe: 
R eciting now our king in verſe, 
whome here we haue ſet foorth, 
© f God our Lord this is his name, 
the worker of our wealth, 
$ tabliſher of all the wide world, 


who ſuffered for our health. 


Now 


for ſuch as loue him, But thoſe ccleſtiall and 


- fore our eyes as catthlice and viſible things,to 
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Nowel hope theſe teſtimonies alleadged, 
maie ſuffice to prooue vnto vs, the manner 
of the comming of the ſonne of God,and of 
the worldes ouerthrowe. Forit is not for 
man to ſpeake more of the ſame , than hee 
hath learned our of holie Scripture, Yer 
ſomewhar longer will we ſtaic in deſcribing 
the greatneſle of the happic life of the god- 
lie, and paines of the vngodlie: and yet no 
further will we goe, than the holie ſcripture 
docth lead vs to conlider. Certaine it is, and rromebe grear- 
without all controuerſie, that nothing can nefe of an hap- 
be imagined of greater happineſle , and bet- Pie 
ter eſtate, than is God the chiefelt good: and 
that that felicitie which is in God, is as great 
and vnſcarchablezas is his omnipotencie, by 
which he created both heauen and earth of 
nothing, by his word alone. And therefore 
it followeth , that thoſe which are of one 
minde in Teſus Chriſt with God, ſhall be al- 
ſo partakers of thoſe goods which are mm 
God,& as beloued children in Chriſt, heires 
of all their Fathers riches, which are infinite 
and incomprehenſible. And therefore Paul 
ſaith out of Eſaie: That the eye hath not 1-©or 2, 
ſeene, nor the eare heard, neither hath it emtred Eſ@. 
into the heart of man, what God hath prepared 


inuiſtble, are not ſo apparent , and ſhine be- 
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which we are too too nile addicted: and 
therefore the holie Ghoſt by Iohn, in the re- 
| —po:2t. yelation, helping the weakeneſſe of our 
indgement, doeth. liken the kingdome of 
Godtoacertaine great and large citie, which 
he doeth call the holic Hieruſalem, whoſe 
cates are of precious ſtones and whoſe walles 
and ſtreates are of pure gold, than the which 
nothing is more excellent in the fi fight of 
men. And he doethalfo call that citie, ( of 
the which all the cle ſhall be perpetuall Ci- 
tizens)T abernaculxem Dei cum hommibus, & 
habitabit cum eis , ipſipopuli eius erunt , & ipſe 
Dew cumersertt: The Tabernacle of GOD 
with men, and he ſhall dwell with them, and they 
ſhallbe hu people, he wil be their G od. Finaly, 
that there 15 the fulneſle of all felicitie, where 
God isall in all,in which place we hal know 
him perfectlic, cuen as he is. And therefore 
true1s that voyce, which lohn in his reuela- 
tion heard from heauen : Beati mortur, qui 1 
Domino moriuntur : Bleſſed are the dead which 
dre in the Lorde : Or, thoſe are bleſſed, which the 
Lorde at his commmg ſhall finde vigulant , wiſe, 
and (ober. 
From theoreas,  Noweiif nothing be more bappie (as in 
neſie of Gods decde nothing is ) than ro emioy the ſight of 
anger andtbe the eueriwuing God, and to be inheritours of 
panesof Hell, eternail life: certainly by a contrarie, nothing 


can be imagined mute wretched and miſera- 


ble, 
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ble, than with diuels to bee caft for ever our 
of the fight of God, into eternall tormentes 
and paines of hell, at whoſe veric remem- 
brance, the diuell himſelf in an horrible rage 
doth quakeandcremble. For {ith God is al- 
rogether infinite, and his juſtice incompre- 
henſible, and finnes bee cleane contrarie to 
his vnſpeakeable iuſtice, ir muſt needes fol- 
low, that they alſo.muſt be puniſhed with e- 
ternall paines, And that this is true, our hea- 
uenlie Father ſheweth molt plainelic in his 
onelie begotten Sonne, which for our ſake 
he ſent into the fleſhe , that hee might take 
vpon him the forme of a ſeruant, and ſuffer 
death forour offences. For the 1uſtice of 
G OD, for our finnes in our flethe, did ex- 
act ſufficient ſatisfa&ion : and his divine pi- 
tic, an infinite mercie towardes al the ele, 
And therefore the Sonne of GOD, of one 
ſubſtance with his crernall father, and clear- 
neſle of his glorie, was almoſt compelled to 
ſubie& himſelfe vader him, that ſo he mighe 
pacifie Gods anger, & publiſh his vnſpeake- 
able mercie towardes all mankinde : eſpeci- 
allie towardesall them which would with a 
liuclie faith take holde of , and imbrace him. 
Nowe thatthe mind of man might conceiue 
the greatneſle of Gods high diſpleaſure a- 
gainſt .our ſinnes, the hole Scripture fet- 
ching fimilitudes from ſenſible thinges, doth 
K 5 lives 
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liuclie ſet the ſame before our eyes: that ſo if 
our fleſhie and flexible heartes giue anie cre- 
dite to the manifeſt worde of God, & be not 
hardened like ſtones, we might conceiue the 
greatneſle of the ſame, For Chriſt doth com- 
parethat eternall caſting out of his fauour, to 
a verie darke priſon,to cuerlaſting fire & vn- 
quenchable, roextreeme horrour, with per- 
petuall gnaſhing ofteeth. And Iohn in his 


Apoc20.21.22.Reuclation faith, that the yngodlie ſhall bee 


throwne into a firic lake full of brimſtone,in 
which they ſhall be continuallie forever tor- 
mented : than the which mans minde can 
thinke nothing more horrible,more intolle- 
rable. All which Sy6:/in her oracles compre- 
hended in theſe verſes tranſlated out of 
Grecke, 


Nec erit modi vilu eornm 
Ploratus,neque vox triſtes diſtinfla querelas 
Dmerſas referet: verum ſub nofte profunda 
Tartarea nigra,laniante dolore.profundum 
({Tamorem tollent : atque m regione profana 
Ter tantam ſoluent, quantum fecere malorum, 
Ipne confetti: multo : tumdentibus omnes 
Stridentes,acri tabeſcent cvique,ſitique 
Oprandum mori dicent fugient que vocanter. 
Non iam mortis enim requit,non noitts habebat 
Mnita quidem frufira ſuprem: numina patris 
Orabunt : ſed eos twne aucrietur aperte. ki 
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Ne ſhall their wofull cries have end, 
Nor yet their earnfull plaintsabroade 
diſtinted voices ſend: 
But weltering ſtill in darkenefledeepe, 
in hell which till doth raigne, 
Shal lift their clamour from the depth, 
when they are pincht with paine, 
Andin that wicked region 
Shall ſuffer (mart,and ſuch 
As equall ſhal be totheir wic- 
ked deedes,and twice ſo much, 
Tormented ſtill in hugie flames 
of fire,then ſhall they firſt 
With gnaſhing teeth quite pine awaie 
in paine,and parching thirſt, 
Then ſhall they wiſh for death,and whilc 
they call flee faſt affrighr. 
Thus ſhall they neuer reſt fromdole- 
full death,and noiſome night. 
And often to the Father high 
ſhall call,and ſue for grace, 
Bur all in vaine: for from their cries 


he ſhall turne backe his face. 


O that blindeneſſe of mans minde, and 
that mad doubting of theſe diuine promiſes 
ofeternall life! O that hardened and flintie 
heart of ours, which is not mooued, no not 
with theſe horrible threates of Gods heauie 
diſpleaſure, but continuing fecurelie in all 
unpic= 


An ext-oriation 
$0 patid/ulacſje 


Of the ſecond comming of C. brit, 


impietie, neuer asketh pardon for ſuch wil- 
ful offending,and amendeth euenas though 
the Scripture were but lies and theſe divine 
oracles,prophane fables! For by thoſe things 
which haue come to paſle, and by true de- 
monſtration of Gods holie ſpirite , it is ap- 
parant, that nothing is more certaine, than 
that the ende of all thinges hangethon our 
ſhoulders. Truelie greart is the force of linne, 
and maruellous is the rage of Satan intheſe 
latter daies, he endeuoureth by all meanes y 
poſſiblic he can,to bring the whole worldin 
roa deſperate ſecuritie of life, that ſo he may 
haue many partakers of his torments in hel, 
from which there is no redemptis. But how 
much better had it bene,we had either neuer 
bin borne,or at the leaſt bin voide of rcaſon, 
with beaſtes and ſerpents, or elſe beenedif- 
patched as ſoone as we were borne, ifcither 
we enioy not that place, for which wee wete 
created,or come not to the celeſtial Paradiſe, 
and ro the mariage of our Spouſe, our Lorde 
and Sauiour Iefus Chriſt, where ſhall be the 
full abundance of all delightes, and perfeRti- 
on of all p!cafure? 

Wherfare , let vs cafl fro vs, both our care- 
leſſe ſecuritic, and miſtruſt of the promiſes 
of God: let vs renounce the diuecl,and all the 
workes of the fleſh, which are not ſufferable 


by the worde of God, and let ys liſten to the 
fricnd- 
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friendlie admonition of our Sauiour Chriſt, 
warning vsin theſe wordes:Take heede,leſt at 


arie time your minds be ouerladen with ſurfeting Lnkg2ts 


and drunkenneſſe,cs cares of this life, and ſo the 
ſodaine day of the Lorde take you wnwares: for 
enen 4s a ſnare it ſhall come vppon allwhich ſit 
wpon the face of the earth. Be ye watchfullthere - 


fore at all times: (and as Matthewe addeth) Manha2y, 


Becauſe yee knowe not the houre in which your 
Lorde will come: praying, that yee may eſcape all 
theſe things which are to come , and may ftande 
before the Sonne of man . For ifthe comming 
of theeues and ſtealers of our earthlie goods 
beeto bee feared, with howe great diligence 
and watchfulneſle , ſhoulde wee ſeeke to e- 
{cape thoſe enimies, which would fpoile vs 
of our eternall riches, and kinzdome of hea- 
uen?Heere we vie great heede and wiſedome 
to preſerue our mortall bodies from hurte 
and daunger: bur to ſaue our ſoules which 
are immortall from eternal paines in hell, we 
are altogether careleſle and nothing circum- 
ſpe. And yet more woulde it beſeemethe 
childre of light to be more careful in ſceking 
and keeping thoſe thinges which are cele- 
ſtiall, than are worldlings painfull inenri- 
ching themſelues with ſuch thinges as they 
are neither ſure to enioy while they are aliue, 
nor can aflure them of any ioye when they 
are dead. Yea let ys thinke and perſwade our 
{clues, 
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ſelues,thatin the fight of Godit is not ſhame 
full, but abhominable , that the ele or cho- 
ſen people of God,which ſhould bee wiſe & 
circumſ{pe, ſhall in this care be ſurpaſled 
of wicked worldlings : and the more highlie 
we diſpleaſe our God , by howe much the 
things which wee ſo little eſteeme, are more 
excellent than that which they ſohunt aftet, 
betweene which ( ſo ſurpaſſing is thetrea- 
ſure prepared for the godlie ) there is no 
compariſon. This exhortation though it per- 
teine toall men at all times, yet now eſpeci- 
ally in theſe dangerous daies, in which euery 
where we ſee ſo many by ſodaineand ſtrange 
deathto be taken out of this worlde : & bes 
cauſe eucry man ſhall die (though the cer- 
taine houre and daie none doth knowe) and 
{hal cither wofully be ſent among the diuels 
into hell,or joyfully be receiued into the fe- 
lowſhip of the faithful into heauen. 
Wherefore, fith the pirite inthe faithfull 
is willing, but the fleſh verie weake & blind 
in heaucnly things, wee are to beſeech our 
heauenly Father in continuall prayers, that 
by his holie ſpiric he would dailie more and 
more encreaſe and ſtrengthen our weake 8& 
feeble faith. And therfore we heartilie deſire 
thee, O eternall Father , that thou wilt not 
vtterlie breake vs, though we boyy not as we 
ſhould,neither deale with iuſtice,though = 
0 


ae," = oe TS" 


xp PL 


| 
/ 


4 comfortable a5ſcourſe. %0 
doe not our duties, according to thy wills 
but keepe vs good God in thy welbeloued 
Sonne,illuminate our mindes with thy holie 
ſpirite,by which wee may be prepared to all 
good workes, in the holineſle, and newneſle 
of life : that ſo with Paul we may deſire to 
leaue this worlde,and to be with Chrift,and 
ſointhe comming of the Lord, being found 
readie with oyle in our lampes,and adorned 
with our wedding garments , wee may finde 
entrance to the Lords marriage , which thou 
for thy Sonne , and his beloued ſpouſe the * 
Church,haſt prepared, and appointed from 
the beginning of the world. To thee there» 
fore, O heauenly Father;to thy only be- 
gotten Sonne, & to the holic Ghoſt 
our comforter, be all praiſe, 
honor,& glorie,for cuer 


&ecuecr, Amen, 


Certaine 


Of the ſecond comming of Chriſt, 
Certaine verſes of one Sybi/ 


a Prophetis-among the Heathen, liuely de- 


painting,and confirming briefly that which at 
large hath beene handled in this Booke, andfor 
their excellencie tranſlated out of 
Greeke into Latine , and 
now Engliſhed; 


Happie folke, whom God ſhal finde bb 
at his returne awake, 
It teacheth all to looke about, 
and drouſie ſleepe forſake. 


For timehie in the morne,or late 
ar night,or in the noone, 

Hill come,L know full well, hill come, 1 
though none can tell how ſoone, 

When ſlouthfull men ſhall ſoundlieleepe, ? 
at nooneas in the night, 

The ſtarres of heauen from euerie coaſt, ; 
will ſhewe themſelues full bright: 

The yeeres approching toan end, \ 


with torches twaine alſo. 
Then from the cloudes,in heauenly couch, 
the Thesbite eke will goe 
Into the earth,and ſhowe to all 
the world the threefolde fignes 
Of their deſtruction. Wo be vn- 
to them whome thar day findes 
With child to be, or with their milke 


to nouriſh infants yong, 
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Or which do well,and reſt themſclues 
by waterſides along: 
Wobeto them which r{cethat daie. 
For all the world-abour, 
From Eaſt;to Weſt;from South, to North 
and euerie where throughour, 
Shall darknes be,nolighrar all. 
Then flaming flouds from skie 
Shall flaſhing come in furious wiſe, 
and cuerie eplace deſtric. 
The earth,and Ocean huge,and Pon- 
rus purpled ponds and lakes, 
All ſprings,and riuers ſwift,and cru- 
ell Pluto.he which takes 
All cthings,and pitties none: the heauens 
aboue;their lights and all 
Muſt needes conſume for ate,their forme 
being loſt.For downe niuſt fall 
The ſtars being pluckt from skie. And mor- 
tall man ſhall gnaſh his teeth, 
When boiling flouds,and flaming fire, 
and brimſtones heate he ſeeth, 
Andall thingsto be hid with ath= 
cs pale,on a burnine: Fround. 
Theelemenes all;farre o out of courſe, 
at that time ſhalbe found, 
The earth,the aer,the oole,the ſea, 
thelighr;the night and daie; 
The birdes then ſhall not with their wings 
cut skies and flie aywaie: 
L Nor 


Of the ſecond commny of (rift, 
Northen as once in faltie ſeas, 
ſhall ſcaled fiſhes skip, 
Nor through the ſtreame with lading fraight 
ſhall paſſe thegallanr ſhip. 
Nor men ſhall ſet their oxen then 
to plough the fallow ground, 
Nor woods then beaten with the winde 
ſhall yeeld a whiſtling ſound: 
Into one heape ſhall all things then 
be blowne. And then Ekar, 
Cromiel, Vriel,Samiel, 
and Azael,which are 
The Angels good of theimmor- 
tall God,and know the thing, 
That euerie man hath done, ſhall raiſe 
all ſoules,and alſo bring 
Themto the dreadful! ſeate of aich- 
tic cuerlaſting God, 
Their judges for ro be. For he 
_ made all things alone, 
And onely,he omnipotent 
doth 1 continue one, 
And iuſtly he to wdge mankind, 
in indgement ſeate will fit, 
And then will he to bodies dead 
cive life,and alſo it, 
Which lacked breath, ſhall ſprite receine, 
and ſpeach,which could not peake: 
The ſides ſhall haue both fleſh and bone 
which feeble were and weake, 


And 
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And former ſtrength,and yeines,and skin, 
and heate which firſt they had: 

So carthly bodies aptly knit, 
and with their members clad, 

One day {hall raiſe to life againe. 


eAnd alle after, 
And then the Lord of Sabboth,he 


which makes the thundring ſound, 
Shall quite cut oft the deſtinies, 
and raiſethe dead from ground, 
And ſitting in his ſtately throne, 
ſhall placea piller great, 
To which with Angels Chriſt will come: 
and he ſhall make his ſeate 
On the right hand of that ſame throne; 
the lives of all to iudge, 
Both honeſt and vngodlic men. 
And then will thither trudge 
That auncient friend of God almight, 
Moſes, with fleſh new clad, 
And Abraham the great will thi- 
ther comeand that full glad; 
And Iſaac, Iacob,Daniel, 
Elias, and Ialus, 
Ambacom, [onas,and the reſt, 
which thoſe idolatrous 
And wicked Hebrucs did deltroic, 
Then ſiting ſo he {hall 
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Straite ſentence giue, from judgement ſear, 
and ſocondemnethem all, 
Which after Erem were,perni- 
cious levves to haue the priſe, 
According to their workes: and for | 
their naughrie life likewiſe, L 
To liue,and rue the paines. The wic- 
ked ſoin ſtreames of fare, 
Which neuer will be quencht,ſhal plun- 
ged bee(ſuch is their hire.) 
The righteous aie 1nioieng reſt, 
the wicked {h]l ſhall mourne, 
And wailethe foule and filthie fades, 


Which they haue doone beforne. 


And by and by, 
But thoſe which well haue doone, and liude 
vpright with conſcience pure, - 
Whoſe chiefe delight was godlines, 
and therein did endure: 
The Angels they ſhall bring ſuch men 
by boiling ſtreames to light, 
And: ciuethem all a quiet ſtare, 
and place them in the fight 
Of migh tie and 1immortall Iouc: 
where milke and honie flowes, 
And wine from fountaines three: and yo- 
luncarily there growes, 
From ground all kinde of fruite in heapes, 
there ncedesno hedge nor ditch; 


They 
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They vſe one fare,and eate one foode, 
there eucry man is rich, 
No poore man there,nor caitife churle, 
| nor cruel tyrant one, 
 Noſeruantvile,nomaſter proude, 
-* ſuperior theres none: 
No glorious King maie there be found, 
nor captaine brave and (tour, 
The ſtates one,all men are like, 
of all the Saintes throughout, 
And no man there can waile the night, 
or ſaie the daic is paſt, 
Nor with for light againe:nor time 
is there,nor cares which waſte 
And weare the life of man,No ſum- 
mer hot,nor winter colde, 
No ſpring,nor withering time:nothing 
can there be bought or ſolde. 
No marrieng there,no murthering men, 
no birth,nor burieng daie, 
Their ſtate is ſuch,God hath decreed, 
they ſhall remaine for aie. 


Praiſed be God. 
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''* Of the ſecond comming of Chriſt, 
To his aſſured friend Tho- 


mas Rogers, Scheltco a Geueren wi- 
ſreth ſaluation in Chrift, 


>| Y your letters I perceiue, be- 
loucd in the Lorde, that you 
through my book, which I did 


of the learned, & you did Eng+ 
liſh for the profite of your zealous Countric» 
men ignorant inthe Latine tongue, haue c6- 
cciued a better opinion of me and my know- 
ledge,than either I doc looke for,or in deede 
is requiſite, For I ſee noſuch giftesin my ſelf, 
as you friendly doe aſcribe vnto me,and I ex- 
ccedingly do wiſh, I would in deede(if in the 
ſcrting foorth of that worke , I had followed 
the counſell of Horace, who commendeth ra- 
ther a difterring than a raſh doing of things ) 
I woulde, I fay , haue written the fame more 
plainly,copiouſlie & orderly,than I did: but 
it was with mee as with thoſe , which hauing 
found a goodly & precious thing,canot with 
out imparting the ſame to others, long keepe 
It ſecret, that ſotogether they may enioy the 
ſame,and reioice, For many things are in this 
booke , which ſure Iam, I ncuer read, and as 
certaine,I neuer heard of any, And therfore as 
Eucric man commends his own,ſo1n mine 0- 

| | pini- 


publith in Latin for the benefir 
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pinion, for the inuention , mine were com- 
mendable . Thence ic was that thoſe thinges, 
which particularlic I had pondered in my 
minde, and gathered confoled dly inthe (ſpace 
of three monethes,] could not chooſe,but ge- 
nerally,for the commodirie of all Chriſtians, 
eſpecially for the comfort of our Church,the 
vilited wich the plague, publiſh and fer in 
_ But ſeeing that manic learned and Zea- 
ous men doeallowe the worke, and you ſo 
like it, that you both loue mee , as I knowe, 
therefore: and hauedrawenit into Engliſh, 
for a more generall commoditic : Iam fo far 
from repenting my publiſhing thereof, thar 
] greatly reioice and praiſe God therefore, 
which by the mouth of b babes and yongones, 


ſometime wil haue his glorie to be ſer Bonk, 


There bee which reieRrthat ſaieng of Elr- 
4s , concerping the ſixe thouſande yeeres of 
the worldes continuance : and they , becauſe 
I haue vſcd his wordes for an argument, al- 
though not the principall, doe not fo greatly 
therefore account of my booke, Whoſe 
words haue made meethe more deepely and 
throughly to conſider of this matter: in ſtu- 
dy whereof, many diuine and celeſtiall cogi- 
rations came into my minde , which as I haue 
vttered to ſome godly and learned men in 
familiar talke(who exceedingly do like the) 
ſo I cannot chooſe butimpart them to you, 


L 4 be= 


Ofthe ſecond comming of Chriſt, 
being mineaſſured friende,both to confirme 
our triend{hippe,and to eucreaſe our faith a- 
bour the eternall prouidence of Almightie 
God. And that wasit, which made me,when 
we were together, todemaunde when you 
would returne, and ſince your departure to 
with the ſame. Bur for that I ſee, which Iam 
ſorrie to heare, by your letters, that you bee 
out of al hope to returne by Emden into E CY 
land, I wil not let to vnfolde that by writing 
which by wordes I was minded to haue Vite- 
red, if wee might haue mette, that is,as Imay 
for my buſi nelle, to confirme the wordes of 
Elias. I will alleadge ſuch proofe, as were 
not his to bereade, yet by that which I bring 
forth, it ſhalbe cuident, har this his opinion 
of the ſixe thouſande yecre of the worlde, is 
not onelie auncient, bur alſo credible, con- 
firmed by the teſtimonic of Scripture, and 
comprehended in the wordes of the creation 
myſticallie, obſeruing the true ſenſe of the 
wordes, 

For if you diligently conſider and cal into 
mindethe workes which God did in cuerie 
of thole daies, & compare them orderly with 
ſach thinges as haue hapned in the ſ1xe thou- 
ſand yeres of the world , you {hall ealily per- 
ceiuve greate myſteries to lie vnder thoſe 
words ,and to be propheſies of thinges done 


from the beginning of the worlde, vnull the 
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conſummation of the ſame ,. as alſo manic 
ſtories of the old Teſtament are types and fi- 
gures of things to come, So that we may well 
ſay,that the Lord God ( with whom no time 
js to come, and all thinges which ſhoulde be, 
were vndoubtedlie in the creation of time 
preſent, & afore his cies )woulde foorthwith 
that the beginning of all thinges ſhoulde be 
the fignifieng of ſome thing , that ſothe be- 
inning, middle, and end, an{wearing to the 
firſt ſigne & laſt, & the framing of the world 
ſhoulde mcete together in one, and breake 
off, asif they were but one. And that theſe 
thinges are ſo, I minde (by a compariſon of 
thinges done cucric thouſande ycere in the 
Church, with the workes in cuery day of the 
worldes creation ) briefly to ſhewe in this 
=piſtle, forat largeI cannot, being let by 0+ 
ther buſineſleat this time, | 
Among other things ſtraight afcer the be- 
ginning(laith CMHeſes, ) The earth was voiac,, 
&c, This you ſee doth wonderfully an{were 
vnto the ſtate of «Adam, and his polteritie, 
which by the breaking:and diſobeieng the 
commaundementes of God became earthlie, 
deſtitute of all 9oodnefle,and in darkenes for” 
want of his grace, Notwithſtanding through 
his wondertull mercie , God by the promiſe 
of the ſeede of the woman to come , which 


was Chriſt, created a new light in Adam,and 
{c- 
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ſeparated the children of light in the poſte= 
ritic of Seth,from the children of darkeneſle 
inthe.progenieof (ain. Theſe thinges were 
doone m the firſt thouſande yeeres after the 
manner of the creation of the firſt day,when 
light was made, and darkenes ſeparated from 
the ſame, &c. 

In the ſecond thouſande, the floud came, 
and all the earth was couered with water : fo 
thatthe worke of the ſecond daie,when God 
parted the waters a ſunder , is not vnlikethe 
time,when God,after the floud,in the ſecond 
thouſande yecres of the worlde , reuoked the 
waters from the earth. For where adiuifion 
1s made, there was a confuſion firſt. In the ſe- 
cond millenarie there was a confuſion , firſt 
of matrimonie betweene the ſonnes of God, 
the Church: and thedaughters of men, the 
Heathen : Secondlie of clementes, by the 
floud: Thirdly,of rongues,ar the deſtrution 
of Babylon, Ofthele contuſions afterwarde a 
diunfion was made , as was the element of 
water, from the watcr aboue the firmament, 
inthe ſeconde daie of the creation.For Noe & 
his fawilie being then the Church , were ſe- 
parated from the wicked worlde: and for the 
confuſion of ron2ues , a diuifion of nations 
was made. 

But az the thirde daie , God ſeparated the 
waters, and the earth ,and made the earth to 

; bring 
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bring foorth greene hearbes and ſecede: (o' 
likewiſe in the third millenarie of the world, 
by the viſible fignes of the ſacred couenant 
made with Abraham, and manie yceres after 
by the ſolemne publiſhing of his commaun- 
dementes in Mount Smasi, the Lorde GOD 
madea ſeparation of wauering, troubleſome, 
and vngodlie men, aS it were of waters and 
drie grounde from the earth, fruitfull and 
grcene with hearbes and ſcede, that is, from 
the Iewes the choſen & holie people of God, 
which he(as the facred verſes doe witnefle) - 
in thoſe dayes before all nations had mar- 
uellouſlic adorned and bleſſed with manie 
godlic Patriarches, Prophetes,Prieſtes,Cap- 
raines and kinges , with Daxid and Salomon, 
that ſothey might aboue all people flouriſh 
in well doing , or might bee as atree of life 
planted by the ſprings of water,whoſe fruite 
is ripe indue ſcaſon, 

But at length in the fourth daie the Lord 
made twogreat lightes,to wit the Sunne and 
Moone. And fo likewiſe in the ende of the 
fourth millenarie or thouſande' yeere, our 
molt mercifull Father cauſed the Sonne of 
righteouſneſle, which was Ieſus Chriſt the 
onelie begotten Sonne of G O D, the true 
Sonne of our iuſtification,and the brightnes 
of the father to appeare , which by his eter- 
nall & everlaſting light & the clearnes of the 
ſtarres 
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farres of heaven, which are his Apoſtles and 
Doors of the Church, cauſed the Moone, 
that is, the Church to ſhine in the night,that 
15, to the Gentiles fitting in darkenefle. Here 
more would be aid , which I paſſe ouer in (i- 
lence, becauſe I muſt be ſhort, leauing them 
to your priuate conſideration. 

That the Lord God the fift daie did create 
ſundrie & diuerſe kindes of liuing creatures, 
of fouls, & fiſhes in the raging ſea,& acr,that 
yery apthic agreeth with the fift millenarie of 
this troubleſome world, which is compared 
by the Prophets,and inthe Revelation tothe 
ſea. Forin that were manie dragonith autho- 
ritics,riſing from the ſea, like monſtruous 
& greedie whales,to the perſecuting and de- 
uouring of good fithes, which are true ſer- 
uants of God. Likewiſe in the aer were many 
fouls,thatis filthie herefies, ſeeming through 
pretence of holineſle to flic as it were into 
heauen. Finally,at length that king of Lo- 
exſtes,that damned ſonne with his horrible 
crue of Locu/tes aſcended out of hell, and ob- 
ſcured the ſunne of righteouſneſle which 1s 
Chriſt,or his Goſpel, 

Fimllie alſo the creation of the ſixt daie 
doth notably anſ{were in a ſpiricuall ſenſe to 
the fixt millenarie of the worlde. For as the 
Lord God the f1xt day created all rhe beaſts 
of the earth,accordipg to their kinde : 'fo o 
the 
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the fixt thouſand yeere, what by the diueliſh 
rraditions of the Turke, and the poiſoned er- 
rours of the Pope;the whole worlde became 
wilde and beaſtlie, ignorant without know- 
ledge,and fauage without vnderſtanding, 
Buthauing created the beaſtes of the carth, 
at length man was created after the image of 
God, appointed Lorde ouer all beaftes, and 
made poſleſfor of Paradiſe. So likewiſe; 
through his vnſpeakeable mercie in the mid- 
dle of the (1xt millenarie, G O D made men 
being beaſtlie,reaſonable ; being fooliſh and 
ſuperſtitious,wiſe & zealous: & fo made the 
'  Lordsouerthe beaſtes of the earth. For hee 
| delivered the worlde from the barbarouſnes 
which it waSin: he beſtowed vppon man a 
plentifull knowledge of al ſciences & tongs: 
& which more 1s, afore the euening,at which 
time his' ſonne ſhall returne to iudgement, 
he hath expelled vrterlic thegrofle darknes 
| of the Popes religion, and hath inflamed in 


op, 
man the true lisht of his everlaſting trneth, 


that thatimage of GOD, by the faith in 

Chriſt, here ih this worlde teſtored,may at y 

length be made perfe@ in hean&, where althe 
 faithfulas it were maiſters of all chings, ſhall 

| with Chriſt the Lorde enjoy the cuerlaſting 
Ret leaſure of celeſtiall Paradiſe. And that ſhall 
þe atorethe twilight of the Sunday,which is 
called che Lords day:for when the Sonne of 


righ- 
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rizhteouſneſſc in the day of iudgement ſhall 

appeare, the godlic ſhall bee raiſed tothe ce- 

Jebration of that erernall Sabboth , but the 

wicked by the horrible ſentence of their ter- 

rible iudge,as it were by a firie & glittering 

ſword,ſhal by force be expelled frothe frut- 

tion of Paradiſe, & that becauſe, through the 

inſtin& of Satan,contrarie to the commaun* 
dements ofalmightie God, they would wil. 
fullie cate of the tree of knowledge of good 
& euill,& have refuſed the tree of life, which 
is Icfus Chriſt, the talte of whome is cternall 
life. Howetrue this 1s, you may eafilic per- 
ceiue, if you conſider how infinite the niber 
1s, whichare vainely profound in prophane 
knowledge, and how fewe there are which 
wholje addi& them ſelues to the ſtudie of 
Chriſtianitie,which eſpeciallie conſliſteth in 
the loue of God and our neighbours, 

So that to conclude , by thoſe thinges 
which I haue brieflie ſaide, and woulde at 
large. haue vttered, had not my buſineſle at 
thistime bin the greater, you mate percciue, 
that the myſteries of thinges to come con» 
tained literallie ynder the very wordes of the 
creation, are nolefle, than are thoſe com- 
prehended in the other ſtories of the olde 
Teſtament, which are ſhadowes of Chriſt, 
And we alſo ſee, that all the propheſies of 
Chriſt,of his kingdome, and of the —_— 
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and external] | rnernyger res,are prebgured 
ynderputward thinges , whereby _ bee 
gathered, thix the whole worlde,-and what 
elſe ſocuer is ahd may beexternall, is onelic 
2 Way. conene"y 8 hgnifieth the ſubſtance of 
ſome things in deede'or ſpirituall operation. 
I faie moreover, that hee litle profitcth by 
reading the Scriptures: which looketh- one- 
lie vpponthe letter : and yer Iamnot of opi- 
nion, that all thingesare to bee expounded 
myſtically: for ſometime to confirme ſome 
principall point, of Chriſtian religion, aftin« 
terpretation gwſtbe made according to/the 
true fenſe of: the 'wordds, witbout Allego- 
ries: and yet are manie thinges of thatnature 
that no way they can be vnderſtood, without 
applications;figures,and myſtical ſpeaking, 
Theſe things; becauſe I cahnot haue your 
preſence, Ihaue thought.good to communi- 
cate with you by writing,which I beſech you 
accept in good part. Me thinkes by your let- 
ters that you are perſwaded I haue publiſhed 
ſome other bookes, which is not ſo. ButT 
haue conferred with diuerſe godlie men a- 
bout theſe and other matters, which I haue 
thought vppon, & they haue carneltly gone 
about to perſwade mee to put them foorth 
in print, But1y profeſſion beeing the cuill 
lawe, my buſineſle great, andthe docing of 
themas they ſhoulde requireth long time, 
oreat 
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preat pleaſure;and much ſtadie, '1 cannot ſa- 
tisfierheirdefires,for I cannotdo as I would, 
Yer I haucnos long ſince publiſhed certaine 
poſitions abont the twofolde kinde of parti- 
. culariuſtice, to be diſputed 'vpponin the 0- 
penaſſemblie of Preachers with vs , which 
diſputations; being then hindered through 
the examination of young Diuines, was de- 
ferred a lotig while, of which you Thalreceiue 
a copie or tewo'with thele-letters. Accept the 
Fpray you: and beare with my rude writing. 
For Tenſure you, Thad no leafure to write 
mylettersagaine. ' And fo fare you heartilic 

well,deare friend, and'doubr'you not 
butas Iwel perceive you loue me, 
ſo eva am to command ir 
"the Lord.From Emder the 
' 29;day of Auguſt, An, 
1577. 


